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EDITORIAL NOTE
Welcome to the 2022 edition
of the Former Pupils’ Magazine
which is a record of the
association’s activities and school
news during 2021.
When I wrote the editorial for last
year’s magazine in January 2021,
we had just come through a most
difficult year with the Covid-19
pandemic and all the restrictions,
problems and many deaths that it
brought to Ireland and the rest of
the world. We were not to know
that 2021 would bring more of
the same with new variants of
the disease, its effects lessened
somewhat by a mass vaccination
programme. All this ensured the
continuation of the restrictions
on our events and way of life,
with a short lull over the summer
months. Hopefully, as we face
into January of a new year, we
can look forward to the easing of
restrictions and some return to
normal life.
Life in school has been difficult
and very much a repetition of
2020. The Principal has given
a detailed report which he
delivered at the Annual Dinner in
September, rather than at prize
distribution which once again,
did not take place. There were
no official state examinations for
the second year running since
pupils had missed many formal
classes and periods of online
teaching became the norm. The
most recent Omicron variant,
although
somewhat
milder
than the previous Delta variant,
nevertheless resulted in much
absenteeism by pupils and staff
and much credit must go to the
Principal, Senior Management,
staff and pupils for finding the
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softest route possible through
this trying time.
On another note of school news,
Peter Gault retired in August 2021
after many years, first as Teacher
of English (1989), then Head
of English Department, Senior
Teacher and finally Pastoral VicePrincipal since 2010. As a former
colleague, I always appreciated
Peter’s calm and measured
approach to all aspects of his
work and in matters of school
management. I wish him a long
and happy retirement. Mrs
Bridgeen McGowan has been
appointed in his place, while Mrs
Deirdre McLaughlin has replaced
Graeme Mercer who retired in
2020.
The continued restrictions and
periods of lockdown meant that
only one social event was possible
during the year, so as these eased
as the summer progressed, we
planned for and were finally able
to hold our Annual Dinner which
took place on 24 September in
Bishop’s Gate Hotel. My report
on this much anticipated event
appears later in this edition. The
occasion resembled a great family
reunion for those attending since
most had not been able to meet
for almost two years, and the
less formal format allowed more
time and opportunity for social
interaction. This year we hope to
run both the Spring Luncheon in
late April and the Annual Dinner
in late September – see the Dates
for Your Diary section.
Our Joint Presidents, Harriet Love
and Bob Elliott, had agreed to
remain in their posts for a second
year since we had been unable to

hold an AGM or alternative event
at which they could relinquish
their offices. It was with great
sadness and shock that we learnt
of Bob’s death in August. He had
been looking forward to attending
the Annual Dinner and handing
over his chain of office but it was
not to be. The school and the
association were represented at
his funeral in Buckinghamshire by
Patrick Allen and Donald Bigger,
and the old school flag that once
flew at Lawrence Hill, was flown at
half mast in Springham Campus
on that day. We look forward to
welcoming his son, Mark, when
he visits the school and the city
at the end of February.
Our new Joint Presidents, Chris
Henderson and Dr Anne PriceOwen, were invested with their
chains of office at the dinner in
September and each delivered a
short speech of acceptance. Their
profiles were published in last
year’s edition of this magazine
and we are pleased to present
the profiles of our incoming Vice
Presidents, Joy Tennis and Robin
Young, in the following pages.
We wish all four an enjoyable
time in their respective posts.
The Former Pupils Association
Committee continues to plan
events for the forthcoming year
and we are grateful to Donald
Bigger and his team for all their
efforts. As ever, I am grateful for all
the assistance from my Assistant
Editor, Mildred Deans, in compiling
and organising this magazine and
we are both grateful to all those
who submitted news of their
achievements, births, marriages
and obituaries.
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In the absence of the social events
on which we usually report, I
asked a number of former pupils
if they would like to contribute
articles about their varied and
interesting lives. I am pleased and
grateful that they responded so
positively and I am sure you will
be as impressed and entertained
as I have been in discovering the
diversity of experiences and the
differing career paths that life
has taken them on since leaving
school.

Our best thanks are due to our
photographers, Martin, Keith,
Alistair and David, for their
excellent photographs, to Anna
at Iprint Design who continues to
produce a high quality magazine
and finally, and most importantly
our advertisers, without whom
the production of the magazine
would not be possible.

contribute an article or news item
in future we would be pleased to
receive them at the address or
email sites listed at the beginning
of the magazine.
William M Lynn
Editor

We hope you enjoy reading this
edition either as a hard copy or
online, and if you feel that you can

NB. Grateful thanks to Peter Gault for casting his critical eye over magazine proof.

Old school flag at half mast on the day
of Bob Elliott’s Funeral.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 2021/22
Church of Ireland and Presbytery Representatives
Archdeacon R Miller 		 Chair of Governors
Rev S McCrea		Resigned 30 		
November 2020
Rev Keith Hibbert		Appointed 30 April
2021
The Honourable The Irish Society
Mr Gavin Killeen
Parents’ Representatives
Mrs A McAteer
Mr B Adair
Mr R Gillen
Staff Representatives
Mr T Nutt
Mr D Barnett
Mrs S Guthrie
Former Pupils Association
Mr W Lynn
Mr C Jeffrey
Ms A Watson
Mrs C Arthur

Department of Education Representatives
Mr K McCaughey
Mr D Bigger
Mrs S O’Kane
Ms L Quigley
Mr K Hegarty
Mr B Dougherty
Mr R O’Boyle
Mrs J Stewart
Foundation Nominated Governors
Mr R McBride
Mr I McCarter
Mr S Lindsay
Dr L Bradley (Vice Chair)
Ulster University Representative
Professor Louise Dubras
Appointed 10 November 2020
Principal
Mr P W J Allen
				
Clerk to Governors
Mr N Stewart

USEFUL CONTACT ADDRESSES
Foyle College
Springham Campus
67 Limavady Road
Londonderry
BT47 6LR
Tel: (028) 71269321

You can also contact us and
submit news and information to:

School Website:
www.foylenet.org.uk

For submitting contact information:
fpafoyle@gmail.com

Mrs Mildred Deans
Tel: (028)71841454
mdeans63@yahoo.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/foylecollegefpa
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TEACHING STAFF
2021/22
Headmaster

Mr P W J Allen

Vice Principal

Mrs D McLaughlin

Art & Design	Mr K F Ward
(Head of Department)
Mrs C J Kane
Biology	Mrs I A Hannaway
(Head of Department)
	Mrs L J Hand
(Head of Junior Science)
Mr P T Farmer
Business Studies	Mrs H Eakin
(Head of Department)		
Mrs B B McGowan
Careers	Mr P T Farmer
(Head of Department)
Miss N S Sloane
Mrs J Campbell
Chemistry	Mr C P McKinney
(Head of Department)
Miss N Brown
Design & Technology	Mr A C Moorcroft
(Head of Department)
Mr A J Manning
Mrs K R McShane
Engineering

Mr A Manning
Mrs K McShane
Mr D Phillips

English	Mrs K O Knox
(Head of Department)
Mr D R Keown
Mr B J Duffy
Miss S McCallion
Miss M Carlin
Geography	Mrs S J E Guthrie
(Head of Department)
Miss N S Sloane
Mr D T Gallagher
Mrs L Wylie
Geology	Miss N S Sloane
(Head of Department)
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History	Mrs M Dougherty
(Head of Department)
Mrs C Robinson
Mr B Quigley
Home Economics	Mrs F Feeney
(Head of Department)
Mrs N McHugh
ICT	Mrs S McLaughlin
(Head of Department)
Miss E Kivlehan
Mrs M M Leonard
Mathematics	Mr T S Nutt
(Head of Department)
Mrs B A Gillen
Mrs L E Buchanan
Mrs H Munis
Mrs A McIntosh
Miss R McSparron
Modern Languages	Mrs H Kane-Craig
(Head of Modern Languages)
Mrs J L Campbell
Mr G R Young
Mrs L S Wilson
Music	Mrs B O’Somachain
(Head of Department)
Mrs E Moore
Physics	Mrs S M O’Connell
(Head of Department)
Mr D B Phillips
Miss L M Carlin
Physical Education	Mr D A Barnett
(Head of Department)
Ms K Eakin
Mr A J Ferguson
Mrs L Wylie
Miss R L McSparron
Miss N Sloane
Mrs C Robinson
Religious Studies	Mrs J M Allen
(Head of Department)
Mrs S Moore
SENCo

Mrs B B McGowan
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SUPPORT STAFF
2021/22
School Bursar
Principal’s PA
Assistant Bursar/Exams Officer
Senior Clerical Officer
Senior Clerical Officer/Exams Officer
Clerical Officer

Mr Neil Stewart BSc
Mrs Jennifer Galbraith
Mrs Wendy Nutt
Mrs Joanne Cole
Mrs Judith Gallagher
Mrs Lisa McGeady, Miss Megan Deery

Study Supervisor

Mrs Mairead Thompson

Classroom Assistants
Mrs Ciara McShane
Miss Tracey Culbert
Ms Jade Leitch
Mrs Ruth Wilson
Mrs Angelo Callaghan
Mrs Ciara Murphy
Mrs Catherine Ward-Gallagher
Miss Natalie Armstrong

Mrs Pauline Nutkins
Miss Christine Doherty
Mrs Michelle Mackey
Mrs Rosemary Phillips
Miss Gemma Moore
Miss Leanne Tracey
Miss Molly Phillips
Miss Stacie Dunn

Learning Mentor

Miss S Murray

Network Manager / IT

Mr Sean Hamilton

Science Technicians

Mrs Catherine Bailie-Hume
Mrs Joanne Woods
Mr Kieran Quigg

Technicians

Mrs Marcella Mullan (Home Economics)
Mr Robert Scott (Design & Technology, Art)

Language Assistants

Ana Hernandez, Angelique Mazuy

Estates Manager
Premises Officer / Reprographics
Grounds

Mr Clive Austin
Mr Graeme Balmer
Mr Noel Cole

Canteen Staff
Mrs Jocelyn Scott (Business Manager)
Mrs Joanne Doherty (Assistant Cook)
Mrs Ann Wilson
Mr Janusz Geslak
Mrs Donna Smith
Mrs Patricia McColgan
Miss Alex Pressland
Miss Ciara Stewart
Mrs Karen Davis
Mrs Roisin Wilson

Mrs Vivienne Hockley (Senior Unit Catering Supervisor)
Mrs Marion Ferguson
Mrs Velma Bratton
Mrs Mary Duddy
Mrs Shirley Hunter
Mrs Margaret Campbell
Ms Nicola Edwards
Mrs Michelle Thompson
Miss Stacey McGonagle
Ms Deborah Porter

Cleaning Staff
Mr John Ferguson
Mr Janusz Geslak
Mr Richard Nesbitt
Ms Deborah Porter

Mrs Patricia McColgan
Mrs Velma Bratton
Ms Gunjid Guille
Ms Vaida Bielskyte
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LEAVERS’ DESTINATIONS 2021

TERTIARY EDUCATION, COMMERCE, INDUSTRY AND THE PROFESSIONS

Pupils are proceeding to Degree Courses as follows:
Aberystwyth University
William Moore

Open University Birmingham
James Cooke

University of Leeds
James Cochrane

ACM (The Academy of
Contemporary Music)
Comhghall-Barthley Boyle

Queen’s University Belfast
Clarke Allison, Amy Arbuckle,
Abdelrahman Bedair,
Nicole Bond, Tyler Dunn,
Rebekah Fields, Alex Greer,
Nadia Hamilton-Hayden,
Lee Hetherington,
Brendan Higgins, Kathryn House,
Harrison Lea, Clarke Lindsay,
Stephen Linkens, Jessica Love,
Chloe McCarter,
Darryl McClelland, Aoibh McClure,
Thomas McLaughlin,
Charlie Ogilby, Rachel Philip,
Andrew Pollock

University of Liverpool
Andrea McGillian

BIMM Institute Brighton
Rory Schnurr
Cardiff Metropolitan University
Rhiannon T Temple-Browne
Cardiff University
Meabh Phillips
Chesterfield Football Club
Joshua Kee
Coventry University
Ethan Wilson
University of London,
King’s College
Lauryn Holmes
Liverpool John Moores
University
Craig Doherty, Jennifer Evans,
Kelsey McIntyre,
Jodi Moore, Alex Wallace-Patten
Manchester Metropolitan
University
Sam Caithness, Justin Gamble,
Ella Lumsden,
Dylan O’Donnell, Dylan Orr
Northumbria University,
Newcastle
Matthew Gallagher,
Darren Robison, Hannah Wylie
North West Regional College
Joshua Allen, Abbey Boardman,
Jack Harkin, Madison McKittrick,
Aimee McKnight,
Mark McLaughlin, Kiran Saggu
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University of London,
Royal Holloway
Caitlin Ann McLaughlin
University of London,
St George’s
Abigail Davidson
University of Edinburgh
Kieran Duffy, Emily McFadden
University of Manchester
Jamie McCay
Ulster University
Roise Carlin, Annie Clarke,
Anna Donaghey,
Rachel Dougherty,
Laurence Duddy, Ellie Kennedy,
Sarah Lecky, Rhys McCandless,
Molly O’Doherty, Ben Roberts,
Alana Smith, Ryan Wilson,
Conor Wilson, Matthew Lusby
University of Birmingham
Jonathan Goodswen
University of Glasgow
Daire Crilly, Ben Duffy,
Naomi Mooney, Orla Siddique

University of Manchester
John Fulton, Alex McNeill
University of Nottingham
Grace O’Doherty
University of Plymouth
Kacey Laird, Katie McClelland
University of Portsmouth
Elliott Nawn
University of Salford
Nicole Simpson
University of Sheffield
Caillin Brennan
University of Southampton
David Donnell
Employment
Jamie Hockley,
Lucy Montgomery, Luke Toner,
Sophia Thomasius
Gap Year
Rory Duffy, Seamus Herron,
Carla Pollock,
Andrew Mamouzellos,
Lucy Nicholl, Cassie Wallace,
Jamie Patterson, Zara Glenn
To be confirmed
Cavin Campbell, Ben Ferguson,
Sarah Stevenson
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GRADUATIONS 2021
Ulster University
Ellen Barr
Jennifer Boanca
Jordan Campbell

BSc Criminology & Criminal Justice
First Class Honours
BA Fine Art
First Class Honours
BSc Computer Science	First Class Honours (Software
System Development) with
Distinction
Nathan Campbell
M Eng Mechanical Engineering
First Class Honours with Distinction
Riona Clancy
M Optom Optometry
2.1
Jon Cowan
BSc Accounting (Pathways)
First Class Honours
Stephanie Crawford
BSc Technology with Design
First Class Honours with Distinction
Adam Feathers
BSc Accounting (Pathways)
First Class Honours with Distinction
Jane Fulton
BSc Accounting with Specialisms
First Class Honours
Eva Haire		M Eng Electronic Engineering &
German, First Class Honours
Peter Linkens
BSc Real Estate
First Class Honours
Marc McCloskey
M Eng Mechatronic Engineering & German
2.2
Luke McCrea
BA English with Education
2.1
Tiffany McGinley
BSc Sociology with Criminology
First Class Honours with Distinction
Adam Montgomery
BSc Economics
First Class Honours with Distinction
Emmy Tate
BSc Geography
First Class Honours
As Queen’s University did not hold graduation ceremonies this summer there was no requirement for
students to register for graduation – this is where the students give their consent to release their details. As
the university did not have the required consent they were unable to release the usual list.

Queens
University
Matthew Austin
Actuarial Science
First Class
Honours

Newcastle
University School of Dental
Sciences
Graduated Class of
2020
Jacob Galbraith
Dentistry, Working
at: Brinsworth
Dental Surgery

Ben Galbraith left Foyle in 2019 to attend NWRC
Ben has gained an apprenticeship with NI Water as a Mechanical and Electrical Engineer.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT ON THE SCHOOL YEAR
(Presented at the Annual Dinner
– 24 September 2021)

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It gives me very great pleasure to join
with you once again to celebrate our
great school be that Foyle College
pre-1976, Londonderry High School,
Foyle and Londonderry College or
Foyle College post 2011. When briefing
me for this evening, Donald (btw, has
anyone else noticed that it’s always
a briefing) … when briefing me for
this evening Donald informed me
he wanted 5 minutes max and jokes.
Some of you will be aware of the adage
‘Those that can do, those that can’t
teach’ but sometimes it’s the other
way round – Those that can, teach;
those that can’t, do something else. If I
was Tom O’Connor (Maths & Music) or
Romesh Ranganathan (Mathematics)
to name just two amongst many, I’d
have found fame and fortune on the
comedy circuit but I’m not, so I didn’t,
so you’re stuck with me. Anyway, here’s
a joke just for you Donald. Two fish
were in a tank, one says to the other,
‘Can you drive this thing?’
Normally my speech for the Former
Pupils’ Dinner is straightforward; I take
my speech from Prize Distribution
along with those of the Head Boy
and Girl and pull them together in
a summary of the last school year.
Unfortunately, we’re all only too aware
that the 2 years since we last met have
been anything but normal – to use one
of the most overused words of 2019
they have been unprecedented. But
actually, that’s not correct because
some in the room may remember
the flu pandemics of 1968 or 195758 when schools and businesses and
society continued as normal. And then
of course there was the Spanish Flu
pandemic in 1918 which is estimated
to have killed 50 million people
worldwide. What is the relevance of
these facts? I clearly remember being in
an SLT meeting at the end of February
2019 when the virus was spreading
westward across Europe and saying
‘It’s only a cold’. Alistair Manning loves
to remind me of that. Shortly after,
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there were predictions that there could
be up to 40,000 deaths in Northern
Ireland and already there were calls
for schools to be closed to inhibit the
spread of the virus. By the 13 March I
was hearing strong indications from
our Education Authority advisor that
the Minister was going to close schools
so we spent the week beginning 16
March distributing resources and
setting up online learning platforms for
pupils, and on 20 March the Minister
announced that schools would be
closed from the 23rd. Now came
another prophetic statement from
yours truly – ‘We’ll be reopened after
Easter’ – that when the First Minister
was talking about the lockdown lasting
for 12 weeks or more.
So how did Foyle College cope with
the first lock-down? Extremely well
would be my response. We were the
only school in the city which remained
open to children of key workers
throughout the lockdown period and
even offered support to families from
several other schools who couldn’t get
provision from their own school. Not
only did we make ourselves available
to key workers but to any of our pupils
who struggled with this initial period
of online learning and who required
additional support. This support was
facilitated by a rota of teaching staff
and classroom assistants who were
willing to come into school at a time
when society was barely functioning.
We were also in a strong position to
support online learning due to the
IT strategy that we had in place long
before Covid had been heard of. This
meant that every pupil and teacher had
access to Office 365 and teaching staff
had all been equipped with Surface
Pro devices which allowed them to
communicate with and provide work
to pupils from wherever they were
working. Pupil engagement and
progress were monitored throughout
and parents were contacted if we
believed there was a problem. Access
to devices wasn’t an issue as pupils
were able to access tasks through
their mobile phones and submit their
completed work to their teachers by

taking photos of completed pieces of
work.
Remember my second prophecy –
‘We’ll be re-opened after Easter’ –
well obviously I got that one wrong
as well. One of the biggest challenges
of the first lockdown came with
the announcement that GCSEs and
A-Levels were to be cancelled and that
teachers would be asked to submit
Centre Assessed Grades, or CAGs, to
the exam boards. These CAGs were
subject teachers’ best estimates of how
they thought a pupil might perform
if the exams had gone ahead in June
based on the available evidence. And
in 2020 we had plenty of evidence;
we had progress data, we had mock
exam results, we had controlled
assessments and coursework. The
Heads of Department and teachers
did a fantastic job of producing grades
that they believed were accurate and
genuinely reflective of what their pupils
would have achieved. So obviously
someone at DE then decided that
they couldn’t rely on the professional
judgement of teachers and that
an algorithm (another of last year’s
overused words) would have to be
applied to ensure that grades reflected
the historic achievement of the school.
Now I’ll not go over all of the details of
what transpired but needless to say it
was a complete ‘horlicks’ right across
the UK and very quickly the algorithm
got dropped and pupils were awarded
their CAGs.
So back we came for August 2020
with the virus seemingly on the run ok retreating perhaps. We were told to
have bubbles, social distancing, oneway systems with pupils wearing facecoverings as they moved and no extracurricular activities. Again, the staff
rose to the challenge and we hunkered
down with the hope in our hearts that
normality would resume at some point
in the 2020-21 school year; however,
it wasn’t to be. The only positive out of
this period was that the teaching staff
were able to get their online learning
organised which was just as well,
because in October, thanks largely to
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being pinged by the Northern Ireland
Covid app, we had 20 teaching staff,
including me, in self-isolation. That
meant the school closed for a day
(despite objections from both PHA and
DE) and then reopened with older year
groups learning online at home whilst
the younger pupils continued to come
to school. And once again the staff in all
parts of the school were magnificent.
Teaching went online both for pupils
at home and for many who were still
in school and those staff who were
in school pulled together and most
definitely put their shoulders to the
wheel. We’d already had the ‘Eat Out
to Help Out’ scheme and the politicians,
both at Westminster and Stormont,
continued to relax the restrictions with
the aim of normality by Christmas. I’m
sorry but it didn’t take Mastermind to
predict what was going to happen
and sure enough the case count,
hospitalisations and, sadly deaths,
all began to rise with the inevitable
result that it was announced that once
again schools would close from the
beginning of January but not only were
schools closed it was also announced
that public exams were cancelled. So
began the weekly briefings from CCEA,
the Northern Ireland Exam Board, as
they tried to work out how grades
would be produced for 2021 - this even
though they’d had from August 2020
to prepare for just such a contingency.
Eventually, and I do mean eventually,
with teachers and pupils becoming
increasingly anxious, the Minister
announced that for 2021 it would
be Centre Determined Grades – no
algorithms just grades produced by
teachers that they had to be able to
produce the evidence to support whilst
also delivering online lessons for pupils.
And once again, throughout the second
lockdown, the whole Foyle College staff
stepped up to the plate. Online lessons
became ever more sophisticated
with most teachers live streaming to
pupils according to their timetable; the
Classroom Assistants supported our
SEN pupils with in-school provision; our
Learning Support Mentor made regular
contact with pupils who were suffering
from a range of challenges; Year
Heads monitored pupil engagement
and achievement and made contact
with parents to offer in-school support
and our IT Co-ordinator and Network
Manager accessed funding streams
to provide devices for those pupils
struggling to access this upgraded
form of online learning. And behind all

of this work sat the Senior Leadership
Team guiding, advising, soothing,
placating and supporting staff.
Eventually, back we came, either side
of the Easter Break 2021 – still in
bubbles, still social distancing but now
wearing face coverings both in class
and whilst moving around the building.
Assessment resources were prepared
for exam classes, but we decided that,
in an attempt to minimise stress, we
wouldn’t hold exams per se but would
deliver these opportunities for pupils
to demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding in class time. We also
agreed a series of early closures to
support departments in the massive
undertaking
of
standardisation,
marking and moderation that was
needed to provide robust results.
It was also decided that non-exam
classes wouldn’t have end of year
exams but that we would use the time
instead to review and reinforce the
work that had been covered during
lockdown to ensure that no pupil had
been disadvantaged. Grades were
submitted, accepted by CCEA through
their moderation process and we
waited for results day. Fortunately,
the tsunami of appeals that had
been expected didn’t materialise and
pupils have now moved on to their
university courses or A-Level studies.
Unfortunately, we still had to listen to
the annual media storm about grade
inflation but this year it really was a
nonsense. Grades were determined
in a completely different manner so
can’t be compared to last year’s Centre
Assessed Grades or the 2019 exam
results, so there was no grade inflation.
Pupils worked hard both last year and
this for the grades they were awarded
and should not be made to feel that
they are in any way worth less that
those who preceded them. Which
brings me up-to-date, and September
2021.
Donald quite often refers to a battle
rhythm that should exist in Board of
Governor meetings and quite often
other governors look at him as if to say
‘What?’ but I completely get what he
is talking about because a school year
has a battle rhythm. It is a rhythm of
events and milestones that mark the
passage of the school year – from
results day to Prize Distribution to
Progress Report 1 to January modules
to the Schools’ Cup and on it goes. That
rhythm has been missing for the last 18
months and unfortunately continues to

be missing, and that is disconcerting
and unsettling for both pupils and
staff. We feel slightly lost because our
reference points are missing but we’re
getting there slowly. Rugby and Hockey
fixtures have resumed; the Equestrian
Team was competing in Belfast last
weekend and yesterday two Year 10
classes were able to go and investigate
the trenches at Magilligan used for
training troops during World War 1.
So that’s a very quick update on the
state of play in the school over the past
18 months. Would I want to do it again?
Absolutely not. Just as there is going to
be a glut of motor-homes hitting the
second-hand market in 12-24 months’
time I envisage that there are going
to be a lot of principals’ jobs being
advertised in the same time period. DE
has been appalling throughout with
a lack of guidance and clarity when
school leaders required both. I felt a
little sorry for Peter Weir and now for
Michelle McIlveen because they have
been at the mercy of the mandarins
just as Jim Hacker was at the mercy
of Sir Humphrey (you’ll have to be a
certain age to get that reference).
Finally this evening, I wish to pay tribute
to somebody. Peter Gault doesn’t do
thanks or praise particularly well as
many of you will know but I’d like to
take this opportunity to thank him for
his service to Foyle College for the last
32 years, for working alongside me for
the past the last 9 years but in particular
for the last 18 months. Peter proved to
be my rock overseeing the introduction
of GDPR, the production of both the
Centre Assessed Grades and Centre
Determined Grades and managing the
school and staff brilliantly in the period
when so many were told to self-isolate,
whilst all the while being a tremendous
classroom practitioner. Peter knows
that no-one is irreplaceable, but his will
be a very big pair of shoes to fill. Thank
you, Peter and I wish you a long and
very enjoyable retirement.
Ladies and gentlemen that has been a
whirlwind tour of the last 18 months,
but I hope it has given you a flavour
of what school has been like and that
through thick and thin we continue
to Foster Opportunities for Young
Learners to Excel.
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SERVICE AWARDS 2021
Again this year it was not possible
to hold the traditional prize-giving
in September. However, we were
pleased to welcome Dr Keith
Munro into school on 15 December
to present copies of his book
detailing the extraordinary life of
his great aunt, Gretta Cousins, to
the two girls who were winners of
the salver which bears her name,
last year and this year.
Dr Munro was kind enough to
agree to present the Lawrence
Sword and the Margaret (Gretta)
Cousins Salver to this year’s
winners as set out below.
The Lawrence Sword
(for outstanding service to the
school-male)
Mark McLaughlin
The Margaret (Gretta) Cousins
Salver
(for outstanding service to the
school-female)
Kacey Laird

William Lynn, Melanie Dougherty, Dr. Keith Munro and Donald Bigger
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Alex Patterson
Alex is a Year 11 pupil currently
studying for GCSEs and is
considering a career in Medicine.
During the past year she has
received recognition for her
amazing artwork in a number of
huge competitions. She came
first in the Unisons National Art
Schools Competition with her art
piece combining healthy eating
and promoting free school meals
nationally. This allowed the school
to receive £1,000 for art materials.
In October she was invited to
attend the launch of The Boat of
Hope campaign in London, having
produced a piece of art called Hope
which is featured within a 42 ft
mural by artist Justin Eagleton to
adorn Bernie Hollywood’s boat as
he makes his solo voyage across
the Atlantic to raise money for a
number of charities.
Alex’s ‘Mother Earth’ painting beat
more than 6,000 other entries
to take top prize in the COP 26
conference’s Creative Earth contest
which secured her an invitation to
the COP 26 Conference in Glasgow
in November.
She was also invited to number 10
Downing Street by Boris Johnston
to showcase her winning work at
a special reception. While there,
she presented the Prime Minister
with her painting of the doorway of
Number 10.
During her time in London Alex also
visited the Merchant Taylors’ Hall in
Threadneedle Street and presented
them with her painting of the
Lawrence Hill building.
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FCFPA COMBINED COMMITTEE MEETING
AND AGM 17 June 2021
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
INTRODUCTION
Sadly, but totally understandably,
the restrictions imposed to combat
the COVID 19 pandemic have
continued to drive a coach and
horses through our programme of
events for this year as they did in
2020.
Normally I would make my
Chairman’s Report at the AGM
which would take place at some
stage in May.
Given current
restrictions we have not even be
able to programme this AGM so
I now present my report at an FC
FPA Committee meeting scheduled
for Thursday 17 June.
To ensure we have a record of this
year’s events I have produced this
short report. Also attached is a set
of FC FPA Accounts for this year –
many thanks to Neil for producing
these.
MISSION STATEMENT
The Association has three aims;
Connecting with the Past - keeping
you connected to your ‘alma mater’
principally through our web page
on the School Web Site, our Face
Book page, and the Former Pupils
Magazine.
Supporting the Present - providing
support to the current school
community through fund raising,
provision of financial support (where
appropriate) from the President’s
Fund and advice and assistance on
an ad hoc basis.
Building for the Future - providing
advice and support in the long-term
development of the School and the
wider school community; there are
currently four members of the FC
FPA Committee who are on the
Board of Governors for the School.
VOTE OF THANKS
To all those that have done well,
well done; to those that have not
14

done well, and you know who you
are, well done anyway! Apologies if
I have missed anyone out!
The difficulties presented by the
onset of COVID 19, and its attendant
restrictions meant that the AGM of
the Association which is usually
held in May had to be cancelled. As
a result, the team of office-bearers
remains unchanged. We are deeply
grateful to our Presidents and Vice
Presidents who agreed to remain
in post until it is possible for us to
meet again and for their successors
to be appointed.
•W
 illiam and Mildred for editing
another excellent Former Pupils
Magazine. Despite the curtailment
of our social calendar, they have
pulled together what is another
first-class edition.
• To all the team in the Archives for
making it what it is today – the envy
of Schools throughout Ireland and
indeed the UK - special mention to
William Lynn, and Jim Goodman.
To all on the Committee for their
hard work. Special mention to:
• Neil for keeping us on the straight
and narrow when it comes to
money.
•
Louis for his help in bringing
the Association’s social media
presence at least up until the
end of the 20th Century if not
screaming and kicking into the
21st Century.
•F
 inally, to William, frankly without
his advice, help, support, and
workload this Association would
not exist.
COMPLETED EVENTS 2020 - 2021
The
following
events
were
completed
despite
(and
in
accordance with) the COVID 19
restrictions applicable at that time:
•
Flying the Stars and Stripes on

Independence Day, 4 July 2020.
• Flying the Stars and Stripes at halfmast on the anniversary of the
assassination of JFK, 22 November
2020.
• Armistice Day Service, 11 November
2020 attended by President
Harriet and Vice President Chris
along with William and Donald.
• Dedication of memorials to former
pupils, 28 November 2020.
• Visit of all Year 8 Form Classes to
the Archives for a talk and guided
tour given by Jim and Donald,
December 2020.
• Prize Giving Thursday 17 December
2020, attended by President
Harriet and Vice President Chris.
FOYLE COLLEGE FUNDRAISING
APPEAL
It has now been established that
the school owes DE £821,000 in
relation to our share of the cost of
the new school. In summary, this
sum is calculated as follows; sale
proceeds from the sites owned by
the School were £3.4M, £2.8M of
which has been clawed back by
DE in respect of grants previously
received.
This leaves £0.6M
available to the School from the
sale proceeds, which when added
to the £1M raised through the
Development Fund gives a total of
£1.6M towards the £2.4M cost of
the additional facilities – leaving just
over £0.8M still owing to DE.
The Foyle College Fundraising
Appeal was launched at the end of
January 2021 to assist in raising the
sum of £0.8M owed to the DE. The
first phase has focused on direct
contact either by post or e-mail
with the FPA diaspora. Fundraising
has been slow but steady. Should
anybody wish to contribute, they
should contact the School Bursar
or myself. Details of the next phase
of fundraising will follow and will be
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published on the FC FPA webpage
and on Facebook. More to follow.
FUTURE EVENTS – AUTUMN 2021
At present we are planning the
following events - all subject to
change of course:
• FC FPA Committee meeting in lieu
of AGM, Thursday 17 June, 1900 –
2000 hrs Governors Suite.
• Leavers BBQ – Thursday 17 June.
This may be an opportunity to
present each of our school leavers
with a copy of ‘A View the Foyle
Commanding’.
• Flying of the “Stars and Stripes” on
Sunday 4 July at 1100 hrs.
• The FCFPA Londonderry Dinner is
planned for Friday 24 September
in the Bishop’s Gate Hotel. Details
are now on the FC FPA web page
on the school website and also on
Facebook. Note that the dress for
this event is now lounge suit and
cocktail dress.
• Thursday
11
November,
Remembrance Service at School.
•
Flying of the “Stars and Stripes”
on Monday 22 November to
commemorate the assassination
of JFK.
• Some form of Christmas function
TBC?
• Belfast lunch, February 2022 –
should it run this year?
• Londonderry Lunch, March 2022.
• AGM, May 2022.
• Derrie Danders Outing, June 2022.
THE ARCHIVES
Despite the COVID 19 restrictions,
and when circumstances have
allowed, much work has gone into

furthering developing the School
Archives. Special thanks to Clive and
Graham for all their technical help
and expertise. These developments
include:
•
Updating the displays with
a greater emphasis on the
Londonderry High School.
•
Cataloguing
of
all
school
photographs
and
further
digitisation
of
the
team
photographs.
•
Continuing digitisation of the
School Records and Archives.
•
The Foyle College Former Pupils
Association memorabilia is now
sold through the Archives. A price
list is enclosed with this Report.
• Establishing a web address so that
archivists can deal with enquiries
directly. Contact details are as
follows, and these are monitored
and checked on a regular basis:
•
E-mail:
foylecollegearchive@
gmail.com
•T
 witter: Foyle College Archive@
ArchiveFoyle
• Instagram: foyle.college.archive
• Dealing with a myriad of requests
for information.
CHALLENGES
•
Not surprisingly these have not
changed since pre-COVID, but of
course now we face the challenge
of getting the Association up and
running again.
•A
 ttracting younger members (30
and 40-year olds) to become
active members in the FCFPA,
remember all school leavers are
automatically members.
•
Relevance to the current and

future school community – this will
mainly be through funding.
• Cost - running the Archives costs
money, our social events run
either at cost or a minimal profit.
We have no major income stream.
However, I am pleased to note
that this year we again remained
in the black and will have some
additional funds for next year
because of no expenditure on
cancelled events.
•
Recruiting an archivist with a
specific interest in the Londonderry
High School and its antecedents.
NEW INITIATIVES
•
Voluntary £25 subscription –
standing order forms are available.
Could we ask all to consider this.
You will note that funding is one of
the challenges listed above.
•
The continued development of
the School Archives – see above.
If you have not yet, you should visit
– we will almost certainly be able
to find pictures and just maybe
your school report (mine made for
interesting reading!). Challenges
will be with funding and finding
younger archivists, particularly
someone with an interest in
the history of the LHS and all its
antecedents.
• Better social media presence on
Facebook and the School Web
Site, but we must continue to
develop this.
• Established a ‘Battle Rhythm’
so that we can plan events and
publish and advertise dates in a
timely manner.
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HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT
FOYLE COLLEGE FORMER PUPILS ASSOCIATION
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2021
FOYLE COLLEGE FORMER PUPILS ASSOCIATION
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2021
Year Ended
Year Ended
31 March 2021
31 March 2020
IINCOME			
MAGAZINE SALES
406.00
362.00
MAGAZINE ADVERTS
690.00
940.00
ANNUAL DINNER
1,520.00
LONDON DINNER
2,250.00
SPRING LUNCH
2,155.00
BELFAST LUNCH
565.00
WINE & CHEESE
220.00
SHOP TRADING ACCOUNT – NOTE 1
491.80
DONATIONS
475.00
770.00
DONATION – D. HOGG
1,000.00		
PORTRAIT RESTORATION - BALANCE
850.00		
SUNDRY RECEIPTS
15.57		
OTHER SOCIAL EVENTS		
555.00
CONFEDERATION OF GRAMMAR SCHOOLS		
143.31
ROULSTON FAMILY – IN MEMORY J. BIGGER		
381.91
PRESIDENT’S FUND		
300.00
DEPOSIT INTEREST
6.96
38.66
3,443.53
10,692.68
EXPENDITURE			
MAGAZINE
CALLIGRAPHY
ANNUAL DINNER
SPRING LUNCH
BELFAST LUNCH
LONDON DINNER
FUNCTIONS EXPENDITURE
PHOTOGRAPHY, ARTWORK & PRINTING
BANK FEES
ARCHIVE EXPENSES
CHAIN REPAIRS
IN MEMORY – BISHOP MEHAFFY
O/S DEBTOR WRITE OFF
PRESIDENT’S FUND – LAURA MILLER
SURPLUS FOR YEAR
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1,450.00		 1,450.00
100.00		
-		
1,574.65
-		 2,000.00
-		
482.00
-		 2,620.96
-		
276.37
1,460.00		
210.00
47.27		
88.61
168.29		
626.99
-		
120.00
-		
50.00
-		
89.99
-		
500.00
-3,225.56		 -10,089.57
217.97

603.11

-
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Foyle College Former Pupils Association
Balance Sheet As at 31 March 2021
31 March 2021		 31 March 2020
				
Current Assets
Ulster Bank Limited
5,583.39
9,312.38
Progressive Building Society – President’s Fund
8,483.37		
8,476.41
Paypal
Payments in advance
Stock

695.58		
695.58
1,350.00		
1,450.00
5,882.56
5,282.56
21,994.90 		
Current Liabilities			
Other cash received in advance
500.00
1,850.00
Functions - Cash received in advance
1,555.00
2,055.00
3,645.00
			
Net Current Assets
19,939.90
19,721.93
Represented By:				
Balance b/f
19,721.93 		
Net movement		
217.97 		
19,939.90

25,216.93
5,495.00

19,118.82
603.11
19,721.93

Treasurer’s Report

I have pleasure in presenting the above Income & Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet for the year
ended 31 March 2021.
Neil Stewart (Hon Treasurer)

Auditors’ Report

We have examined the above accounts as at 31st March 2021, along with the respective receipts, vouchers
and bank statements, and hereby certify them to be correct.
Signed: (Hon Auditors)
B Peoples: Brian V. Peoples
R Young: Robin J. B. Young

Note 1 – Shop Trading Account
		
Turnover		0.00
Less: Cost of Sales		
Opening Stock
5,282.56
Purchases
0.00
5,282.56
Less: Closing Stock
(5,282.56)
(0.00)
		
Surplus		
0.00
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OFFICERS

JUNE 2021 - 2022
The difficulties presented by the onset of COVID 19 and its attendant restrictions meant that the Annual
General Meeting of May 2020 had to be cancelled. We reaffirm our gratitude to our Presidents and Vice
Presidents who agreed to remain in post until it would be possible for us to meet again and for their
successors to be appointed.
We are pleased to confirm that following the meeting on 17 June 2021 Anne and Chris can now attain their
positions as Joint Presidents. The handover of their chains of office will take place at the Annual Dinner on
24 September.
We are further pleased to report that Mrs Joy Tennis and Mr Robin Young have accepted the invitation to be
our Joint Vice Presidents for the coming year. Other office bearers have agreed to remain in post as set out
below.
Presidents
Vice Presidents
Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson
Hon Secretary
Hon Treasurer
Members of Executive Committee
Mrs Joanne Armstrong
Mr Louis Fields
Miss Ann Watson
Mr William Lynn

Dr Anne Price-Owen		
Mrs Joy Tennis		
Mr Donald Bigger
Mrs Laura Hegarty
Mrs Gail Atkinson
Mr Neil Stewart

Mr Chris Henderson
Mr Robin Young MBE

Mr Colin Jeffrey		
Mr Nicky Morton		
Mrs Jocelyn Scott		
Mr Marshall Kilgore

Mrs Cathy Arthur		
Mr Paul Curtis
Mr Jonathan Torrens

Hon Auditors

Mr Robin Young and Mr Brian Peoples

PROPOSED DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2022
Spring Luncheon, 2 April
AGM, 20 May
Annual Dinner, 30 September
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VICE PRESIDENT’S PROFILE
R J B (Robin) Young MBE
Unbelievable to think that is it sixty
years since I walked through the
imposing entrance of the Lawrence
Hill building from the cosseted
environment of Clooney Primary
School. It is often said that school
days are the best days of your life
and the friends we make at school
stay with us. I can fully attest to that
as that bond of being ‘Foyle Boys’ is
very special. I have been fortunate,
like many members of the extended
Foyle family, to marry a Londonderry
High School girl, Lynn (née Graham),
and we’ve been blessed with three
wonderful children, Graeme who
is currently a Modern Languages
teacher in Foyle, Samantha who is
a nursery teacher in a local nursery
school and Rebecca who is a senior
radiographer in Nottingham.
After completion of my training
contract
with
McCartney
&
Company I joined Mothers Pride
in Londonderry as Assistant
Accountant, becoming Company
Accountant
two
years
later.
Following pressure to move to a
bakery in England I decided to stay
local and moved to Leckpatrick Cooperative as Group Accountant in
1985. Following the acquisition of
the company by Golden Vale plc in
1993, I was appointed director of
their UK Holding Company. When
Golden Vale was acquired by the
Kerry Group I was a member of
the three person management
team that successfully completed a
leveraged management buyout in
2006 of St Brendan’s Irish Cream
Liqueur Co Ltd. Following over ten
years of successful trading that
saw the expansion of the company
to supply all of the UK Private and
Own Label Cream Liqueurs to major
supermarkets, the growth of the St
Brendan’s brand in the USA, the
launch of the unique Ready to Drink

microwavable Irish Coffee as well as
The Quiet Man Irish whiskey brand
in UK, Europe and the US, I retired
from the business in 2018 after
the multimillion pound sale to an
American alcoholic drinks business.
My first venture into education
management came in 1990 when
I was invited to be a transferor
governor at Ebrington Primary
School. The introduction of the
Local Management of Schools
initiative meant that I became
closely involved with school issues
and the school thrived under the
leadership of Roy Wright, with
board chairman, Don McClay,
keeping us all in our place. After
Don’s retirement, I was invited to
act as chair. A few years later and
following the retirement of Roy and
the appointment of Nigel Dougherty
as principal, it became apparent
that the fabric of the school
building was near the end of its
useful life and the governors quickly
commenced discussions with the
Western Education and Library
Board to secure funding for a new
school. As the historic catchment
area was changing, it was clear that
the school needed to move closer
to its feeder families and the former
army site on the Limavady Road
was chosen as the preferred option.
As this was happening, I was invited
to join the Board of Governors of
Foyle and Londonderry College by
the chair, John V Arthur, and was
allocated to the Finance Committee
under chair, Andrew McCartney.
When Andrew stepped back from
the board, I was elected chair of
Finance and then became involved
in the group tasked with obtaining
permission and funding for a new
school. At that time the process
had been ongoing for a few years
and although six alternatives were
identified, the only viable option

was a new build somewhere on
the Waterside and closer to our
main pupil base. It soon became
apparent that the only suitable site
that could accommodate all pupils
and also have space for playing
facilities was at the former army
base on the Limavady Road.
Following the retirement of John
Arthur from the board in 2005, I
had the honour and privilege to
be elected as chair of governors.
The first task was to review the
status of the new build project and
after discussions with department
officials, it became known that the
reason the project had stalled arose
from a note from a prominent local
politician to the then Secretary of
State for Northern Ireland that Foyle
and Londonderry College should
not be allowed to move across
the river. This initiated a change
of strategy whereby we lobbied
to have the site at Limavady Road
purchased for educational use
and the co-location of Foyle and
Ebrington. This was achieved in
2007 for £14 million and the push
then commenced to have both
schools included in the New Build
21
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programme. Following extensive
lobbying of all political parties and
after many face to face meetings,
some of which were challenging,
both schools were eventually
announced as being included in
the Education Capital Programme
and the design stage commenced.
To avoid the potential of conflict, I
stepped back as chair of Ebrington
Primary School although remaining
as a governor.
The street concept with the curved
exterior was the brainchild of
Glen Myles, the senior architect
with Isherwood and Ellis, and
Jack Magill pushed his wish list of
wider corridors and a classroom
for every teacher. Although these
seemed a luxury at the time, the
recent pandemic restrictions and
the extreme pressures placed
on schools of managing those
restrictions, has proved to be a

22

wise decision. I had always felt that
the Board and also Former Pupils
should have adequate space to call
their own. After visiting Bangor
Grammar and seeing what they
did, or rather didn’t do, with an
undercut of their classroom block,
the idea of a dedicated area to
display the plethora of historic
archive material was deemed a
must have. Additionally, I raised
the vision of a board room on the
top floor with views over the city
and especially the Foyle – ‘A view
the Foyle Commanding’. I think the
architectural team have excelled
themselves with the final designs.
Following the retirement of Jack
Magill and the appointment of
Patrick Allen, the design phase was
nearing completion but there was
enough time for Patrick to put his
stamp on the final design and create
an all inclusive school building

which, I trust, will be enjoyed by
all and continue to serve the Foyle
family for many years to come.
In 2018, I felt that I had completed
my “shift” and it was time for new
ideas and a new team to take the
school forward. The shock and
delight of being awarded an M.B.E.
in 2017 for Services to Education is
a reflection of how Foyle College
is viewed locally, nationally and
internationally.
Not only was it a pleasure to serve
as a governor for over twenty years,
but a huge privilege to act as chair
of governors for thirteen years to an
institution that has provided quality
education to the young people
of this city for over four hundred
years and will continue to play an
important part in the life of the city
for centuries to come.
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VICE PRESIDENT’S PROFILE
Joy Tennis née Clarke
My first memory of Londonderry
High School is being taken by
my parents to be interviewed by
the headmistress, Miss Cowper.
Having attended primary school
in Letterkenny, Donegal, I was to
attend as a fee-paying pupil and
follow in the footsteps of my mother
and aunt, Ethel and Joy Lyttle who
were past pupils. I recall being very
nervous at that interview and being
asked to recite some Irish for Miss
Cowper.
So began seven years of daily travel
on a Lough Swilly bus with my
travelling companions and fellow
High School pupils Beryl, Helen and
Joan McKinney. In later years we
would be joined by my two sisters,
Lynda and Gillian. In the winter
months we were usually on the city
bus from the Guildhall before we
started to thaw out after an hour’s
journey in a freezing, rattling bus
with a layer of ice on the insides of
the windows.
My early grammar school days I
remember as quite daunting. I had
to begin to make new friends and
if I wanted to stay for any afterschool activities I had to negotiate
an unfamiliar city to catch a late
bus from the depot in Great James
Street. Despite the faltering start,
my days at High School were
happy ones where I forged life-long
friends. I was proud to become a
prefect in sixth form and to conduct
the winning Duncreggan choir in
the House Choir Competition.
I remember with fondness and
great respect my Spanish teacher,
Joy Coskery, and my sixth form
English teacher, Denzil Stewart. On
a lighter note, the mini-skirts of one
young English teacher in particular

must have caused Miss Cowper
and Miss Christie palpitations and
horrors!
In 1970 I was accepted for teacher
training at Stranmillis College and
despite the Troubles enjoyed my
student days in Belfast. Upon
qualifying three years later, I
began my teaching career in D H
Christie Memorial Primary School
in Coleraine. By then my parents
had retired and were living in the
town. Following my marriage in
1975 to Campbell, a Foyle College
pupil who I met in Belfast when he
was a student at Queen’s, I took up
a post in Clooney Primary School
which then amalgamated with
Rossdowney in 1978 to become the
new state-of-the-art Lisnagelvin
Primary School. There I remained
for the rest of my teaching career
where I mostly taught Primary One
as well as being Vice Principal for
almost 30 years.
Over the years Campbell and I have
both maintained our links with
Foyle and our four children are all
past pupils. Campbell served on
the Parents’ Association for many
years and was also a member of
the Board of Governors. I have
always had links with the Old Girls’
Association. I was a member of the
Old Girls’ Committee for a number
of years, helped to organise our
year’s 30th reunion, held in Dublin
in the year 2000, and have served
as Assistant Editor of the Former
Pupils’ Magazine.
Rachel, our eldest, studied English
Literature at Durham University and
subsequently completed a Masters
at Edinburgh University. She works
in Legal for Seagate Technology and
is very involved in the music scene
in the city, co-managing voluntary

arts organisation, Allegri, which
runs choirs, community projects
and Orchestra North West.
Rebecca, having studied Business
Management at Glasgow University
and then worked in London, has
settled in Flintshire. She is married
to Liam and mum to Cillian and
Patrick. Adam studied Economics
at Cardiff University, works at Citi in
Belfast, is married to Alana and dad
to Molly and Margot. Our youngest,
Nathan, studied Environmental
Science at Ulster University and
currently works for BT.
After a 45-year teaching career I
retired in 2017. As well as relishing
the time I now have to spend with
my four grandchildren, I am also
enjoying the freedom to pursue
my hobbies – sewing and knitting,
baking, reading and music interests.
Having been a past member of
Londonderry Music Society and
involved with City of Derry Junior
and Youth choirs, I am currently a
member of the Board of Directors
of the City of Derry International
Choir Festival. Founded in 2013
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this highly acclaimed festival is the
only international choir festival of its
kind in the UK. Its activities include
concerts by world-renowned vocal
groups, competitions for choirs,
workshops, community concerts,
choral trails and a wide variety of
on-line events. It attracts choirs
from all over the world - Belarus to
Brazil; Columbia to Czech Republic;
Indonesia to Iceland to name but a

few. Guest concerts have included
The Sixteen, Tenebrae, The King’s
Singers, SLIXS, VOCES8 and The
Swingle Singers. So if you are ever
planning to be in the City in the week
running up to Hallowe’en, come
and experience this wonderful
celebration of music.

church in the city and the only one

I belong to First Derry Presbyterian
Church – the oldest Presbyterian

to become Joint Vice President and

within the city walls. It is a privilege
to worship in such an historic
church where I am also an Elder
and member of our church choir.
I am honoured to have been asked
am delighted to take on the role.

GREETINGS FROM BRANCHES
GREETINGS FROM COLERAINE BRANCH
Greetings to all Old Girls and in particular to our Coleraine members
We trust you are all keeping well and have coped with all the restrictions that Covid has placed upon us. It is sad
we have not been able to meet as a group in two years. We miss seeing you all and catching up with your news.
Hopefully 2022 will be kinder to us and hopefully we can meet up before too long. In the meantime take care and
keep well.
Every Blessing for 2022.
Margaret Wilson, Rosaleen Ramsey
GREETINGS FROM LHSOGA LONDON
The London Branch last met for a delicious luncheon and fond reunions on 13 April 2019. This seems like a long
time ago, as indeed it is. We little thought on that sunny April day that it would be the last reunion for at least three
years. Recently, we have been hopeful that we will be able to meet in the Crown Plaza Hotel in Gloucester Road on
23 April 2022, but at the time of writing, this is again in doubt. The new variant of the Covid 19 virus is rampant and
a large gathering may not be wise but we live in hope that the luncheon will take place this year.
We, in the London Branch, send New Year greetings to all Londonderry High School Old Girls and to all members
of Foyle College Former Pupils’ Association wherever they may be in the world. Eventually normal life will resume
and we will meet again.
Kanchu, Carol, Ruth and Hilary

DIGITAL PRINT

Promotional Leaflets, Brochures, Booklets,
Stationery, Posters, Invites, Memorial Cards, etc

LITHO PRINT

Books, Magazines, NCR/Invoice Books,
Tickets, Calendars etc

LARGE FORMAT

Posters, Banners, Exhibition Stands,
Signage, Display Systems and lots more

...leave it to
the experts!
028 7126 7509
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VEHICLE/DISPLAY SOLUTIONS
Vehicle Decals & Wraps, Mobile Billboards

CNC SOLUTIONS
MERCHANDISE PRINTING

info@iprintdesign.com

www.iprintdesign.com

EVENTS
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UNITED STATES MEMORIAL CERMONIES 2021

Hasley Crawford
and US Veteran Frank Elstrom

JF KENNEDY MEMORIAL NOVEMBER 2021

Group attending the ceremony
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ANNUAL DINNER

24 September 2021

It is with great pleasure that I can
report that we were finally able
to hold the FCFPA Annual Dinner,
the first social function to take
place since the Belfast Luncheon
of January 2019. The event took
a very different format to that of
previous years being an informal
occasion with no official guests
from other associations. We had
been aware that numbers would
be restricted due to the Covid
pandemic and originally the hotel
was only permitted to cater for 50
attendees which would not have
been viable for us. Thankfully, in late
July the number was increased to
100 so we pushed ahead with our
plans.
The evening turned out to be a
most enjoyable occasion, with the
66 members present enjoying the
excellent hospitality of Bishop’s
Gate Hotel. A drinks reception was
followed by the usual flawless service
of a lovely meal. While the waiters
took orders for choice of food and
wine, the FCFPA Chairman, Donald
Bigger, welcomed all present and
outlined the format for the evening.
He also extended a warm welcome
to the school principal, Mr Patrick
Allen, and to the new vice principal,
Mrs Deirdre McLaughlin.
Donald then read the list of
bereavements of members which
had taken place since our last
dinner in September 2019 and
the company stood while the long
list was read and for a minute’s
silence. Grace was then delivered
by Archdeacon Robert Miller. (The
list of deceased members follows
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this report).
During a short interval after the
main course, the presentation of
chains of office to the incoming
presidents took place. Donald
voiced the sadness of all present
when reflecting on the passing of
our Joint President, Bob Elliott, in
August. Bob had planned to travel
to the dinner to hand over his chain
to Chris Henderson but it was not to
be. Donald performed this duty and
then read a short message from
Bob’s son, Mark, which I append
below:‘I know my father would have
wanted to be there himself to hand
over his chain of office. The role
of President of the Former Pupils’
Association brought him great pride
and enjoyment. Being a member
of the Foyle community was an
important part of his identity and
through this office he was keen to
reconnect with his roots and to help
the school in any way he could. I
wish the new President and Foyle
College well in the future.’
On receiving the chain Chris
made a short acceptance speech
noting that although he was most
honoured to take up the post, he
had not always been a star pupil
and was sure that Stuart Connolly
would not have been amused!
Outgoing president, Harriet Love,
then presented her chain of office
to Anne Price-Owen. Harriet
reflected briefly on the two years
in which she and Bob had shared
the presidency and expressed her
sadness at his passing. Anne, like

Chris, looked forward to her year
in office and the future events
which could now, hopefully, follow
the pattern of previous years. She
fondly remembered enjoying the
presidency of her twin sister, Molly,
and attending the events some ten
years previously.
After dinner and with coffee served,
Donald proposed the Toast to
Foyle College and the FCFPA, and
invited the Principal to respond. In
reply, Patrick reflected on the past
eighteen months of life in Foyle
during the pandemic. (His speech
is reproduced earlier in this edition
of the magazine and replaces the
report he would normally have
delivered on Prize Night)
As this was unlike previous formal
dinners with long speeches, there
was time for members to socialise
and catch up on the many ways
in which we had all passed our
time during the various lockdowns.
Winston Irwin, who was determined
that there should be a song or two,
entertained the company with a
number of Percy French songs,
inviting all to join in.
This new format gave much greater
opportunity for members to mingle
informally and it was gratifying to
see a number of tables of younger
members who had not previously
attended this function. The FCFPA
committee will consider how such
occasions might be organised to
encourage this trend in future years.
William Lynn
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BEREAVEMENTS SINCE LAST FORMER PUPILS’
ANNUAL DINNER SEPTEMBER 2019
2019		
Elizabeth Jane Hawthorne née Aiken
decd 6 November
Helen Margaret Alexander
decd 26 November
David Russell Craig
decd 16 December
2020
Rt Rev Dr James Mehaffey
Hilda Brown
Robert Thomas Monaghan
Kathleen Marianne (Girlie) Way née Boal
Sean McMahon
Ian Alexander Craig
Oonagh Patricia Nicholas née Boal
Margaret Frances (Pearlie) Taggart née Wilson
Catherine Eileen Sandford Roulston née Bigger
Dr Basil Thompson McNamee
Lee Gurney
Deirdre Eakin née Boal
Ruth Bromley McCaul née Taylor
Jonathan Edward (Johnny) Alexander
Donald George (Don) Eakin
Alan Walter Alexander
Gladys Bigger
David A Bigger
Reginald Thompson (Reggie) McCay
Linda Elizabeth Nixon née Colhoun

decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd

6 January
21 January
22 January
15 February
18 February
6 April
10 April
12 April
18 April
18 April
20 April
16 May
19 July
25 August
7 September
28 September
11 October
15 October
17 December
18 December

2021
Wilma M E Goodall née Lyttle
Rev Wilfred John Alan Armstrong
Nora Bain née MacLaughlin
John James Brown
Robert (Robin) Eagleson
William Robert (Bill) McElhinney
David Finlay Graham Neely
Anna Cole née Ballantine
Grahame Pomeroy
Jessie Patricia (Pat) Stratten née Elliott
Sandra Coyle née Nicholas
Mary Marshall Seaton Ford
Edmund Parke
Christopher Michael Olphert
Robert J Elliott
Elvin G A Love
Sheelagh C M R Todd née Henderson
Sir John McFarland - Former Chair of LHS Governors
George Dunlop
Christopher James Doherty
Nicola Sarah Jane Robinson née Clarke
Derek Irwin Craig
Sarah Doreen Elizabeth Lowry née Todd
Matilda Lees (Hilary) McClean
Linda M McNee (Parke) née McAllister

decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd
decd

6 January
21 February
1 March
4 March
4 March
5 March
22 March
2 April
2 April
2 April
9 May
May
31 May
19 June
4 August
26 August
10 September
11 September
22 September
25 September
13 October
29 October
14 November
14 December
14 December

2022
Bishop Brian D A Hannon - Chair of Governors 1980-82

decd 10 January
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Winston Irwin, Jonathan Burgess, Stan Huey, Paul Miller

Richard Allen, Andrew Fleming, Peter McCartney, James Huey

Valerie & Simon Mowbray and Neil Stewart

Rev Cecil Heatley, Albert Austin, Winston Irwin

Seamus Smyth, George McNally, Vanessa Postle,
Shirley-Ann Brown

Lindsay Montgomery, Robert Murtland, William Miller

Roger, Elisabeth, Bert, George, Yvonne, Isabel, Seamus

Jonathan Burgess, Paul Miller, Archdeacon Robert Miller
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Past Presidents with incoming Presidents

Neil, Simon, Valerie, Alison, Elma, Elaine, Bill, Marshall

Elma & William Lynn, Alison & Marshall Kilgore

Jennifer Windebanks, Laura & Keith Hegarty

James, Stan, Monty, John, Peter, Andrew, Richard
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Cathy, Jennifer, Laura, Keith, Caroline, Siobhan, Fiona, Pauline,
Jennifer, Caroline

Deirdre McLaughlin, Patrick Allen, Stan Huey

Bill Priestley, Yvonne Smyth, Isabel McNally, Elaine Priestley

Anne, Harriet, Adrian, Vanessa, Shirley-Ann, Chris, Deirdre

David Graham, Louis & Anna Fields, Gary McKinley, David Lapsley, Michael Rankin, Ryan Marshall

Anne Price-Owen, Harriet Love, Roger & Elisabeth Thompson
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Robert & Martin Murtland
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PRESENTATION OF
MARGARET ‘GRETTA’ COUSINS PORTRAIT
On Wednesday, 29 September
2021, Dr Keith Munroe visited the
school and presented the gift of
a portrait of his great aunt, Gretta
Cousins, whose story we told in
a previous edition of the Former
Pupils’ Magazine. Dr Munroe had
been pleased to discover that a
silver salver in his great aunt’s name
had been commissioned by the
school as a prize for future years. The
salver is intended for presentation
annually to ‘The Girl who has given
Outstanding Service to the School’
and was presented for the first time
at last year’s prizegiving.
The beautifully framed portrait of
Gretta and an explanatory plaque
to go with it will take pride of place
in the main body of the school and
will pay tribute to this remarkable
former pupil of Victoria High School
and to her stellar career in women’s
movements.
William Lynn

33

FORMER PUPILS ASSOCIATION
MAGAZINE 2021

TREE PLANTING AT FOYLE AND MAGEE
To mark the opening of the COP26
Climate Conference in Glasgow
it was mutually agreed to plant
trees at both the Foyle and Magee
campuses. Ulster University, which
now has possession of Duncreggan
campus, had managed to clone
several young trees from the large
150 year old cut-leafed Hornbeam
in the grounds of the old school.
One of these was presented to
the school and another was to be
planted in the grounds at Magee
near Aberfoyle House.

The two planting ceremonies took
place consecutively on the afternoon
of 2 November, commencing at the
Foyle campus near the entrance
gates on Limavady Road, and after
a break for refreshments, at the
Magee campus. A number of pupils
from the environmental group at
Foyle, accompanied by their teacher,
Miss Nicole Sloane, assisted with the
planting, ably supervised by Robert
Murtland, William Lynn (FPA) and
Dave Curtis (Estates Manager, UU).
The school was represented by

Principal, Patrick Allen, while Vice
Chancellor and Head of Science
Faculty, Professors Liam Maguire
and Paul Bartholomew represented
Magee.
These trees will be a living legacy
and link between the former site at
Duncreggan, the new development
at the Springham Campus and
Magee College.
William Lynn

Hornbeam planted by the environmental group at the school

Tree planting at Magee with Nicole Sloane
and Prof. Liam Maguire
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Representatives of Magee, Foyle and Former Pupils at tree
planting
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ARMISTICE DAY MEMORIAL

Archdeacon Robert Miller, Joy Tennis, Head Boy Adam Kane, Patrick Allen, Head Girl Molly Hannaway, Chris Henderson,
Alderman Ryan McCready

Joy Tennis, Chris Henderson laying the wreath on behalf of the Joy, Head Boy, Patrick, Head Girl and Chris
Former Puplis Association
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UPDATE ON
ST COLUMB’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Demand for student places in St Columb’s
School of Music since it opened two years
ago has led to a fundraising campaign to
provide additional accommodation. Despite
the pandemic, we have been able to go
from strength to strength, and the School
of Music is now home to over 220 (and
counting!) students who study piano, organ,
singing, guitar, violin, viola, cello, flute, clarinet,
saxophone, recorder, harp, drums and music
theory. We are delighted to report that the
eight teaching rooms in our premises at No 1 St
Columb’s Court are now fully utilised Monday
to Thursday and, as numbers continue to rise,
this leaves us with a very healthy problem - a
substantial waiting list.
In a bid to provide additional rooms and
additional tutors, many of whom are research
students in the Faculty of Music in the Ulster
University, Magee Campus - we are seeking to
raise £10,000 to renovate an adjoining flat,
situated to the rear of our current premises,
which once served as the residence for the
caretaker of ‘No 1’ when it was the home of The
Honourable The Irish Society. The flat, which
has been vacant for many years, requires
major work but, when finished, will create a
further five teaching rooms thus providing a
considerable expansion of the music school.
To date, we have been fortunate in raising
£7,000 of the total amount.
St Columb’s School of Music would like to thank
those all who have kindly made donations to
this initiative, especially The Reverend Canon
David Crooks, Margaret O’Hara, Henry Cox &
Michael Kunkel, Ken & Joan Doherty and Sir
Denis Desmond. We appreciate all the support
and encouragement we have received from
the local community and beyond since we
first opened our doors in September 2019.
All donations will be most gratefully received.
For further information please contact Nicky
or Louis on music@stcolumbsschoolofmusic.
com
With sincere thanks and good wishes
Nicky Morton
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Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 1921-2021,
End of an Era
The passing of a man who made
such a lasting impression on so
many aspects of life in Britain, the
Commonwealth and the wider
world was marked by many tributes
in the press from people in all walks
of life and from all around the globe.
Queen Elizabeth’s husband of 73
years and the longest serving consort
for 70 years was never content to
just play a supporting role for the
monarch but contrived to make his
own mark on so many of his diverse
range of interests; science, the
environment, world wild life and the
armed forces, particularly the Royal
Navy, where he began his career
which was then sacrificed when the
Queen ascended the throne in 1952.
Above all, he had a great interest
in young people and established
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme in 1958 to enable them to
realise their full potential, offering
them opportunities to expand their
boundaries through a wide range
of pursuits. Its aims were to inspire,
guide and support young people
from all backgrounds in their selfdevelopment and to recognise their
achievements. Participants were
encouraged to volunteer in their
communities, while the aim of the
skills section was to develop practical
and social skills, and personal
interests. Physical recreation was
designed to encourage them in
areas of sport, dance and fitness
activities.
The award was divided into three
sections, Bronze, Silver and Gold,
and participants could decide to
progress through these or to reach a
level of their personal achievement.
The expedition section in all three
areas involved planning, training
and completion of an adventurous
journey in the UK or abroad. At
Gold Level it involved a four-day
residential course working away

from home and engaging with
others to achieve a practical goal.
The Award Scheme was initially
introduced to Foyle by Ken Hoyle in
1983 but became established after
newly-qualified Biology teacher,
Ingrid Hannaway, joined the staff
in 1984. Ingrid began with 24 keen
pupils covering all three groups. By
1988 the numbers involved had
grown rapidly with 96 at Bronze
level, 23 at Silver and 41 at Gold.
Other staff joined in, assisting with
the scheme and bringing their
own strengths and experiences to
the tasks. The successful students,
along with their teachers, began
to receive their awards, travelling
to such venues as St James’ Palace
in London, Holyrood House in
Edinburgh or a Hillsborough Castle
Garden Party.
Ingrid confirms that, despite many

changes over the last 40 years,
the enthusiasm, determination
and resourcefulness of our pupils
remains steadfast. The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme enables
the development of mind, body
and soul in a non-competitive,
challenging environment. It builds
self-confidence, enhances skills
and inspires aspirations in the
participants, and it is hoped that
this will continue for many years
to come. We must be grateful to
Prince Philip for the opportunities
that his scheme has brought to so
many, and to people like Ingrid who
contribute so much to its success
among Foyle College pupils.
As a mark of respect the school flag
flew at half mast from the day of the
Prince’s passing until the morning
after his funeral.
W M Lynn
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NOTICES
Births
BIRTHS

To Joe and Charlotte Jeffers née
Simpson, a daughter, Maria, born
23 December 2020.
To Nicholas and Victoria Higgins,
a son, Reuben Nicholas,
born 10 January 2021.
To Neil and Tara Burns née Scott,
a daughter, Margot India,
born 20 January 2021.
To Philip and Helen Clyde née
McCarter, a daughter, Eloise
Caroline, born 23 January 2021.

To David and Joanne Coaton née
Love, a daughter, Cora Harriet,
born 11 February 2021, a sister
for Hugo John.
To Michael and Sarah Daly née
Simpson, a daughter, Maeve,
born 1 March 2021.
To Michael and Vanessa Love, a
daughter, Sienna Eleanor,
born 24 March 2021.
To Simon and Rachel Logue née
Stone, a daughter, Poppy Grace,
born 9 June 2021.
To Taylor and Rebecca Cole née
Chambers, a son, Codi David,
born 5 July 2021.

To Tom and Sinead Wright née
Magnier, a son, Jack Christopher
Magnier, born 30 October 2021.
To Ben and Sarah Lewis née
McConnell, a daughter, Ruby,
born 12 November 2021.
To Sean and Sara Keyes née Lynn,
a son, Emmett Michael,
born 13 December 2021, a
brother for Malachi.
To Guy and Marianne Jarvie née
McNally, a son, Harris George,
born 5 January 2022
in Melbourne.

Marriages
31 December 2021
Michael Gault to Claire Feeney. The wedding took place at St Mary’s Chapel followed by a reception at
Bishop’s Gate Hotel.

Michael and Claire
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Bridal party including former pupils Jeremy Gault, Christie Allen (Bestman) and
Peter Gault.

18 September 2021
Catherine Thatcher to Martin Flynn. The wedding took place in Trafalgar Warehouse, Sheffield.

The wedding party

The Thatcher family

Bride and groom with the brides mum and dad.

Left, Doctors Sinead, Catherine and Rachel
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16 July 2021
Louis Fields to Anna Kilgore. The wedding took place in St Columb’s Cathedral.

Louis and Anna leaving St Columb’s Cathedral

The Kilgore/Whiteside family

The Fields family

Tara, Jan, Eva, Aoife, Anna, Rebecca, Amy and Ashleigh - all former Foyle pupils.
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NOTES AND NEWS
Michael Allen has been named
Headteacher of the Year in a
Secondary School, at the Pearson
National Teaching Awards. The
Pearson National Teaching
Awards is an annual celebration of
excellence in education, founded in
1998 by Lord Puttnam to recognise
the life-changing impact an
inspirational teacher can have on
the lives of the young people they
work with.
Margaret (Gretta) Cousins – a
commemorative plaque erected
in St Columb’s Hall in memory of
Emmeline Pankhurst was a tribute
shared with Margaret Cousins, the
Irish and Indian suffragette (18781954) who attended Victoria High
School. Co-founder of the Irish
Women’s Franchise League, Dublin
in 1908, she was credited with
organising and inviting Pankhurst
to speak in St Columb’s Hall in
1910.
Kathy Craig who worked as a
catering manager for a lengthy
period has now set up and is
running the Maydown Farm Shop
which is a member of LegenDerry
Food, the city and district’s
food brand which champions
the promotion and use of local
produce. For Kathy, it’s all about
community and she is pleased that
all her products are locally sourced
from north and south of the
border, with her potatoes being
grown ‘just around the corner’ by
her brother who is a farmer.
Alanna Dalzell continues to display
her cricketing talent. In March
this year she won the ‘O’Neills
1918 Female Club Player of the
Year’ prize at the ITW Sports Irish
Cricket Awards. Alanna is currently
studying Physiotherapy at Ulster
University.

Gavin Killeen is Director of North
West Medical. Health Minister,
Robin Swann, officially opened the
manufacturing facility in August
when it was reported that the
Campsie-based firm had been
awarded a £6.5 million contract to
supply Type IIR face masks to the
Health Service in Northern Ireland.

Alice Hegarty has been formally
admitted by the Law Society as a
solicitor. Alice was also sworn in as
a Notary Public and was described
by her company as ‘now officially
having her wings’ They continued,
‘Alice is a brilliant young solicitor
and we are lucky to have her on
our team.’ She is the daughter of
Keith and Laura Hegarty.
James Huey’s Walled City Brewery
is to be extended to incorporate
a new single storey visitor centre.
The facility will be connected to
the existing brewery building and
incorporate a brewing and distilling
section and a space for hosting
up to 40 people. Other features
include a gift shop, rest facilities
and storage in a small garden to
grow produce for food production
within the business.
William F Graham Hunter JP
was awarded an OBE (Order
of The British Empire) in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours List for
services to the economy and the
community in County Londonderry.

Joseph Leighton was one of five
young musicians from Londonderry
and Strabane to be awarded
£1,000 each as part of the City of
Derry Jazz & Big Band Festival.
The young guitarist has toured
as a side-man to many exciting
countries in the world including
Vietnam, Singapore, Lebanon and
Jamaica.
Camilla Lyttle is presently working
as a doctor in Queensland,
Australia. Camilla has won the
Oceania Ironman Competition and
has been invited to take part in the
World Championships in Utah next
year.
Hilary Lyttle née Ferris together
with her husband, Keith, has taken
over the running of the family
firm, Robert Ferris Estate Agent
Ltd from her father. The business
has been widely acknowledged
as the area’s leading independent
estate agency. It was established
in 1989 and celebrated 30 years
in business in September 2019.
Hilary intends to undertake a
modernisation process and plans
to expand the business’s portfolio
and clientele into the Coleraine
triangle, Castlerock and Articlave.
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The Reverend Canon Aonghus
Mayes who has been rector of Moy
and Charlemont in the Diocese
of Armagh for the past eleven
years, has been appointed rector
of Drumachose Christ Church,
Limavady. Aonghus takes up his
new appointment in January 2022.
Linda Murray has retired from her
position as Assistant Cook in the
school. Linda has been a valued
member of the catering staff since
1999. We wish her a long and
happy retirement.

Jim McBride who has been
involved in railway preservation
in Ireland for 30 years has written
a book entitled ‘The Lough
Swilly Remembered’. He gave an
illustrated talk at the launch of the
book in November 2021 in the
Central Library.
Richard McCarter was appointed
Head Coach of City of Derry Rugby
Club in May. In taking on this
role, Richard is following in the
footsteps of his father, Gerald.
Peter McCartney has been
appointed North West Cricket
Union General Manager.
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Marc McCorkell has recently left
his post at the Royal Household,
where he worked on the planning
and implementation of the Prince
of Wales’s and the Duchess of
Cornwall’s International Activities.
This varied role saw Marc working
on the development of their
Royal Highnesses’ diplomatic
duties, international interests and
patronages. Particular highlights
for him included accompanying
the Prince of Wales on visits to
New Zealand, West Africa and
Greece and, of course, Ireland and also working on the 2019
US Presidential State Visit to
the UK. Marc has recently taken
up a new position within the
Diplomatic Service at the Foreign,
Commonwealth, and Development
Office (FCDO) in London, where
he will be based for the next
two years before his first posting
abroad to a British Embassy or
High Commission.
Niamh Spence was one of a group
of three young doctors who left
home to isolate in a local hotel
in order to assist in the care of
Covid-19 patients at the height of
the pandemic earlier in the year.
Mark Taylor is the Northern Ireland
Director of the Royal College of
Surgeons. He is a consultant in
general and hepatobiliary surgery
based in Belfast and regularly
comments on the waiting lists crisis
which has been exacerbated by
the pandemic.
Developments at the Duncreggan
and Springtown Sites
Although the former school sites
were handed over to their owners
in 2017/18 there has been little in

the way of development on either
site. The Springtown buildings
were demolished in July 2017 after
fire all but gutted the structure,
requiring total demolition and
clearance of the site to allow for
the proposed new Special Needs
schools. This construction has not
yet begun but plans have been
published and passed by the
relevant authorities.
The Duncreggan buildings were
cleared but 24 hour security was
essential to avoid the vandalism
and destruction wrought on
Springtown. Much of this expense
was shouldered by the school
until Ulster University finally took
possession in 2019. Initially their
decision was to demolish all
buildings on the site apart from
Duncreggan House which remains
a listed building, but more recently,
the decision has been to retain
the Sports Hall and the Computer/
Technology Suites which are
relatively recent structures.
Demolition and clearance of
the remaining buildings took
place over a few months and I
was granted permission to take
some photographs when it was
completed. Duncreggan House
stood isolated and forlorn amidst
its overgrown grounds. Only the
Sports Hall remained adjacent to
it. An old toilet block and central
heating brick chimney which stood
behind the house had also been
demolished and all the doors and
windows were boarded up. A new
car park was being constructed on
the hockey pitch, but apart from
that there have been no further
developments.
William Lynn
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Ongoing demolition at Duncreggan site

Dunseverick

Former Hockey pitches
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OBITUARIES
Rev Wilfred John Alan
Armstrong BA

sharing their ‘Life Story’ known as
their ‘Fireside Chat’.

Rev Wilfred Armstrong, Minister
Emeritus of Second Broughshane
Presbyterian Church, died on 21
February 2021 in the 91st year of his
age. He was born in Londonderry
on 4 February 1930 and was the
elder son of Frederick and Margaret
Armstrong who were grocers and
general merchants in the city.
Wilfred attended the Model School
1935-42, Foyle College 1942-47,
Magee University 1947-51, Trinity
College, Dublin, from where he
graduated in 1951, New College,
Edinburgh 1951-52, Assembly’s
College, Belfast, 1952-53 and back
to New College, Edinburgh, with
an Assistantship in Richmond,
Craigmiller (Church of Scotland)
1954-56.

in Tyrone he wrote a short history of
Ballymagrane Congregation.
In September 1971 both he and
Valerie moved to County Antrim to
Second Broughshane Congregation
and served there until his

Medallion Shield 1944/45, Wilfred (Vice Captain) third from right (seated).

Wilfred was ordained to the Ministry
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
in June 1957, in the congregations
of Aughnacloy and Ballymagrane,
County Tyrone. He married Valerie
Graham from Lisnaskea, County
Fermanagh, in 1967. During his time
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retirement from the active ministry
in 1995. After Wilfred’s retirement
they moved into the Ballymena
area where he continued to do
part-time work in several of the
town congregations. Both he and
Valerie travelled all over the country

During their time in Tyrone and
Antrim, Wilfred and Valerie travelled
to several countries. They visited
Philadelphia and Washington DC
for preaching engagements, one
of which was the day the ‘other
Armstrong’ landed on the moon.
They also visited Edmonton on
a two-month house exchange,
and from there took in Manitoba,
Seattle, Vancouver and the Rockies.
They travelled widely across Europe
and, in 1984, were leaders of a
large group to the Holy Land.
This obituary would not be complete
without reference to Wilfred’s
rugby days in Foyle College. During
the years 1942-47 he played rugby,
first in the Medallion and later for
the 1st XV. He had the honour of
playing on the team captained by
Noel Henderson, who later played
for Ulster and Ireland. Wilfred
played in the semi-final of the
Ulster Schools’ Cup in which Foyle
lost 5-3 to Methodist College whom
they had previously defeated that
season, 1946-47. Wilfred loved his
rugby and up until his health finally
failed, he and Valerie watched most
of the rugby matches on television.
Apart from his busy church
engagements, during his retirement
he was a member of the Slemish
Probus Club, Foyle College Old
Boys Association, Genevan Clerical
Society, and up until recently, he and
Valerie were members of Ballymena
U3A, the local Retirement Group
and the Presbyterian Historical
Society.
Wilfred’s funeral was held in Second
Broughshane Presbyterian Church
on 23 February 2021.
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OBITUARIES
Nora Bain née MacLaughlin

The community in Killyleagh was
greatly saddened at the death of
Mrs Nora Bain on 1 March 2021
at the age of 92. Nora was born
in Clarendon Street, Londonderry,
on 19 June 1928, to Leslie and
Kathleen MacLaughlin. She was the
younger sister of Betty.
She grew up there and was a
teenager during World War 2 when
Londonderry was a major naval
base. Her parents had an open
house for naval officers to relax
and this helped to form her strong
sense of duty and doing what was
right to help others.
Having
been
educated
in
Londonderry High School and
Coleraine High School, where she
boarded, Nora took a year out
after the war to do some travelling
with friends in England. She then
enrolled in Glasgow and West
of Scotland College of Domestic
Science where she obtained a
First Class Diploma in Hotel and
Institutional Management. This led
to a dietetics position in the Royal
Victoria Hospital in Belfast. She was
then manager of Inglis’s Restaurant
in Belfast for six years.
Around this time she met Austin Bain
in the Strand Hotel in Portstewart.
She was coming downstairs in the
reception area and noticed a tall,
handsome man leaning on the big
mantelpiece, smoking a pipe. She
thought, ‘this is the man I’d love to
marry’.
Austin was a single-handed GP in
Killyleagh and they started courting.
They were married in 1958 in
Rosemary Presbyterian Church,
Belfast, by the Rev Samuel McVicar,
who had coincidentally, baptised
them both as he had been a

minister in Killyleagh before moving
to Londonderry.
It was a very happy marriage which
lasted 58 years. Sadly, their first
baby, Leslie, was stillborn. She never
forgot him. They were blessed with
a daughter, Marianne, and a son,
David.
Nora was devoted to Austin and
supported him in his role as the
local family doctor for 35 years
until he retired in 1982. She was a
loving mother who did her best for
her children. She was also highly
active in the community and was
one of the founders of the senior
citizens’ club in the town. She was
popular with those who knew her
and never had a bad word to say
about anyone.
Nora loved cooking and her roast
dinners were a favourite with the
family. She also baked delicious
cakes, scones and shortbread
which she loved giving to people.
She taught her grandchildren to
cook and bake from an early age.
She was very generous and in her
later years would crochet baby
blankets for any of the carers who
were pregnant. As one carer put
it, ‘I loved her like a granny and
will cherish the lovely blankets she
crocheted for the boys. They will
know about the wonderful lady
who made them’.
Another of Nora’s characteristics
was her ability to make friends
and keep them for life. She had
a life-long friendship with Betty,
who is still alive, and many others
from school and college. She was
interested in people and did her
best to support them if she could.
Nora lived a full life supporting

her family and friends and is sadly
missed. She was the beloved wife
of Austin, the much loved mother of
Marianne and David, dear motherin-law of Claire, loving grandmother
of Gary, Stuart, William, Gregory
and Nicola, honorary grandmother
of Paula and Marie, and great
grandmother of Ellie and Ruby.
A service of thanksgiving for her life
took place in Charles Rourke and
Sons Funeral Church in Downpatrick
and was followed by cremation at
Roselawn.
Obituary supplied by her daughter,
Marianne.

Derek Irwin Craig

Derek was born on 12 January 1939.
He entered Foyle from the Model
School in 1950, joining his two older
brothers, Russell and Ian. Younger
brother, Alwyn followed in 1951 and
sister Meriel entered Londonderry
High School in 1956.
At school he played rugby and
cricket for the school teams at every
age group level, including cricket for
the 1st XI for two years, and rugby
for the 1st XV for three years. He
was captain of rugby in 1957 and in
1956-57 he was Deputy Head Boy.
He was also a talented singer
and actor and was fortunate to
be at Foyle during a period when
the school produced a Gilbert
and Sullivan opera each year. He
performed in the choruses or had
leading roles in Patience, Pirates of
Penzance, Ruddigore, HMS Pinafore
and notably played the Duke of
Plaza-Toro in The Gondoliers.
On leaving Foyle he went to
Queen’s University and graduated
with BSc Honours in Economics.
Following graduation he moved to
45

FORMER PUPILS ASSOCIATION
MAGAZINE 2021

OBITUARIES
London to work as an economist
and statistician for Philips Electrical,
for The British Radio Equipment
Manufacturers Association, and
then for The Plessey Company.
In 1963 Derek married Sylvia Nutt
whom he had first met when he was
at Foyle and she was Head Girl at
Londonderry High School. They had
renewed their acquaintanceship at
Queen’s University where she was
studying modern languages. They
first lived in Richmond and South
Norwood, before moving to Ongar
in Essex. Michael and James were
born during this time. He was a
founder member of Ongar Rugby
Club. He played scrum half for the
club until injury forced him to stop,
when he took up refereeing.
In 1973 the family moved to Heswall,
Wirral, when Derek accepted an
invitation from a previous boss to
join him at the headquarters of
Littlewoods Stores in Liverpool.
During the 1970s to 1990s he
continued to work for Littlewoods
in business analysis and corporate
planning, at a crucial time when
computers were playing an ever
more important role in the retail
trade. He somehow found time to
do a part time course at Manchester
Business School and graduated
with an MBSc in Business Science.
In Heswall they joined the United
Reformed Church where Derek
served in church roles, including
elder, treasurer and secretary,
and in a buildings and garden
maintenance group. They sang for
many years in the Castle Singers,
a Heswall based choir that raises
money for various charities. He was
an excellent baritone/bass whose
many solo performances gained
him fame.
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In 1994 Derek and Sylvia moved
to Singapore where Derek was
involved in setting up the company’s
international arm. They embraced
this great opportunity, became
stalwarts of the Welsh choir and
explored the Far East region.
Sylvia had taken early retirement
from her teaching job at Calday
Grange Grammar School in order to
accompany him. They returned to
Heswall after 2 years.
He retired from Littlewoods in 1997
and was then able to catch up on
hobbies and interests that had been
neglected during a busy working
career. He was a keen gardener
and enjoyed walking with friends
in Wales, Wirral and Cheshire. He
and Sylvia enjoyed more travel and
visiting sons, Michael and James,
and their families in Switzerland
and Brussels.
Sadly, Sylvia was diagnosed with
cancer, and died in January 2009.
Derek had a very difficult time after
her death but continued to take
a full part in life, engaging in his
favourite interests and hobbies. It
was then that he took on additional
voluntary work on a board of
trustees deciding on charitable
support.
In 2013 a lifelong love of crosswords
and travelling paid unexpected
dividends when, during a holiday
in Italy, he met Pat who had similar
interests. They married in January
2014 and had seven happy years
together when they travelled
extensively in the UK and abroad.
Derek was diagnosed with cancer
in August 2021 and sadly died at
home on 29 October. He is survived
by Pat, his sons Michael and James,
daughters-in-law Lisa and Lisa, and
grandsons, Thomas and Robert;

also brother Alwyn and sister Meriel.
He was predeceased by brothers,
Russell, in December 2019, and
Ian, in April 2020. A memorial
service was held in Heswall United
Reformed Church on 17 November
2021.
Obituary supplied by his brother,
Alwyn

George Dunlop

George and his twin brother, Billy,
were born on 20 July 1937 to
George and Edna Dunlop. The
family lived at 26 Violet Street
and George was the fifth of eight
siblings. He attended Clooney
Primary School until 1949 when he
proceeded to Foyle College where
he excelled in sport representing
the school with distinction in both
rugby and cricket, and as a member
of the boxing club.
Leaving Foyle in June 1955, he found
employment in the City Accountant’s
Office for Londonderry Corporation.
He studied accountancy for five
years before moving into the textile
industry where he held senior
management posts in Northern
Ireland and Scotland, becoming
Regional Executive of the Clothing
and Footwear Industry Training
Board for Northern Ireland. From
1990 he was Technical Manager of
the Garment and Textile Association
at the University of Ulster, later
forming his own company.
George belonged to Waterside
Presbyterian Church and served
on the church committee and Kirk
Session. He met Irene May Wilson
whose family lived in St Columb’s
Court, her father being the Dean’s
Verger in St Columb’s Cathedral.
They were married on 6 June 1961
and thus began a long association
with the cathedral for George.
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The couple settled in Ross Bay
which became home for them and
their three children, Alyson, Terence
and Joanne, all of whom attended
Foyle and Londonderry College.
Sadly Alyson, who had suffered
from Stills Disease for many years,
died in May 1983 and later Irene,
who battled cancer and was cared
for by George at home, died in
November 1998.
George’s early successes in sport
carried through to later years in
both City of Derry Rugby Club and
Brigade Cricket Club. Following an
injury which curtailed his playing
career, he became an Irish Rugby
Football Union referee, continuing
his interests in both of his former
clubs.
George also had a long and
distinguished association with Irish
Freemasonry having joined the St
Columb’s Masonic Lodge in Moville
in 1968. He progressed to Grand
Master of Ireland in 2006 and
travelled the length and breadth
of Ireland and further afield,
encouraging lodges to support
Masonic charities.
In 2013 George showed early
signs of dementia. He moved into
Sevenoaks Care Home and later,
Cornfield Care Home in Limavady
where he remained for the last
three years of his life, supported
always by his family.
George died on 22 September
2021. He had led a very full life and
will be fondly remembered as a true
gentleman by all who knew him. A
Service of Thanksgiving for his life
was held in St Columb’s Cathedral
on 24 September 2021.

around the Lawrence Hill building
as they had been ‘transferred’ there
and acclimatised a year earlier or
perhaps it was for the last term of
1951-52.

Robert (Robin) Eagleson

Our beloved Robin of Richill, Armagh
(formerly of Londonderry), passed
away peacefully on Thursday, 4
March 2021 in the place he loved,
his boat, October Dream. Robin was
a caring and devoted husband and
father with a keen life-long interest
in sailing. He was predeceased by
his sister, Hilary, and more recently
his wife, Lorna, who sadly departed
from us in July past.
Tribute from Eric Beatty
I have just opened your email
and am shocked and saddened
to learn of the loss of Robin. He
could not have wished more than
to go quickly in a place he so loved
- his yacht. We last corresponded
on 4th December 2020 when he
finally was able to write about the
loss of Lorna.
I knew Robin for nearly 70 years
when I, like brother Billy, came to
Foyle as a First Former in 1952.
Robin was also in Form I but had
been at school since 1944 when he
joined the Prep Department. All his
schooling was at Foyle. Indeed he
and his contemporaries like John
Connolly, David Thompson and Terry
Hamilton already knew their way

Robin was a ‘chorus girl’ in
those early Gilbert & Sullivan
performances. He was a superb
cricketer and certainly played for
the 1st XI in 1958 and 1959. After
leaving school he played with Billy
Platt on the City of Derry 1st XI.
(need to check Billy Platt’s Foyle
Cricket book). Although not an
active player Robin travelled with
the 1st XV Rugby team as our linesman and ‘mascot’! He was a school
prefect in both Lower and Upper
Sixth Form 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Robin along with me and a number
of others had a school Skiffle Group
in those later days at school. We
played at school gigs and I recall
touring hospital wards and old
peoples homes at Christmas (must
have been 1958).
On leaving school Robin became
a trainee manager in the shirt
industry. W M (Ashley) Kinghan
could perhaps fill in some details
as I know Ashley was Best Man
at his wedding to Lorna. Robin
progressed through the apparel
industry and was Chief Executive/
Managing Director of several
companies. I recall meeting him in
a work capacity around 1990 when
he ran a handkerchief factory in
the Lurgan/Portadown area. He
and Lorna lived in Richhill, County
Armagh.
Robin and Lorna were very keen
sailors, especially of J/24 racing
yachts. Robin became President of
the Irish Association of the J/24 Class
and finally Worldwide Chairman/
President of the Association. I had
reconnected with Robin in 2010
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when we were trying to muster as
many members of the classes of
1958 and 1959 to attend the 2011
Old Boys Dinner when Stan Huey
was President. Robin was unable
to attend because the dinner
coincided with the world meeting
of the J/24 Yachting Association.
However once his J/24 duties were
over Robin was an active attendee
at FCFPA events. Last time we
were together was the Belfast
Lunch of 2020 (photo in the 2020
magazine).
Robin lived on the Glen Road with
brother Terry and sister Hilary.
Brian Mooney and his sister Ann
were close neighbours. His father
had died when Robin was 15 and
it is his lovely mother, Meta, that I
remember meeting in their home.
As I recall The Errigal Inns in Derry
(Great James Street) and on the
Ormeau Road in Belfast were part
of the family business. Terry lives
in Belfast. Sadly, Hilary passed on
many years ago. Robin and Lorna
had a son and daughter, Peter and
Jayne, and several grandchildren.
Peter lives in North Down. Jayne
lives in Italy. I know Jayne had
intended to return home for Robin’s
80th birthday last March but
Covid-19 put an end to that.
Eric Beatty presented his ‘Long
Scarf’ to the school archive
where it is currently displayed.
It was accompanied with the
explanations
of
its
origins
explained in Robin’s own narrative
written in 2019 and appended
below.
Robin Eagleson’s
‘Saga of the Long Scarf’
Throughout the 1950s Londonderry
High School maintained a separate
facility, teaching what was then
called ‘Domestic Science’ to
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The fact that the girls at Northlands
were a year older than us, did not
wear school uniforms, and were
allowed minimal make-up when
out of school, made them seem
particularly exotic and glamorous
to pubescent male teenagers!
Looking back, with the advantage
of hindsight, I would guess that the
pupils at Northlands were those
girls who, for whatever reason, did
not qualify for Queens or Stranmillis,
but whose parents could afford to
have them kept out of the way for
another year, while having them
prepared for ‘a good marriage’.

young ladies who had otherwise
completed their formal education.
It was called Northlands College,
the name, I believe, being derived
from that of the rather grand old
building in which it was housed.
Northlands was situated at the top
of Crawford Square and fronted on
to a little laneway which connected
Crawford Square to Academy
Road. This location was significant
as we lads from Foyle had to walk
past on our way to and from our
old Boarding School on Academy
Road. There was much whistling
and waving to the girls when the
opportunity allowed!
I do not know when Northlands
began or what has happened over
the intervening years, but it was
certainly still operating in the early
1960s. Northlands had a boarding
facility and was a temporary home
to young ladies from far away
places like Coleraine, Enniskillen and
Belfast. To put this in perspective,
in those days Belfast was at least
three hours away by car…if you had
one!

Being a part of the High School, the
Northlands girls were automatically
invited to the few mixed functions
which were held in Lawrence Hill,
the highlight of which was the
annual ‘Prefects Dance’. Invitations
to this prestigious affair were
issued to the High School sixth
form en bloc, through the then
Headmistress of Londonderry High,
a Miss McIlroy!
The boarders at Northlands were
pretty strictly chaperoned. They
were allowed into town (Yannarelli’s
cafe!) after school on a limited
basis, perhaps two or three days
per week, but had to be back in
school by 5pm. They were, however,
allowed out to visit at weekends by
invitation from ‘a responsible adult’.
My ‘Northlands’ girlfriend at that
time was a very pretty young lady
from Portstewart called Sandra
Woodside. Sadly I have no memory
of how we met, or got together.
On several occasions I persuaded
my mother to telephone the
Headmistress, and to invite Sandra
for tea on a Sunday afternoon. ‘Tea’
actually consisted of drinking milky
coffee and listening to rock and roll
records!
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On one such occasion Sandra asked
if she could bring her best friend,
Joyce Moore, along and of course
mother agreed. When the girls
arrived they were both wearing
very striking long scarves in their
former school colours, Coleraine
High for Sandra, and Methodist
College for Joyce. Apart from the
length the significant point was that
the school colours ran lengthwise
along the scarf, as opposed to
more
conventional
horizontal
designs prevalent at the time. The
girls scarves were both official
school uniform, while we at Foyle
had a short woollen knitted affair in
Derry Crimson with a couple of thin
horizontal gold bands. I cannot be
sure, but I think it had tassels at the
ends.
I duly admired the girls’ scarves,
but thought no more of it until
a few weeks later when Sandra
presented me with the very first
New Long Scarf! The design, which
I think came from Joyce, was based
on the school rugby jersey of the
time, which was basically black with
a crimson and gold hoop around
the chest and upper sleeve.
When I wore the scarf to school it
was an instant ‘hit’ and I got lots
of requests for copies. Sandra
and Joyce made, I guess, around a
dozen more before production was
stopped as it was monopolising the
sewing class facilities in Northlands.
Stewart Connolly, who was Deputy
Head at the time, expressed his
disapproval, I am not sure on what
grounds, but as it proved so popular
he could not do anything about it.
In any case Archie McConnell, the
then Head, told me that he thought
it looked ‘very nice’.

I left school at the end of that
year (June ‘59) and do not know
anything of the subsequent history
of the scarf. I know that Eric is
trying to research this, but you can
be sure that this is the true story of
the original.
I met Joyce once more, about thirty
years later. Sadly she passed away
about 15/20 years ago, I think from
a form of cancer.
Sandra went on to marry another
former
Foyle
pupil,
Donald
Jamieson, whose father Barry was
the renowned head of the Model
School. Sandra is still with us, and
lives in Lisburn although I believe
she is not in good health. I am
considering getting in touch with
her. I am sure that she would like
to know that her ‘invention’ is still
being discussed after sixty odd
years!
I hope you find this useful and
of some interest.
Certainly
remembering it all has raised many
happy, and some bittersweet,
memories for me.
Robin Eagleson

Robert John (Bob) Elliott

Born 20 May 1945
Attended Foyle College from 4
September 1956 until 25 June 1964
Died 4 August 2021
It was with great sadness that the
members of Foyle College Former
Pupils’ Association learned of the
passing of their President, Bob
Elliott, in August. Bob had enjoyed
his years at Foyle College and always
retained his interest in the school
and the circle of friends he made
there. He attended all reunions and
events in recent years and was an
obvious choice as president of the
association in 2019.

He very much enjoyed the events
during that year and always
attended the FCFPA committee
meetings, often flying in from
London and staying overnight
in the City Hotel just to take
part in the discussions. This was
much appreciated by committee
members as he always brought
fresh ideas to such gatherings.
Unfortunately the restrictions of
the Covid-19 pandemic meant that
many of the events in school and
the social events of the association
were curtailed or cancelled early
in 2020. As these restrictions
continued, Bob, and his Joint
President, Harriet Love, agreed to
remain in office for a second year.
The last social event held by the
association was the Belfast Reunion
Luncheon in February 2020 where
Bob addressed the company after
lunch.
Little did we know that the
stranglehold of restrictions would
ensure that no further events could
be held until our recent Annual
Dinner this September. It had been
planned that Bob and Harriet
would attend the dinner and hand
over their chains of office to the
incoming presidents but sadly that
was not to be as Bob became
progressively ill during the summer.
As a mark of respect, the school and
the association were represented
by Patrick Allen and Donald Bigger,
respectively, at the Thanksgiving
Service for Bob’s life in St Sebastian’s
Church, Finchampstead, Berkshire,
on 9 September 2021. The original
Foyle College flag was flown at half
mast in front of the school on the
day of his funeral.
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be in the commercial world. I found
out that Trinity College, Dublin,
had just set up an undergraduate
Business Studies Faculty and I
entered Trinity in October 1964.

When Bob was appointed Vice
President in 2018 he wrote a
profile of his life which was
published in the Former Pupils’
Magazine for that year. We felt it
would be appropriate to include
extracts from that profile which
are appended below.
William Lynn
‘In my years at Foyle the school
was located at Lawrence Hill so my
journey to school was much easier
than for many. Nevertheless, living
near the Collon on the Buncrana
Road entailed a 15 minute walk to
catch the school bus. It was said
that if you could see Grianan Fort it
was going to rain and if you could
not, it was already raining! However,
one advantage of living there was
that I could walk across some fields
and the Lough Swilly railway line to
Springtown playing fields already in
my sports kit and avoid the need to
use the infamous ‘tin hut’ changing
room.
During my time at Foyle the school
was blessed with a group of
talented and dedicated teachers
who not only created a desire to
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study and achieve but also ensured
that each pupil was encouraged to
develop his individual skills. Their
commitment to non-academic
activities was exemplary and
the reason that Foyle College
demonstrated excellence in areas
such as sport, music, drama and
debating. I owe much to the
mentoring of Stewart Connolly,
Graham Craig, Denis Helliwell,
Curzon Mowbray and Edgar Bigger.
Many of my fondest memories at
Foyle relate to my participation in
cricket, rugby, music and drama. It is
no coincidence that the individuals
mentioned above were dedicated
to nurturing these activities. On the
sports field I learned quickly the
importance of teamwork but it also
helps if you happen to have one
or two outstanding individuals!! I
was lucky enough to be in teams
that included such people as
Ken Goodall, Stan Mitchell, Lowry
Cunningham, Jonathan Hegan, and
to share a stage with Scott Kelso
and Bert Tosh.
During my final years at Foyle I
decided that my career path should

Before moving on from my time at
Foyle it would be remiss of me if I
did not highlight the importance to
my personal development of being
appointed Head Boy by Stewart
Connolly in September 1963. Being
thought worthy of that role was
a milestone in building my self
esteem. As well as Foyle College, my
life in Derry was closely associated
with St Columb’s Cathedral where
I was a chorister for many years. I
developed a love for singing thanks
in no small part to the influence
of the great Michael Franklin. To
sing the solo in the Stanford in G
Magnificat in front of 500 members
of the Mothers’ Union was an
experience I will always remember
(as was the pride on my mother
Gertie’s face).
My social life in Dublin developed
more outside college and I enjoyed
my time there. I’m sure the main
reason was that I met a Clontarf
girl and fell in love. Shirley and I
got engaged in July 1968 and were
married in St John the Baptist in
July 1969.
My first employer was the Plessey
Company Aerospace Division.…
After six years with Plessey, Shirley
and I moved to Scotland, based in
Glasgow where our son, Mark, was
born in 1977. … In 1979 I joined
Courage Brewing in London. …
In July 1986 I was invited to meet
Dominic Cadbury who was Chief
Executive of Cadbury Schweppes
plc who offered my the role of
Group Planning and Development
Director. … In 1993 I was appointed
Managing Director of Cadbury’s
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European Confectionery Business
covering all of Continental Europe.
… I retired in 2000 and although
I did a little consulting work, I was
keen to spend more time with the
family.
When William Lynn telephoned me
regarding the Joint Vice-President’s
role I was reminded of that day in
1963 when Stewart Connolly spoke
to me about becoming Head Boy.
As back then, I regard this as a great
privilege and will again endeavour
to prove worthy of this honour.’

Wilma M E Goodall née Lyttle

Wilma was born on 4 July 1948,
the daughter of Mr and Mrs R C
Lyttle. The family lived in Spencer
Road and Wilma has a younger
brother, Robert (FCD 1964-71).
Her early education took place at
Clooney Primary School and, having
passed the Qualifying examination,
she entered Londonderry High
School in September 1959 at the
time under the guidance of the
redoubtable Headmistress, Miss
Cowper. Whilst there, she was
involved in a number of school
activities. She was a member of
the School Choir and Debating
Society. She was a leading light in
the Drama Society and took leading
roles in the school productions of
Northanger Abbey, Lady Precious
Stream and The Tempest.
An
outstanding sportswoman, Wilma
represented the school at tennis
and hockey at all levels but it was in
the area of athletics that she really
excelled. She was a regular winner
at the County Derry and Ulster
Schools’ Athletics Championships
culminating in her being selected
to represent the Northern Ireland
Schools’ Athletics team in the
long jump and relay at a meet in
Brighton in 1965. Wilma was then

picked up by the Ballymena based
Sean and Maeve Kyle and under
their guidance went on to represent
Northern Ireland in the long jump at
a senior level.
It was around this time that Wilma
met and began dating the up and
coming rugby player, Ken Goodall
(FCD 1958-64). At the time Ken
was on a serious upward trajectory
to rugby stardom - Ulster, Ireland
and the British Lions.
In her final year, Wilma was
appointed Head Girl. She left LHS
in June 1965 with a place to read
Ancient and Modern Literature at
Trinity College, Dublin. Early on she
realised that the course or Dublin
did not suit her so she returned
north to read for a B Ed at Stranmillis
and a career in primary school
teaching in NI beckoned. Fate,
however, in the form of Workington
Town Rugby League, intervened.
Her then fiancé, Ken, had been
approached by Workington Town
with an offer he couldn’t refuse to
play rugby league for them. With
a contract under his belt, Ken and
Wilma headed off to Cumberland
for the next five years where Wilma
taught in a local primary school and
represented Cumberland at county
level hockey.
On their return to NI, Wilma
took up a teaching position at

Faughan Valley High School (FVHS)
overseeing Moral Education, before
moving in 1980 to the newly
established nursery provision in
Ebrington Primary School, working
alongside Rosemary Moore née
Doak, another former LHS girl. She
remained in this post until 1988
when she was offered the position
of Head Tutor for the new NNEB
course at the NWIFHE. Wilma’s
career continued with spells back
at FVHS and Strabane High School.
Outside of work Wilma had many
and varied interests. She was a
regular member of the Londonderry
Amateur Light Opera Society
working under the guidance of the
talented Olivia and Scott Marshall.
Sunday mornings would find her
behind the organ at New Buildings
Methodist Church belting out the
hymns. But again, it was in the
sporting community of the city that
she made her mark. She was a
member of the Londonderry Ladies’
Hockey Club for more years than
she would have cared to admit but
she was still chasing balls on the
left wing (and sometimes catching
them!!) when she was 51.
Ken died unexpectedly in 2006. He
was 59. Wilma and her son, Gareth
(FLC 1984-92) decided to leave
Londonderry fairly quickly after
his death to move to York where
her daughter, Gail (FLC 198895) and her family lived.
Again,
Wilma threw herself into the local
community working as a volunteer
in a local charity shop, helping in
the local church and pet/house
sitting. This latter activity took her
all over the UK and even as far as
Tokyo where she looked after some
exotic birds for three weeks while
their owner was away on business.
Her reviews were always excellent
and, at the time of her death, she
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had enquiries from Australia and
America.
Her death in York on 6 January 2021
was unexpected. She is survived by
her daughter, Gail, her son, Gareth,
her brother, Robert and her sister in
law, Valerie, who taught in FCD, FLC
and the Preparatory Department
(1977-2012).
Obituary provided by Robert Lyttle

Elvin George Alexander Love

Born 11 September 1948
Attended Foyle College September
1960 until June 1967
Died 26 August 2021
A Service of Thanksgiving for
Elvin’s life was held in St Columb’s
Cathedral on 28 August 2021. The
large number of mourners attending
heard his younger brother, John,
pay a warm tribute to him and
reflect on the many aspects of his
life. Elvin’s children, Richard and
Rachel, and grandchildren, Calum,
Lexie and Aurora, who all live in
Australia were unable to attend but
the service was live streamed so
they could watch online.
Elvin, with younger brother, John,
attended Cathedral Primary School
where their mother was a teacher.
Tragically, their father died when
they were young teenagers so
Elvin took on many additional
responsibilities at an early age.
He entered Foyle College in
September 1960 and during his
seven years there, applied himself
to his studies with his main interest
being in science subjects. He also
embraced all aspects of extra
curricular activities exhibiting a
talent for rugby and golf, and being
a member of several of the school
teams. He also joined the school
scout troop led by Edgar Bigger.
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From Foyle he progressed to
Queen’s University Belfast, from
which he graduated with a degree in
Zoology. Environmental issues and
Biology in general led to a career
of some 40 years as a lecturer in
the North West Institute where he
extended his teaching beyond the
normal classes to lecture to mature
students.
Elvin had many interests beyond
the academic and he pursued his
passion for rugby and golf. At City
of Derry Rugby Club he captained
a number of teams over the years.
He always led from the front and
players enjoyed his company, craic
and his encouragement leading to
many life-long friendships. In golf
he excelled, playing off a 6 handicap
at one stage and becoming club
captain in 1999 at City of Derry Golf
Club at Prehen. His home adjoined
the Prehen course and he used a
convenient hole in the hedge to
access the course for a round in the
evening.
His other interests included travels
to South Africa where he could
indulge his environmental interests,
on one occasion meeting Sir David
Attenborough there. He had a
talent for pencil sketching animals
and birds.
Elvin had a life-long interest in
music and joined St Columb’s
Cathedral as a boy chorister in
1956. He continued to play a role in
the choir until he left to pursue his
university studies at Queen’s and
later at University of Ulster where
he gained his Masters degree. He
then returned as a member of the
gentlemen’s choir and continued
loyal membership at all services
until his recent illness made that
impossible. It was a notable tribute
that so many of his fellow choristers
turned out for his service and sang

his favourite anthem, ‘O Thou the
Central Orb’ accompanied by the
magnificent cathedral organ.
Elvin was able to spend time with
his immediate family during an
extended stay in Australia in 2019
but had been unwell during the
past year as Parkinson’s Disease
took its toll. Past Presidents of City
Derry Golf Club formed a guard of
honour as his coffin was carried
from the cathedral, while the
Gentlemen Choristers and ladies
from the Chamber Choir formed a
guard of honour at the Great West
Door at the close of the service.
William Lynn
(Information provided by John Love)

David Finlay Graham Neely

David was born in 1947, the eldest
of three brothers who all attended
Foyle College. School records show
that the family lived in College
Terrace and that David entered the
school in September 1958, leaving
in June 1965 and that he was a
member of the school orchestra for
3 years. The following is taken from
a tribute paid to him in the Belfast
Telegraph on 24 March 2021
entitled, ‘Former Managing Editor of
Belfast Telegraph dies after a short
illness.’
‘David Neely, a former Managing
Editor of the Belfast Telegraph, has
died after a short illness. He was
73. He was born and brought up
in Londonderry where his father
James ran the family undertaking
business of R Neely and Company.
He attended the Model Primary
School and later Foyle College. In
those days he was a keen cyclist and
was a member of the Londonderry
Wheelers. It was a hobby he
followed later, on two very different
sets of wheels.
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OBITUARIES
David chose a career in journalism
and joined the Coleraine Chronicle
as a trainee reporter. He then moved
to the News Letter in Belfast, and
later joined the Belfast Telegraph
as a general reporter. He became
Assistant News Editor during some
of the worst years of the Troubles.
He eventually was promoted to
Managing Editor where he dealt
with the many complex legal issues
involving a busy newspaper. In this
role he represented the Editor, and
handled a constant stream of legal
queries.
During his time in the Telegraph he
was also the paper’s authoritative
motorbike correspondent and
wrote a widely-read weekly column
on that subject. He retained his love
of motorbikes and he and his wife,
Anne, spent holidays touring widely
in Europe on his BMW. He was also
a member of a local group of biking
enthusiasts who regularly made
trips to many parts of Northern
Ireland and the Irish Republic as
well as to Europe.
David also had a love of jazz and
during his News Letter days he
shared that passion with their
legendary columnist and jazz expert
Bud Bossence. He was also a keen
bird-watcher and horologist, and
he had a fine collection of quality
watches which he often mentioned
to his journalist friends.
Paying tribute, his younger brother
Alastair said, “David was always
somebody I looked up to. He was a
great brother who helped to guide
me through life. He was a very wellknown and popular person and he
had a wide circle of friends.”
David is survived by his wife Anne,
his daughters Lisa and Fiona, by his
grandson Atticus and by his brother

Alastair. He was predeceased by his
first wife Gwen and by his brother
Philip, a member of the Merchant
Navy who was lost at sea in 1989 in
the Gulf of Mexico.
Martin Lindsay, a former editor of the
Belfast Telegraph said, “David and
Norman Jenkinson and I were on
the news desk during some of the
worst years of the Troubles. He was
a first-rate journalist who entered
the profession through traditional
roles. During those difficult years, to
say the least, David played a huge
role in ensuring that we delivered
the best possible service for our
readers at a time when the news
landscape was changing almost
hour by hour, and sometimes as
bombs rocked our Royal Avenue
building to its core. David was a true
professional.” ‘David died in hospital
on 22 March 2021. Due to current
restrictions his funeral was private.

Edmund Parke

Born in 1930, Edmund Parke
obtained a scholarship to Foyle
College where he attended until the
age of 16/17. On leaving Foyle he
moved to London and commenced
employment as a book keeper
with the Civil Service. Just after the
war times were tough and soon
after arriving in London Edmund
voluntarily signed up to join the
RAF. Upon completion of a period
of training he was posted to Malaya
where he remained for what he
often described as three very
memorable years.
Eventually
he
returned
to
Londonderry where in 1954 he
met his future wife Kay, a Canadian
by birth but whose parents had
emigrated
from
Londonderry
sometime earlier. Kay was on a visit
to relatives living in the city. After

Kay’s return to Canada Edmund
followed her to Toronto and on
1st September 1955 they got
married. In the late 1950s they felt
that their prospects and lifestyle
might be enhanced with a move to
Belfast so they relocated to there.
Edmund obtained employment in
the Northern Ireland Civil Service
where he remained for the rest of
his working career. His duties in the
Civil Service changed on several
occasions but the role he found
the most rewarding was when he
was involved with promoting the
benefits of the National Savings
schemes designed for schools.
During his leisure time Edmund
enjoyed DIY, gardening, walking
and reading. A much respected
gentleman
Edmund
was
renowned to his many friends and
acquaintances for his joke telling
and reciting of prose. A very regular
attender at his place of worship until
his wife’s declining health a number
of years ago denied him of the
opportunity to attend he became a
strong advocate of church services
being streamed live so that those
who were house bound might
benefit, a practice that has now
become common place during the
times of Covid lockdowns.
Edmund died on Monday 31 May
2021. A Service of Thanksgiving
for his life was held at the James
Brown and Sons Funeral Home,
Dunmurry on Friday 4 June 2021
followed by burial at Roselawn
Cemetery, Belfast.
Pre-deceased by his wife Kay,
Edmund is survived by four
daughters, numerous grandchildren
and several great grandchildren.
Obituary provided by Brian
Henderson
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DEATH NOTICES
John James Brown
Lived at Elaghmore, Galliagh. Date of Birth 21.04.35. Date of entry to Foyle 03.09.47. Records indicate he went to
QUB and possibly Canada. James passed away at his home in Clooney Road, Campsie, on 4 March 2021, dearly
loved partner of Margaret, father of Susan, Lynda, Jennifer and Christopher, father-in-law of Stephen, Robin, Robbie
and Jo. Grandfather to Clare, Anna, Ellie, James, Jake, Phoebe, Caleb, Christopher, Naomi, Caitlin, Maya and Frankie.
Great-grandfather to Rowan. Private family funeral.
Anna Cole née Ballantine
Anna was born on 27 February 1936 and school records indicate that she attended Londonderry High School from
September 1947. She went on to have a career in Primary teaching and taught in Christ Church Primary School and
Good Shepherd Primary School.
Anna died on 2 April 2021. She was predeceased by her husband, Andrew. The family formerly lived in Rock
Road. She was the loving mother of Sara, Emma and the late Paul, mother-in-law of Diarmuid and Richard and
grandmother of six grandchildren. She was also sister of Leslie and the late Joyce. In accordance with Covid 19
restrictions her funeral was attended by family only.
Sandra Coyle née Nicholas
It was with great sadness that we learned of Sandra’s death on 9 May 2021. Sandra was a well loved member of the
catering staff of the school for 25 years. She loved her job very much and made many lifelong friends with whom
she also enjoyed socialising. Married to Jim for 37 years, Sandra used to say that Jim took the children to school and
she fed them - Jim was an Ulsterbus driver.
Sandra first got cancer in 2018 but seemed to be free of it for eighteen months. Sadly, it returned in 2020. It was
more extensive this time and she passed away peacefully surrounded by her loving family. We extend our deepest
sympathy to her husband, Jim, her sons, Stephen and Calvin, and daughter, Maoliosa, who were greatly touched
when her colleagues from the school formed a guard of honour at her funeral.
Christopher James Doherty
Christopher died on 25 September 2021 at Altnagelvin Hospital aged 38. He was the son of Nigel and Janice
Doherty and brother of Judith. Christopher attended Foyle from 1995 until 2002 when he proceeded to Dundee
University. While at Foyle he was a member of the fencing team and Mr Magill and his former fencing team friends
were greatly saddened to learn of his untimely death. He leaves behind his wife, Laura, and two little boys, Archie
and Max. The family had been living in Omagh.
Christopher was buried 30 September in Ballyoan Cemetery following a service in Ballyanett Presbyterian Church.

Senior Fencing - Representative Honours 2001
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DEATH NOTICES
Bishop Brian D A Hannon
Born in 1936 and educated
at Trinity College, Dublin,
Bishop
Hannon
was
ordained in 1961 and served
his first curacy in All Saints
Clooney from 1961 until
1964. His first incumbency
was in Desertmartin where
he served from 1965 until
1969. He was then appointed
Rector of Christ Church in 1970 and remained there
until 1982 when he became Rector of St Macartin’s
Cathedral, Enniskillen. During his time in Christ Church,
Bishop Hannon served as Chair of Governors of Foyle
and Londonderry College from 1980 until 1982. He
became Dean of Clougher in 1985 and was elected
Bishop of Clogher a year later. He retired in 2001.
Bishop Hannon died on 10 January 2022. He is survived
by his wife, Maeve, and three sons, Desmond, Brendan
and Neil. Neil is lead singer and composer for the band
Divine Comedy. A service of thanksgiving was held in St
Macartin’s Cathedral on Thursday, 13 January 2022.
Sarah Doreen Elizabeth Lowry née Todd
Born in 1936, Doreen attended Londonderry High
School. She later completed a secretarial course and
worked, first in the office of Welch Margetson, Carlisle
Road. After a few years she went to the City Hotel as
receptionist and stayed until her marriage in 1957. She
and her husband lived for a year in the Lowry home at
Bready and then moved to Dullerton where they have
lived ever since.
Doreen died on 14 November 2021. She was
predeceased by husband Stephen (Steen) and is
survived by her sons, Stephen and Robert, and daughter,
Patricia, son-in-law Hugh, daughter-in-law, Dianne, and
grandchildren Hannah, Gemma, Ellen, Lowry and Harry.

Matilda Lees (Hilary) McClean
Hilary died at her home in Dunhugh Manor on 14
December 2021. She was predeceased by her husband,
John, and is survived by her sons, John, Richard, Andrew
and Mark, and by her four grandchildren. A funeral
service was held in Glendermott Presbyterian Church
on 21 December followed by burial in Altnagelvin
Cemetery.
William Robert (Bill) McElhinney
Bill was born in 1936 and attended Foyle College from
September 1949 until 1951. School records indicate that
having attended the National School, he was sent from
his home at Cashelmore near Letterkenny to live with
his uncle in Aubrey Street. In more recent years Bill’s
three children all attended the school.
Bill died at Altnagelvin Hospital on 5 March 2021,
dearly loved husband of Beth. A loving father of David,
Graham and Anne, father-in-law of Alison, Pamela and
James, brother of Bertha and brother-in-law of Sammy,
Alastair, Ann, John and Myra. A devoted grandfather. In
accordance with Covid 19 restrictions his funeral was
attended by family only.
Linda Margaret McNee (Parke) née McAllister
Linda attended Londonderry High School from
September 1967 until June 1972 having completed
her primary education at Newbuildings Primary School.
The family lived in Prehen Road and Linda’s two sisters,
Penny and Mandy, also attended LHS. In the early
2000s she was regularly a substitute teacher in Foyle
and Londonderry College.
Linda died peacefully at Altnagelvin Hospital on 14
December 2021. She is survived by her husband, John,
formerly Vice Principal of Foyle, her two sons, Matthew
and Philip, who attended the school and her sister,
Penny, and brother, Alan. Linda was buried in Ballyoan
Cemetery on Friday, 17 December 2021.

Her funeral service was held in Magheramason
Presbyterian church on 16 November followed by burial
in Mountcastle Cemetery.
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Grahame Pomeroy
Grahame was born on 26 November 1963, the son of
Will and Jean Pomeroy. He had two brothers, Philip
and Allister, and school records indicate that all three
attended Foyle and Londonderry College with Grahame
entering in September 1975 and leaving in June 1981.
Grahame died after a short illness on 2 April 2021 in St
Mellons, Cardiff. He is survived by his wife, Adelle, and
sons, Ryan and Ben.
Jessie Patricia (Pat) Stratton née Elliott
Pat was the sister of Bob Elliott whose obituary appears
above. Pat was a pupil at Londonderry High School.
She married Reginald Michael Stratton on 30 May 1959
in St Columb’s Cathedral. Pat died on 2 April 2021 in
Ascot, Berkshire. She is survived by her son, David and
daughter, Ruth, and by her sister, Hilary.
Nicola Sarah Jane Robinson née Clarke
Nicola was born on 6 June 1986 to Robert and Beth
Clarke. She had two brothers, Steven and Andrew. She

attended Foyle and Londonderry College from 1997 to
2004 when she proceeded to Queens University. Nicola
later became a teacher in Fountain Primary School
where she was much loved by colleagues and pupils
alike. Sadly, she died in Foyle Hospice on 13 October
2021. She is survived by her husband, Alan, and their
children, Amelia and Alfie. A Service of Thanksgiving
was held in Donagheady Presbyterian Church before
burial in Mountcastle Cemetery.
Sheelagh Christine M R R Todd née Henderson
Sheelagh died on 10 September 2021 at Deanfield
Care Home where she had resided for some time. She
was predeceased by her husband, David, and was the
loving mother of Marjorie and Deirdre, dear mother-inlaw of Andy and Sandy, and grandmother of Alec, Ailsa,
Catherine and David.
A Service of Thanksgiving for her life was held in
Magheramason Presbyterian Church on Monday,
13 September followed by burial in Glendermott
Presbyterian Church Burial Ground.

IN MEMORIAM
Joanne Mathers née Johnston
In this year when we have again been
required to complete a census, we
remember with sadness the death
of this young mother murdered as
she assisted in the census collection
40 years ago. She was 29 years of
age.
Joanne had been a pupil of the
Londonderry High School and
school records indicate that she was
popular with her peers and very
highly regarded by the headmistress
and teaching staff. From LHS she
proceeded to Queen’s University
emerging with a First Class Honours
Degree. She took up employment in
Town Planning.
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Joanne married Lowry Mathers, a
farmer, and when their son was
born she had taken a career break to
spend quality time with him. It was
during this period that she gave up
some of her free time to assist with
the census collection. She was shot
dead at a house in the Gobnascale
area of the Waterside. No one has
ever been convicted of her murder.
She left behind Lowry and their
son, Shane, then aged 2 years.
Shane attended Foyle beginning in
the Preparatory Department and
going through to Upper Sixth. After
university he has also pursued a
career in Town Planning.
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PAST PRESIDENTS OF FOYLE
COLLEGE OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
1928 - 29 The Right Hon Sir John Ross Bart
1929 - 30 Alfred Moore Munn BA
1930 - 31 His Honour Judge John Fitzpatrick Cooke KC DL
1931 - 32 Sir Samuel Thompson Irwin CBE BA MB MCh FRCS DLMP
1932 - 33 Major James Sproule Myles MC TD
1933 - 34 Professor Charles Gibson Lowry MD FRCS FRCOG
1934 - 35 John Gallagher Michaels
1935 - 36 The Very Rev James Gilbert Paton MC MA DD
1936 - 37 Sir James McElmunn Wilton MC
1937 - 38 Thomas Carnwath DSO BA MB DSc DPH
1938 - 39 Isaac J Trew Colquhoun BA
1939 - 40 The Right Hon Mr Justice William Lowry
1940 - 41 John Blakeney Gillies LDS
1941 - 42 Thomas Taggart LLD
1942 - 43 His Honour Judge Marcus Dill Begley QC
1943 - 44 The Very Reverend William Corkey MA DD
1944 - 45 Sir William Athlestane Meredith Good KBE
1945 - 46 Robert Foster Dill MA
1946 - 47 Professor Frances James Brown, MS DSc FRCS (Ed) FRCOG
1947 - 48 Sir John Herbert McCutcheon Craig KCVO CB LLD
1948 - 49 Rupert William Jeffares
1949 - 50 Samuel Milligan
1950 - 51 Samuel Russell Foster MC Croix de Guerre MB
1951 - 52 John Foster Caldwell CB QC LLM JP
1952 - 53 The Very Rev Thomas McCurdy Barker MA DD
1953 - 54 The Right Hon Sir David Callender Campbell PC KBE CMG MP
1954 - 55 William Cecil Glover MBE
1955 - 56 Henry Cooke Porter Cresswell
1956 - 57 Sir Robert Gransden CBE
1957 - 58 Charles Wilson BA
1958 - 59 Samuel Maxwell Alexander Lowry
1959 - 60 John Thomas Irwin AMIEE
1960 - 61 William Staveley Ferguson BA
1961 - 62 Major James Alexander Glen CBE ERD MA
1962 - 63 Joseph Boyd Irwin CSI CIE DSO MC BA
1963 - 64 Joseph Charles Eaton DL JP
1964 - 65	Prof Charles Horner Greer McAfee CBE DSc MB FRCS FRCIS & FRCOG
1965 - 66 Samuel Douglas Irons
1966 - 67 The Right Hon Sir Herbert McVeigh Lord Justice of Appeal
1967 - 68 The Very Rev Austin A Fulton MA PhD DD
1968 - 69 Senator John C Drennan CBE HML JP
1969 - 70 The Very Rev Samuel James Park MA DD
1970 - 71 Armour Hamilton Matthews LDS RCS
1971 - 72 Colonel Oswald W Gilmour MA MAI CEng FICE
1972 - 73 The Right Hon Sir Robert Porter QC MP
1973 - 74 The Very Rev William Alexander Albert Park MA DD
1974 - 75 David Alan Eccles Roberts MA
1975 - 76 John Alexander Crockett
1976 - 77 James Stewart Connolly MA LLB
1977 - 78 Professor Emeritus ACP Campbell MB ChB FRC Path FRCPE
1978 - 79 Professor J C Goligher MB ChM FRCSE FRCS (Edin)
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1979 - 80
1980 - 81
1981 - 82
1982 - 83
1983 - 84
1984 - 85
1985 - 86
1986 - 87
1987 - 88
1988 - 89
1989 - 90
1990 - 91
1991 - 92
1992 - 93
1993 - 94
1994 - 95
1995 - 96
1996 - 97
1997 - 98
1998 - 99
1999 - 00
2000 - 01
2001 - 02
2002 - 03
2003 - 04
2004 - 05
2005 - 06
2006 - 07
2007 - 08
2008 - 09
2009 – 10
2010 - 11
2011 - 12

J B Mullin BA HDipEd
Rev R K Greer MA BD
R N Crawford CBE BComm Sc FCA FRSA FBIM
Real Admiral W J McClune CB MSc MIEE
J Piggot MB BCh FRCS
A E Barbour BSc FBCO
J Kincade CBE MA BLitt PhD
D C G Craig BA
S A Hunter BSc C Eng FIEE
H W Young OBE MA
J C Lapsley BSc DLC DASE
T H Armstrong BA DipEd
R J Magowan BA, DASE MSc
Prof S G Carruthers MD FRCPC
N J Henderson BSc
J H Y Fergusson
A G Kennedy BA
Prof R J McClelland MD PhD FRCPSYCH
D R Craig B Arch ARIBA DIP TP MRTPI
The Very Rev D C Orr MA
E W Hamilton
J E Bigger MA DASE
H W Gillespie BA DASE
A W Roulston CA
J Cowan BA Dip Ed DASE
I M Piggot
J V Arthur BSc (Est Man) FRICS IRRV
E S Marshall BA FRSA MA LGSM ALCM
R S Tosh BSc BD PhD
J A S Kelso BS MS PhD
J A C McFarland BSc C Eng FICE
J S M Huey BA Dip Ed
R C Montgomery MB BCh BAO DMH DHMSA
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LONDONDERRY HIGH SCHOOL OLD
GIRLS ASSOCIATION FOUNDED 1935
Past Presidents
1935-45
Miss M F McIlroy
1946
Mrs H M Williams
1947
Mrs Killen MA
1948
Mrs E R Gordon
1949
Miss Osborne OBE JP
1950
Mrs H Robinson
1951
Mrs Doreen McConnell BA
1952
Miss M K M Aiken BA BLLB
1953
Mrs John Watson MBE
1954
Mrs B H Lynn FRCS
1955
Mrs B Roe MBE
1956
Dr Elsie Johnston
1957
Mrs S Dowds
1958
Dr Violet Breakey
1959
Mrs N Young
1960
Mrs H J Clarke
1961
Mrs J C Eaton
1962
Miss Grace Armstrong
1963
Mrs Jean L’Amie MA
1964
Marie Loullier OBE MA
1965
Mrs Olive McLaughlin BA
1966
Mrs R R Hunter
1967
Mrs G R Joscelyne
1968
Mrs J G Colhoun
1969
Miss Alice Rowan
1970
Miss E A Park BSc
1971
Mrs Mary Britton
1972
Miss M R Colhoun
1973
Mrs K Gillis
1974
Miss A E Stirling MA
1975
Miss M W Cunningham MA
1976
Miss M Anderson
1977
Mrs E W M Marr
1978
Mrs T R Berry
1979
Mrs M B Seaward
1980
Mrs M B Seaward
1981
Mrs R J Aiken
1982
Mrs J Moore
1983
Mrs J McCandless
1984
Mrs E Clay
1985
Mrs E Finlay
1986
Mrs M Welch
1987
Mrs J W Taggart
1988
Mrs D Stuart
1989
Mrs Gladys Black
1990
Mrs K Stewart
1991
Mrs E Whiteside
1992
Mrs Lorna Knox
1993
Mrs W Burns

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Miss Anne Wilson
Mrs M Phillips
Miss G Simpson
Mrs R Ramsey
Mrs B Hamilton
Mrs J Y Coskery
Mrs Helen Hilson
Mrs C Corrigan
Mrs J Milliken
Mrs Thelma Arthur
Mrs N Foss
Mrs Molly Kennedy
Mrs Elma McDevitt
Mrs Isabel McNally CBE
Mrs Molly Sutton
Mrs Phyllis Logan
Mrs Ruth Hamilton
Mrs Pamela Jackson
Dr Kanchan McAllister (née Chada)

FOYLE COLLEGE FORMER PUPILS
ASSOCIATION
JOINT PRESIDENTS
2012 – 2013	Dr Kanchan McAllister MB Bch BAO
		R C Montgomery MB BCh BAO DMH
DHMSA
2013 – 2014 Mrs E F Swinson BDS
		 W S F Young MA
2014 – 2015 Mrs P A Black BA
		 W L Cunningham B Agr
2015 – 2016 Miss I A Watson Cert Ed B Ed
		 J D R Connolly MB BCh FFARCSI
2016 - 2017	Mrs Yvonne M Smyth BA (CNNA)
LLM
		 David Turner QC LLB AKC
2017 - 2018		 Mrs Una V Summers LCST BEd
		 William M Lynn BA BA
2018 - 2019	Mrs Elisabeth M Thompson BA Dip
Ed
		Mr Jonathan Hegan MBE MSc FICE
FIAE
2019 - 2021	Mrs Harriet Love Cert Ed
		 Mr Robert J Elliott BBS
2021 – 2022 Dr Anne Price-Owen
		 Mr Christopher Henderson LIB
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ALAN BUCKNALL - MEMORIES OF MY YEARS AT
FOYLE COLLEGE, LONDONDERRY, 1941-1944
Yesterday, 13 October 2021, I
returned to Londonderry by train
confronted by a view of the city
which I had not seen since October
1944. Then I gazed back and
took a last look at a place I did
not wish to leave. Never mind the
circumstances that had brought me
there, it had become home for me.
By contrast with the 1930s
the WWII war years turned
Londonderry, a depressed border
city deprived of its hinterland, into
a hive of activity. Ship repair work,
shirt making, textiles and hospitality
employment revived. At any time
thousands of servicemen thronged
the city pubs and hotels. Many large
buildings including Foyle College
were requisitioned by both the
British and American navies.
Through the years 1940-44 not
only was Londonderry the Royal
Navy’s forward and largest base
in its constant battle with German
U-boats in the Battle of the Atlantic
but also nearby RAF stations lay
along the shores of Lough Foyle.
By 1941 the Americans had arrived,
building their own naval and
communication facilities.
Royal
Navy ships secured together up
to four deep lay alongside the
Quays, hidden from the civil and
military traffic on the Strand Road
by rundown yet busy black-tarred
warehouses. Only the warship
masts, also black, above and behind
them were to be seen climbing to
the sky. On other streets air raid
shelters were erected. Prominent
on the back streets they had brick
built walls and solid concrete roofs;
they gave limited protection against
flying debris I suppose, but little else.
The Union Jack flew everywhere,
except the Bogside, while the Free
State tricolour was banned hence
rarely seen.
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Alan with members of the Archive team and Cathy McMinn

This, then, was the environment
in which Foyle College educated
my brother, Michael, and myself.
We loved it. I was nine years old
when I arrived with my 32 year-old
mother, Michael, (aged six yrs), and
Rosemary, (aged three yrs), at about
lunchtime on 7 February 1941. We
had sailed overnight, HeyshamBelfast, then by the Northern
Counties train to the Waterside
Station and a taxi to our new home.
My mother introduced herself to
Mrs Haire, our neighbour-to-be,
collected some milk and the door
key for 30 Northland Road which
became our home for the next four
years. That we were in the city at all
was because my father’s ship, HMS
Watchman, operated from there in
its escort role in the North Atlantic.
Watchman was at sea when we
arrived. Naturally, my mother was
keenly awaiting my father’s return.
About a week after our arrival she
was becoming seriously impatient,
worried even, and she sent us boys
down to the Quays to seek any news
of Watchman’s return. A fruitless
task, ships’ movements were not

known to the policeman on duty
at Baronet Street. I was very wary
of him. He had a rifle hanging from
his shoulder and as an RUC man in
unfamiliar uniform, he looked quite
unlike any policeman I’d known
before. Still, he was friendly enough.
My father did return two or three
days later. Michael and I had not
seen him since he went off to war in
August 1939. Soon enough he was
off to war again.
My father had prepared for our
arrival by finding and renting 30
Northland Road from Mr Graham,
who owned a butcher’s shop. He
had taken his family out of the city
as a safety measure and would call
on us from time to time to keep
an eye on us and his property. My
parents were very aware of this,
especially as they offered lively
hospitality to my father’s fellow
officers recuperating from the
hazards of the war at sea. However,
we were never called to account by
Mr Graham.
Our house was close to the top
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of Rock Road. Two or three times,
when Michael and I realised that
HMS Watchman was to go to sea
and to war that evening, we would
say goodbye to my father when he
left home and, 4-5 hours later, head
to the top of Rock Road and catch a
narrow view of the river. Eventually,
one, then two, then three ships
would glide silently across our view
and so slowly disappear around
the bend in the river. Then as
Watchman in its turn, came and
went from view, I knew that my
father, her Chief Engineer, was off
to war perhaps never to return.
Equally, that outcome was never to
be contemplated.
In February 1941 Foyle College had
already adapted to wartime life.
The main school building on the
Strand Road was requisitioned by
the Navy and somehow teaching
was crammed into the Boarding
House on Academy Road. As in
earlier years (I think), 1st XI cricket
was played on the land behind this
building as were Prep School rugby
and cricket games. The whole site
also included a gym, a covered
swimming pool and, I think, a Rugby
Fives court. I cannot recall whether
there was a Science laboratory but I
have a vague recollection of school
assembly every morning. Perhaps
the science facilities were ‘lost’
when the Strand Road building was
evacuated.
The playing fields on the Springtown
Road were bare, wind-blown and
hardly affected by the war. Even
as a Prep School boy, 1st XV and
Medallion matches were well
supported by me and my peers,
and once in the Senior School, we
played our rugby there. Presumably,
there were changing facilities.
Springtown had another attraction
for us: the adjacent estate had
become an American naval base. To
us Americans were intriguing and
occasionally, generous. We enjoyed
their chewing gum and also their
cracked baseball bats which were
prized trophies. I have a recollection
of our occasionally cadging and
smoking cigarettes, Lucky Strike and

Camel, in particular, but schoolboy
smoking was never on any
significant scale in my experience.
Foyle College on Academy Road
was very convenient for us living
on Northland Road and in no time
my mother had arranged for us to
join the Prep Department. My sister
joined Londonderry High School
and I think her teacher was a Miss
Woodburn, who my mother liked
very much.

The Foyle staff must have made
a strong impression on me for
their names and mind pictures are
still with me. I see Mr McConnell
lauding to the assembled school
the qualities of, I think, a Head Boy
on his securing a place at TCD: I see
him too, cheering on the touchline
at a 1st XV match and I think my
father invited him as his guest
aboard Watchman, for my parents
appreciated how well settled were
Michael and I at Foyle.

I sat at the feet of Mr Philpot.
Although I respected him as a
teacher I was wary of him in my
early Foyle days. He shared little
sense of humour with his pupils
and his praise was hard-earned.
Shortcomings it seemed could not

I have a particularly good memory
of Mr Ferguson. I enjoyed his
Latin classes and it was one of
my stronger subjects when I left
Foyle. I think well too of Mr Mullan,
my French master. In my day Mr
Connolly was the 2nd master but

“The Foyle staff must have made a strong
impression on me for their names and mind
pictures are still with me”
be overlooked. He was also given
to pointing out, as a measure of
belittlement, that I was English. But
I became folded into the class and I
suppose he came to see me as just
one of his boys. Indeed, in my last
year in the Prep school he made
me Head Boy which added another
star to my school cap.
Once in the ‘Big’ school (as it
seemed to me), vibrant new
horizons opened up. Foyle’s long
history and its distinguished ‘old’
boys were constant themes:
‘Lawrence of India’ and another old
boy, a judge , the Honourable Sir
John Ross? were role models; the
fortunes of the 1st XV mattered and
I still recall the 1st XV had a special
hero, Noel Henderson, I suppose.
In 1984, when with my wife, I bought
the former manse in Killyleagh,
County Down, I was rather pleased
to learn that an earlier resident was
Reverend Lapsley who had been
an older, high profile boy at Foyle
College. Later, he kindly forwarded
me photos of the manse as he had
known it.

I do not recall his teaching me.
Another I recall was Mrs Sampson
who taught Geography. It was said
she stood in for her husband, away
in the Army.
One master I both disliked and
feared was Mr Craig, who I think
had sadistic tendencies. He was
younger than the other staff and
frequently made use of a wooden
metre measuring stick as his cane.
He used the narrow side of the
stick when he caned the palm of
your hand to maximise the pain he
inflicted. There was a ritual to his
caning: he, seated at his desk; you,
standing before it; he, not looking
at you whilst he was interrogating
you but staring instead at a pencil
on his desk which he endeavoured
to stand on end. Only when he
succeeded in this did he award and
execute the caning which you knew
was coming.
Another character was the PT
instructor, whose name I forget. He
wore a navy blue suit/uniform and
a peaked cap. He seemed very old
and rheumaticy in his gait and, I
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understood, he had served in the
Boer War. Awkward or not, he was
there to break your fall if you failed
to clear the horse box cleanly.
Of course, my clearest memories
are of my peers, although I cannot
recall the christian names of the
majority. Here they are:
Hugh Arthur and his young brother,
John, lived 200 yards away along
Northland Road. His father was an
Estate Agent I think.
Austin was physically one of the
biggest in the class. I enjoyed his
company too. I think his family were
linked to ‘Austins of the Diamond’.
Austin’s parents were unusual in
that they related to the Services
and our parents were acquainted.
Austin had a sister, who my mother
thought ‘fast’ as she wore lipstick at
the tender age of 16 years.
Alex (?) Barker was the son of a
Minister. I did not know him very
well as he lived in Muff across the
border and was not seen out of
school hours.

had a good-sized back garden.
Unaggressive, gentle and friendly in
his ways, he was a good playmate.
Inevitably, I lost touch with him
when we returned to Portsmouth
but his father later called on us
there, presumably brought there by
Admiralty business.
Spragg was another good friend
during school hours. Like Alex
Barker, he disappeared at the end
of the school day as he, too, lived
across the border. A catholic, he
was destined for Clongowes Wood
College and was at Foyle until old
enough to go there. He told me that
his father was in the British Army
and that his mother feared for her
son’s safety if she had sent him to
a Catholic school in the Free State.

Jimmy (?) Eaton, Harbinson and
Millen (?), a rather quiet boy, were
also in my class.
D J Reynolds was too. He was the
boy who told me on 8 December
1941, that the Japanese had
bombed Pearl Harbour the day
before. I remember he swore,
which the rest of us did not, and
he was the first boy to find crude
alternative versions of my surname.
Liam Smyth became my closest
friend. He lived at Deanfield on
the Waterside and I used to cycle
over to play at his house which

I remember Jimmy Simmons, a
very live wire. I think he was a year
behind me. I associate Coulter, who
was older than I, with time spent at
the City cricket ground.
In my day, I think it was Noel
Henderson and the Lapsley
brothers who were heroes of the
1st XV. Springtown was not far from
Northland Road and I regularly
cheered on the team, all the time
looking for my heroes to win the
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Another boy I knew was Michael
Eames, who was a great friend of
my brother. He lived in Aberfoyle
Crescent and he and the Bucknalls
were the only English boys at
Foyle College in the WWII years.
There were three ‘Michaels’ in my
brother’s class, and, as he was the
most recent joiner, he was he was
known as ‘Jack’.
I loved my schooldays at Foyle
College: I was quickly at home
there; got on well with my fellow
pupils; respected the staff; kept
well abreast of the academic
standards; was untroubled by my

“Of course, my clearest memories are of my
peers, although I cannot recall the christian
names of the majority.”
One Monday, Spragg told me that
their wind-generated electricity had
been restored. The power cable
had failed a few days earlier and
no replacement could be bought in
the Free State but it was available
in Londonderry. So, met by his
mother after school, replacement
cable was bought and cut into two.
A convenient ‘convenience’ enabled
them to strip and wind their cable
lengths around themselves, making
them into ‘Michelin’ men. Dressed
again, they waddled across the
border, between buses, and no
customs men questioned them.
Wartime ingenuity!

Edgar Bigger was a pretty solid
chap, slow talking and deliberate
in his ways. We both liked cricket
and on summer evenings would go
down to the City of Derry Cricket
Club and field for the adults at
practice. At one point, Frank Vigar,
an Essex spin bowler, was stationed
near Derry and played for the City
side on occasion. We regarded him
with awe.

game. Many years later, I met the
Lapsleys’ younger brother, who
then worked for the BBC in Belfast.

school reports and was completely
comfortable and at home with the
school’s environment. Indeed, I did
not want to leave Foyle College
when the time came for us to return
to Portsmouth.
Foyle College was not the only
school nearby. There was the Model
School just down the road and in
our first two years or so, we had
to beware of its unfriendly boys.
If we met a group of them, we
ran. Occasionally, we were in the
majority and they ran.
I was aware of St. Columb’s but
Foyle College had no links with
them. I did meet a pupil from
that school on one occasion. He,
like me, was the son of an English
Naval Officer but we had nothing in
common and we never met again.
So my schooldays revolved around
Foyle College and my classmates.
After I was given a Raleigh Utility
Bicycle, I was able to cycle to and
fro across Craigavon Bridge to Liam
Smyth’s house at Deanfield. There
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in his garden we mounted serious
games, often played out over several
days. For inspiration, we sometimes
drew on the propaganda films of
wartime heroism, such as ‘Target
for Tonight’ and ‘In Which We
Serve’. I still vividly recall pedalling
hard across the bridge on one
occasion when my foot slipped
off the serrated steel pedal and I
gouged my shin so badly that the
pitted scar remained with me for
years. That gave rise to a lesser
level of heroism!
Sunday was not a school day but
a Sunday School day. At 10.00 am
we were sent to Sunday School
followed at 11.00, by Matins at Christ
Church, adjacent to Brooke Park.
Occasionally, we would cut Matins
and play in the park, rejoining the
congregation as it emerged from
church to ensure we aroused no
suspicion of this at home. However,
one day we saw our father arrive at
the church gate just in time to walk
us back home. Consternation!!!
He must see us emerge from the
park, not the church. He did. We
explained that we had only just left
the church and gone into the park.
Happily, father did not challenge
us and appeared to accept our
explanation. He saw so little of
us I’m sure he hadn’t the heart to
discipline us. Wisely, he did not
mention it to mother: she would
have taken a different attitude to
skipping Sunday church.
Sundays did not end at lunch time.
At 3.00 pm, I would join my peers
at Crusaders, the bible study group.
Led by the formidable T S Mooney,
we would not only study the bible
but also read out the telegram(s)
from other grammar school groups
throughout Ireland informing us of
their previous week’s attendance.
I think we stood mid-table in this
league. It certainly encouraged
attendance. One year I went to
a Crusaders camp at Downings
where I met two German boys from
Dublin. For that week we became
friends, aware that my father
hunted Germans on the high seas.

Patrick with Alan at the War Memorial Board.

Sometimes I went shopping with
my mother. She did her grocery
shopping at McCullaghs, ‘The
Golden Teapot’, in Waterloo Place,
often served by Mrs McCullagh,
whose sons (?) had ‘joined up’
and were in the Western Desert.
When Mrs McCullagh learned of our
interest in cricket, she very kindly
gave her sons’ old cricket bag to
us. Suddenly, we had our own bats,
pads and gloves. We became even
more interested in cricket thereafter.
Each week my mother bought a
jug of buttermilk at our door, drawn
from a very large barrel, carried
on a horse-drawn cart. She would
send us out for the jugful, which
then stood on the long, deep slate
slab in the Butler’s Pantry.
At one point, we had a maid, Sadie.
She and her friend, Sarah, would
baby sit and frighten us with stories
of the God-given powers of a Parish
Priest. She came from Donegal and
was sacked when for the third time,
she stole our tea ration prior to a
visit home to her tea-starved family.

She was followed by Hannah, a daily
cleaner. My mother liked her and
shared her grief when her eldest
daughter was killed. Her nightdress
caught fire as she tended an open
fire. The daughter looked after her
younger brothers and sisters, while
Hannah was at work. Her husband
had long deserted her to go airfieldbuilding in England. My parents
paid for the funeral.
In ‘my’ years, the city centre was a
stimulating place to visit. The Walls
and the Guildhall were impressive
and the Siege, the heroic Apprentice
Boys and the traitor Lundy were
ever present as a backdrop to our
lives, embedded in our culture.
The Northern Counties Hotel, on
Waterloo Place, was requisitioned
to become a club for American
servicemen. The Melville and City
hotels, while not requisitioned,
were heavily patronised by British
and Allied servicemen.
For me, Shipquay Street with its
cinema, took me into the walled
city and its thrilling ramparts. The
67

FORMER PUPILS ASSOCIATION
MAGAZINE 2021
Diamond was dominated by Austins
but also there was Shepherds, from
whom my parents brought some
antique furniture. I was very aware
of the Cathedral, pitted in history.
Outside the walls was St Eugene’s
Cathedral whose solitary bell was
very loud, I thought.

building and money-raising. On one
parade a stand was erected and
the salute taken by General Sir Alan
Cunningham, who had recently
been relieved of his command
by Churchill. (I later learned). The
Belfast Telegraph campaigned and
raised money for Spitfires.

Most of the citizens of Londonderry
went about their daily civilian
lives in what was a rundown and
now crowded but vibrant city. My
recollection is of uniformed men
and (some) women freely mingling
with the local people on the main
city-centre streets. Most of the
latter could have had little idea what
went on along the Quays, hidden
by the warehouses. But cycling
along the Strand Road parallel with
the river near the turning onto the
Buncrana Road brought the river
into view. Here the bustle of the
city was gone. Returning brought
me back to Waterloo Place and the
Guildhall Square. There I watched
the ‘Wings for Victory’ Parade and
an American Army Parade - of
course, we thought them not as
smart as our soldiers were. These
and other events were both morale-

One day, returning to school after
lunch, I was held up on the corner
of Crawford Square as Eleanor
Roosevelt walked from a USN
officers’ mess to a limousine. The
whole event was quickly over: about
two minutes, I guess. I recognised
her.
Out shopping with my mother,
one day, she pointed out to me
an elderly lady on the other side
of the street, whom she identified
as General Montgomery’s mother.
I have every reason to believe
her: the old lady was known and
recognised as a regular visitor.
I was forbidden to enter nearby
William Street and told to avoid
Great James Street. The Bogside
was forbidden too. One Sunday very
soon after our arrival, and before

Crusaders and our understanding
of the prevailing politics, my brother
and I were sent on an afternoon
walk. We walked the length of
Argyll Street and turning left soon
came to open ground, where we
were met by some unfriendly boys.
However, they quickly realised
we were English and we started
talking. I told them of the ‘blitz’ on
Manchester, which I had witnessed,
and gave them a piece of a German
bomber, which I had in my pocket.
We walked away unscathed.
We took a family holiday each year
at Fahan, staying in a B & B run
by a short-tempered woman who,
thereby, made sure that we played
outside. We loved the beach and
I once met a local fisherman, who
took me across Lough Swilly to
Rathmullen. I trailed a fishing line
and caught a fish as we motored. It
was cooked for my tea.
I hope I have conveyed a picture of
my nearly four years in Londonderry
and in particular, years spent very
happily at Foyle College.
Alan Bucknall 12/10/2021

ALAN BUCKNALL BRIEF CV, 09/021
Date of Birth: 29/12/1931. Twice married, now a widower. 3 children and 6 grandchildren.
Early years spent in Scotland, England and Malta.
Lived in NI in the WWII years 1941-1944, spending 4 years at Foyle College.
Thereafter, 1945-1951 at the Portsmouth Grammar School. Captain 1stXV and Sailing. Colours 1st XI Cricket.
Afflicted with Infantile Paralysis, 1950.
Later (1952-55) read Engineering Science at Keble College, Oxford.
1955	Joined Shell International as an Oilfield Engineer and spent 5 years in British Borneo and Sumatra,
Indonesia.
1961 Joined PA Management Consultants, Dublin. Re-located to Belfast 1968.
1972 	Founded Compen (NI), later folding it (1980) into Beecom (NI), becoming its Marketing Director.
 etiring from Beecom in 1993, continued to work as a consultant and mentor, finally invoicing my last client
R
in July 2021.
A past Chairman of the NI Region of the Institute of Management Consultants. From 1991-1994 was a
Member of Council of the Institute of Management Consultants, London, and a Vice-President of the Institute
of Management Consultants in Ireland. A Fellow of the Institute of Directors and served for 3 years on their
Northern Ireland Committee.
My hobby was sailing. In 1998 moved my cruising boat from Strangford Lough to sunny Brittany, retiring in
2010.
Thereafter became interested in Thorium Molten Salt nuclear technology, taking me to conferences in China,
India, CERN and The Netherlands.
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ROBERT MURTLAND
EXTRACTS FROM A LIFE
Foreword
I have known Robert for a number of years, mostly through Former Pupils’ reunions and events. More recently he
and I have shared a mutual interest and concern about the trees in the grounds of Duncreggan – their preservation,
protection and propagation/transplanting as the campus changed hands. Robert was responsible for highlighting
the significance of the cut leafed hornbeam in the grounds, the largest and one of the oldest in the British Isles. We
dug out seedlings from it and other trees, as well as taking cuttings for propagation, not an easy task. Our paths
also crossed through the Foyle Civic Trust where he continues to take an active interest in the built heritage of our
city and the exploits of developers and planners. Through our frequent conversations he often referred to aspects
of his long career in forestry and other environmental projects both locally and in a diverse range of countries, in
Africa, the Middle East and India.
When I asked him if he would like to contribute an article for the Former Pupils’ Magazine he said he had been
working on his life story and would send extracts. I think when you have read this article you will find, as I did, a most
interesting, often humorous story of early life at home, school, university and career. William Lynn
Introduction
Early Years and School Days
This was prepared hastily mainly
as a copy and paste exercise from
other efforts at short notice for the
FCFPA magazine at the behest of
William Lynn. I had already been
contemplating producing a life
story and went so far as to jot my
thoughts recently in a large tome
mainly as to whether by country
chronologically based on my CV
or by subject material, or ‘Creeks
I have been up without a paddle’.
Whilst at Foyle (Lawrence Hill 195361) English was not my pet subject.
One English teacher, Mo, said ‘Ugh!
Murtland not good enough, learn
it twice for tomorrow’. Part of a
Shakespeare play for homework
had to be memorised and repeated
the next day Malvolio? Malvolio?
wherefore art though Malvolio?
I recall he larded the ground with
each step, lines from Shakespeare
or Milton’s sonnets I still often
misquote. ‘Time! the subtle thief
of youth has stolen on wing my
three score years and ten plus 10
more!’ Another said, ‘Murtland! you
are just bone idle too lazy to live’.
He was always late arriving from
his residence nearby? Motivation?
Since then I consider I have proven
them wrong.

Taking life as it comes and rising
to the challenge - my early home
back ground wasn’t easy, being
what is known now as a one-parent
household. My choice of forestry as
a career must have been guided
from somewhere beyond my
control, or just a natural association
with the land, my fishing, farming
and horticultural knowledge from
my father and cousins who knew
the names of all the trees and
flowers, and passed the country
lore on to me.
I have written a little about my
boyhood life previously for the
Enagh Memories Book, but not
explained much about the early
domestic circumstances. Home
at that time (circa 1950) was on
a smallish mixed farm. Everything
was fine just after the war but as
life is relentless my mother died of
cancer when I was eight leaving my
father to rear three young children.
He was more than ever dependent
on the extended family system
and neighbours of both religions
for our welfare. A further twist was
‘me Da’ suffered every winter from
pneumonia and eventually had an
operation to remove two thirds of a
lung where a lodged fish bone was
discovered as the root cause. During
his hospitalization we were cared

for by relatives and I remember
the Dr Barnados homes being on
the agenda. So we were again very
much dependent on the kindness of
society in a one-parent family in the
days before the present generosity
of the State prevails. He might have
remarried.
In spite of the difficulties my
younger sister, brother and I passed
the 11+ via Maydown and Ebrington
primary schools, went to grammar
school (Foyle and Londonderry High
School) and eventually university.
After passing the 11+ I arrived at
Lawrence Hill in early September
1953. School uniform included
short grey trousers, crimson blazer
from Rosborough’s or Brownlow’s,
cap, (mandatory) banded red and
yellow long socks - the lot cost
a fortune. The new boys were
initiated by older toughies by being
grabbed and dumped over the
wall, a low structure on the uphill
side but a drop of six feet or more
downslope onto softish muddy
grass that separated the tarmac
quad from the grounds down to
the Strand boundary wall. Part of
the initial bewilderment was being
interrogated as to which house
you were in. No inkling of what this
meant my fate was Springham! Not
top notch. The dumping practice
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was banned the following year
when a new pupil had his back
hurt. Books had to be bought
second-hand from the older boys at
inflated prices. ‘Approach to Latin’,
held together with sticky tape, dogeared specimens of maths and
history books were proffered but if
not availed had to be ordered afresh
at Hemptons, Shipquay Street, or
Gallaghers/Dohertys on the Strand.
These had to be backed with strong
paper to preserve them for the
next year’s sale. Stationery, exercise
books, pens and pencils were also
purchased from a cupboard-like
store run by Sergeant Smith, the
Welsh caretaker. This later became
the tuck shop when Harry’s store
at the foot of Lawrence Hill was
banned. Munchies that crackled
audibly were scrumptiously and
surreptitiously consumed in ‘Dozy’
Morrow’s Math’s class (he tried to
organize a school angling club).
Copies of ‘The Myths and Legends
of Ancient Greece and Rome’ in
near pristine condition were easily
available being disliked: Tales of
Hercules, Hydra, Cyclops, Jason’s
Fleeces, separately Caesars Gallic
Wars and the gentler Aesop’s
Fables were in this category, stuff
computer games are made of now,
inspiring but totally irrelevant to
survival that first year. Now all the
knowledge is contained in a laptop
computer.
Getting there from our domestic
circumstances was a struggle as
during these formative years we
had to work on the farm and then
when the land was let instead, we
had a small shop that was open
all hours and had to be attended.
Our A-levels were studied behind
the counter waiting for the next
customer. So we were very much
aware of the surroundings at Enagh,
the customers who came through
the door all classes and creeds surprising who bought the News
of the World on a Sunday morning!
The influx of engineers and other
professionals to Strathfoyle in
1958 for the establishment of
Coolkeeragh Power Station, Dupont
and the British Oxygen Company
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increased the customer base and
new faces who couldn’t understand
that the Sunday papers were late
because of storms in the Irish Sea.
In my second last year at Foyle,
sixth formers were interviewed
by
the
headmaster,
Archie
McConnell. Potential leavers were
called/ushered into his study
one afternoon in the autumn
term 1960. Not much small talk
but I confessed to an interest
in agriculture and mentioned
forestry since it was being given
some publicity in the local press
at the time. The plantations on
the Coleraine mountain that were
being established then, now being
harvested had somehow grabbed
my attention. This change of land
use was viewed from a bus going
to Coleraine Inst. Not rugby but a
talk on electro statics by a physicist
called Dagg. Archie obtained the
application papers for Edinburgh
University which I duly completed
and was offered a place. Tom
Gamble, a close friend, also applied
and went there to study Forestry.
He worked in the Forest Service
here, we still exchange Christmas
cards. But there was a big snag
at that time. Three A-level credits
were required to qualify for a
County scholarship. So, back to
Foyle for another year to improve
my A-levels by repeating. Meantime
the rules changed - a university
place ensured a scholarship.
There were three of us studying
A-level chemistry - Roy McClelland,
Robbie Guy and myself, later joined
surprisingly by two girls from the
High School who wanted to study
the same - Moira McElhinney
and Anne Marie Edwards, who
had come to the High School via
Coleraine. No facilities there to
study A-level chemistry. Was this
the forerunner of the eventual
integration of the two schools?
Robbie and Roy became professors
at Queens. Moira and Anne Marie’s
careers??? (Myself once quoted as
the most highly qualified forester in
Ireland along with Professor Larry
Roche at Bangor). Credit to the Rev
Dick Gordon who supervised us and

the endless titrations of colourful
solutions (That’s a horrible mess!)
in the small room (lab) next to the
main chemistry lab at Lawrence Hill.
We even wore lab coats and had a
lab assistant who kept the place
shipshape. The room was opposite
Sam Mitchell’s geography realm. I
gained a distinction in chemistry
but physics and geography marked
time. With geography ‘Clap’ Le Clerc
was so concerned at my poor result
a pass, as I had done well in the
run-up preparations to the actual
exams. Another memory is of a
German language improvement
trip to Germany at Easter 1961
the first leg of which was Derry to
London, Heysham Ferry, steamer
and rail, overnighting in a youth
hostel at Holland Park - the
morning was free. That morning
was remembered since one of
the group, Raymond Hutchison,
(he drove well with Shell); led a
group of us on an expedition to
the Heaven and Hell coffee bar in
Soho, that at the time was the base
for a popular rising rock star called
Screaming Lord Sutch. We arrived
but it was closed. The cleaner let us
in to view the establishment and so
back to Holland Park amused by a
Muscovy Duck that waddled in the
garden pond.
Next day, ferry to Zeebrugge and
rail to Rudesheim on the Rhine.
Frauleins way down by the river
and Wooden Heart being the
pop songs of the era. My German
language
capability
increased
500%, mostly related to food and
beverages, zero to ten a visit to a
schnapps distillery was memorable
and best forgotten. Accomplices
included James Whitsitt (married a
girl he met on this trip). John Gault,
Alan Haire one Montgomery and
I think Derek Curtis. Wee Charlie
Mowbray (Spanish language) was
tasked with shepherding this group.
At the time the school annual
formal dance was a big event.
The preparation for this included
dancing lessons with the older high
school girls invited down for the
ballroom dancing lessons under
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the guiding eye of Jonny Walker
the French teacher (not whiskey)
who occupied an eyrie at the north
end of the Lawrence Hill building
above Bud Mitchell’s (Latin and
Greek). The slow, slow, quick, quick
slow proceeded in the assembly
hall, floor boards slippy with French
chalk, the encased samurai sword
glinting at eye level as we waltzed
around. Not quite ‘Strictly’ style,
more ‘Borderland’.
The formal took place kitted out in
a new dress suit from Kelly’s the
Gents Outfitter in Foyle Street which
was in the Baltic building block
sandwiched between Bannigan’s
the fruit merchants and Swan’s the
ships chandlers - everything from
a needle to an anchor. The formal
dress suit lasted a good few years,
even needed overseas until about
1992, but was retired when the
waist band wouldn’t expand any
more. Subsequently, it was quickly
purloined by a daughter who
thought it cool for a Bugsy Malone
fancy dress costume - the indignity
of that end. The replacement was
acquired on a short break holiday in
Thailand from Uganda, one of those
made to measure, overnight jobs
measured up in the evening, suit
arrives next day. Some sweat shops!
Still serviceable but it won’t expand
any more around the waist! Had to
buy a new lounge suit for the last
FPA dinner September 2021.
University Life at Edinburgh
Trips in the Scotch boat from Derry
to the Bromilaw (Glasgow) were
the means of getting to Edinburgh
University. Some rough crossings
and some memorable ones with
Donegal folk heading off for the
potato gathering season. About
19s 6d for a seat on a coil of rope
where the cattle had been. An
accordion, a singsong and a few
Guinness whiled away the hours to
the Clyde mouth at dawn. Other
crossings were more luxurious
aided by a family friend who
worked with the shipping line, in a
cabin or berth and a tuck-up meal
of bacon, sausage, egg and chips,
sailing down the Foyle at autumnal

dusk time, something to be sick on
at sea. Convenient air travel was yet
to develop.
Forestry was studied at Edinburgh
University 1961/65. On arrival I was
offered /allocated digs at about 2
pounds and fifty pence per week,
a sort of bed and breakfast that
offered an evening meal and some
laundry facilities, full board at the
weekends. I shared a room with
another fresher student (Jeremy)
who was studying chemistry. Other
inmates included a pharmacist
from Musselburgh (Willie) who
went home at the weekends, a wild
highlander who was a second year
physics/chemistry student and a
lady who worked in Jenner’s, a posh
store on Princes Street. Initially in
classes with the medical students I
was called, Paddy, Patrick, Irish and
Bog Plodder so I had an identity
but was nearly lynched one night in
a bar for singing ‘Orange Songs’ so
soon switched to Roddy McCorley
to appease the native Scots of that
ilk present.
One of the Scots forestry students
was an ardent Scottish Nationalist
who was always trying to promote
the Scottish Independence cause
there with sticking the little blue St
Andrews Cross flags everywhere.
Now the Scots are eventually
seriously thinking about it. Such
were the carefree days of student
life including a bad hangover on
cider after a beer and skittle evening
in a local hostelry – the beer ran out
early.
The forestry school then was in
George Square, with some classes
at the Edinburgh Botanic Gardens
and Kings Buildings (chemistry and
zoology) both at opposite ends of
the universe when walking there.
About half the students were of
British origin with one or two Kiwis,
a Rhodesian and the remainder
were the international brigade
from all over Britain’s ex colonies,
Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania, Mauritius,
India, Honduras and Belize. At
that time no inkling that my future
career would lie in some of these

countries and classmates would
become the Chief Conservators
very quickly promoted in their own
countries and I would become part
of another international brigade
in the developing world as part of
the Technical Assistance/Overseas
Development
Sector.
Harold
McMillan’s wind of change was
blowing my way. I had to repeat
Botany in my second year, failed
the first time so had time to spend
but being short of cash attempted
some part time work which included
being a waiter in a late-night coffee
bar and door to door salesman for
Kleeneze Brushes, neither of which
were very rewarding. So I took the
Queens shilling and joined the TA as
a Royal Engineers Officer cadet. This
provided adventure at weekends,
great mates mostly from the NE of
Scotland paid so much for a drill
and weekends spent at training
camps. Several adventures included
trips to Norway and Germany.
The experience gained was well
used later in forestry with water
supply and field engineering for
nurseries and villages in the forests.
I eventually gained a commission in
a Scottish regiment.
I had played a modest game of
rugby at Foyle even though I had
sustained a fractured skull in a
farm accident that eliminated my
Medallion ambitions about 1956.
Having managed to play on the
U13s with a memorable first trip to
Dungannon on the GNR train, being
thoroughly beaten by a team that
included a large flying blond German
student from their boarders. Post
skull repair I started back, made
the 1stXV in about 1960 but was
relegated to captain of the Seconds
as ruled too old for the Firsts. To
improve the appearance of teams
on the pitch, house teams were
awarded points for clean boots
and white laces. My brother tried
to whiten our laces with bleach.
Overdone, the laces disintegrated
when rinsing out. The Saturday
morning fixture was almost lost but
a few bob provided new ones from
Tommy Orr’s sport shop in Guildhall
Square. The proverbial horse shoe
nail?
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Robert (centre) as captain of 2nd XV 1960

I continued to play at university
in the lower level Vagabond and
Vikings Teams and captained the
Edinburgh forestry society team
in an epic annual battle versus
Aberdeen foresters who boasted
of songster Kenneth McKeller in
their ranks. In alternate years we
played against the Welsh foresters
from Bangor, North Wales. In Kenya
I found time to play in Nakuru and
in Nairobi with the Impala club,
meeting up with two former school
‘mates’ spectating, Ken Gamble
and Dick Gordon (Rev), who were
teaching at Thika High School. As
the school song goes: ‘be it latitude
or longitude the poles or the
equator you’ll always find a man
who boasts that Foyle’s his alma
mater’. So true this time!
My next posting was in Mombasa
where there was a good team of
expatriates. We had to travel up
country to play, where altitude
became a fitness factor, but we had
a slight advantage with heat and
humidity when visitors came down
to us. These were great social events
with wives and children present.
After-match activity included BBQ’s
and visits to the lively night clubs
of Mombasa, without children. At
that time there were sanctions
on Northern Rhodesia, so we
had Royal Navy ships coming in
from the Beira patrol for rest and
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recuperation when we had soft
games against the navy and even
some of the commandos. They did
suffer from lack of space, cooped
up on board for weeks on end.
Some years later my son who was
born in Mombasa, then a boarder
at CAI played nominally against a
similar navy team whilst we were
passing through on holiday from
the Yemen in 1986. In Malawi I
played for Limbe and Lilongwe with
a short season in Zomba/Thyolo.
There I met two old Foyle boys,
Alastair Kilgore teaching maths
and Hugh Laird making sanctionbusting shirts in Rhodesia. In the
Yemen and Pakistan rugby was
then unknown but was introduced
to the Yemen through the project
at Risabah with a team of Brits
versus some Dutch neighbours. The
terrain was easy but the pitches
hard-baked and level. The altitude
at 8,500ft was a minor problem acclimatized by living there.
The health situation overseas was so
hazardous that various vaccinations
before arrival were necessary,
smallpox, typhoid and yellow fever
being mandatory. Health advice was
minimal being issued with a small
red book from the Ross Institute of
Tropical Hygiene. Paludrine daily
at breakfast with mosquito nets
and spraying the bedroom with
FLIT at night was a health routine

that held malaria at bay. Big doses
of Chloroquine were necessary to
cure you if you were afflicted. In
Mombasa the municipal health
department inspected gardens for
water containing items that would
harbour malaria-carrying mosquitos
such as coconut shells, tin cans, the
blocked water drains treated with a
spoonful of oil, even growing some
plants such as maize and canna
lilies was prohibited.
		
I escaped this disease but my
wife Barbara caught it early on
being in the Highlands where it
was supposed to be too cold for
mosquitos, but travellers from
malarial zones were passing
through and could bring the disease
with them. Smallpox still prevailed
and Barbara soon earned her spurs
in a vaccination campaign that
halted the spread of one of the last
epidemics from Ethiopia in 1966, by
vaccinating hundreds of workers on
the large European-owned farms
that surrounded us. I ended up with
tick fever (Typhus), that has similar
symptoms to malaria but was saved
by a Singh doctor who realized
that the malaria treatment wasn’t
working, and after hospitalization
and treatment with antibiotics I
recovered and recuperated for a
few days at the Bell Inn on the shore
of Lake Naivasha. The diagnosis was
confirmed after infecting a guinea
pig with some of my blood and the
poor beast showed the symptoms.
My other main health scare was
septicaemia from a bite on the rear
by a hippo fly when relieving myself
in the bush on the shores of Lake
Malawi. It spread within my family
and young son Martin was infected
and the ayah Modesta also was
afflicted, again all of us rescued by
Barbara’s barrier nursing skills.
Several times in different locations
these skills came to the fore with
other colleagues and workers in
the community where we were
living, especially in the Yemen.
The American Peace Corps went
one better with a DIY manual
called ‘Where There is no Doctor’,
which was issued by the British
Government along with a chest of
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with some local leave. Normally a
week or so in the departmental rest
house at Masambweni on the Kenya
Coast, south of Mombasa. After
our unannounced arrival we were
eventually rescued from the Pigalle
Hotel by the Chief Conservator of
Forests and for a few days stayed
in his arboreal surroundings before
going west to a forest station at
Londiani in the Highlands on the
Equator just before Christmas. It’s a
long story for another day.

Robert instructing local workers in the Yemen

medicines. I don’t know how many
were saved by this or died, but it
usually sufficed till you reached
hospital.
My identity or what remained of
it became one of resilience and
adaptation to a rapidly changing
world that continues to do so even
more today but always being the
Irishman abroad and joining the
Irish Societies that could be found
in many foreign parts. St Andrews
Societies were also availed of,
passing as an Ulster Scots - Granny
was from Glasgow.
Career and Working Abroad
Whilst having my tonsils out in first
year at university, I had fallen in

love with one of the night nurses,
courted (first date remark from
Barbara ‘I didn’t recognize you with
your clothes on’, pyjamas being
my usual hospital attire) engaged,
graduated, married, job search, had
a temporary job with Lancashire
County Council surveying the
Trough of Bowland Woodlands
prior to it being designated an Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and
landed in Kenya on the second
anniversary of its Independence
13.12.65.
Both more than culture shocked,
my new wife still suffering from
the various vaccinations we had to
have before departure. A contract
was two and a half years on site

The majority of the workers there
were Kikuyu (Bantu) having been
translocated there from their
homeland in Central Kenya to avoid
the period of Mau Mau troubles. The
drivers were mostly Kalenjin, the
local tribe, mainly cattle men and
the watchmen and forest guards
were Luos from Nyanza, Nilotic
people, ex-WWII veterans from the
King’s African Rifles. I learned to
salute and they were always smartly
turned out in pressed khaki shorts,
uniform green shirts, puttees and
polished black leather boots topped
with a green helmet or beret with a
hunting horn cap badge. They lived
quite harmoniously together at that
time but today it’s a different tale
with tribal tensions boiling over.
We eventually were befriended
by a few of the remaining white
farmer neighbours, the sawmills
and shops were owned by Indians
of different religious entities. In
the midst of this cultural melee
we had forest trackers from the
indigenous tribe called Wanderobo
who lived by hunting. So we quickly
learned to live with the adventure
circumstances had landed us in at
the beginning of our careers.
My new wife Barbara as well
as coming to terms with wood
stoves, a cook of sorts, a gardener
and a wood and water boy was
soon working in the local district
hospital after voluntarily running
a vaccination campaign against a
smallpox outbreak that had spread
south from Ethiopia, possibly the
last of that disease. We had letters
from home and newspapers sent
by my father so we had some idea
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about what was happening and
also our old friend over the years,
the BBC World Service.
Safe to say, working in the Kenya
Forest Department was great and
demanded frequent forest travel
inspections, the first being a long
trip north along the western edge of
the Rift Valley to Kabarnet, through
the Cherangani Hills to an isolated
forest station. One of the least
desirable! Staff were posted there
if they were out of line in their work
according to their Annual Reports.
The Forest Division had eleven
forest stations (Districts) each with
some 200 workers. Natural forest
was first worked by saw-millers
then char-coalers, the remaining
trees were felled by the labourers
who then burned the dry material,
cultivated the land and grew crops
of maize, potatoes and vegetables,
each family being allocated 1.5
acres annually so about 4.5 acres
were under cultivation in the third
season. Pine and cypress trees were
planted and tended, the labourers
being paid for this. I was shocked
when the first pay day came round
to see the workers dressed in rags
getting paid small sums of less than
3 pounds for a month, the daily pay
rate being 1/6d. At that time the
currency East African Shilling was
on par with the pound sterling. Mid
contract postings took us to Nairobi,
then back to Londiani and on the
second contract to Mombasa
learning about new places and
different people and their customs
also forestry trees mangroves,
timbers - ebony going to Boosey
and Hawkes, London, for musical
instruments, tourists and setting up
both terrestrial and marine National
Parks.
Family and Return Home
Meantime a daughter 1967 and
son 1970 arrived, both Kenyan
citizens by birth but also British
by their parents. We returned by
sea to Northern Ireland and tried
to settle down. I did another year
at university studying Ecology in
Aberdeen, my ambition being
wildlife conservation in Africa. After
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graduation in 1971 I was offered a
job with the Forestry Commission
in Devon, was living in Aberdeen no
money left when a job was offered
in Malawi for another two and a half
years, so from Aberdeen to Blantyre
Malawi, expenses paid, where the
old Presbyterian Elder, President
H Kamuzu Banda, ruled the roost.
More postings, more moves up the
learning curve, Barbara crippled
with Arthritis at that time, Martin
hospitalized almost lost from a
combination of malaria, chickenpox,
diarrhoea and a broken leg all
at the one time, lucky or a born
survivor. We returned to UK mid1974 and our third child was born
there, Cara Odette, (Blessed one of
the Fatherland). Three kids, no job,
living with parents-in-law in a small
terrace house like in Coronation
Street, job search unfruitful on the
mainland, I even met my previous
boss from Malawi going for an
interview for the same vacancy in
Norwich.
Decided to try Ireland so shipped
back home to the shop and my
father and the neighbours, all our
worldly goods in a second-hand red
transit van because hire companies
would not rent to us to go to
Ireland. The first inkling of what
the Troubles were about! Landed
a job in the DoE, then moved to
the City Council, managed to raise
the deposit for a house, still there,
Barbara returned to nursing and all
seemed to be hunky dory.
In the Council my eclectic experience
of various places enabled me to fit in
with whatever part of the local tribal
spectrum needed my help. Likewise
at Altnagelvin Hospital for Barbara
dealing with the nightly casualties
from the skirmishes and bombings
that were a regular occurrence. She
worked nights; I was on the day
shift with the Council unless called
out at night, the children were latch
key kids at school except for the
youngest who had a child minder
from Gobnascale initially, and later
from Lincoln Court, tribal education
at an early age.

We had been aware of the Troubles
from the news that filtered through
but soon realized there were no go
areas, Martin received a ‘trimming’
just six years old for having an
English sort of accent, came home
from school asking, ‘What colour
are we Mum?’ Knew black and
white from Africa, but colour in an
all-white country? People were
not Orange or Green, maybe from
Mars?
We settled down substantially,
trying to make a home, no Hire
Purchase but from whatever
was available including furniture
hand-me-downs from the Enagh
neighbours most of which are still in
use, an influence from the countries
worked in where even the most
worn or useless article is someone
else’s prized possession. Trips to the
beach during the long hot summer
of 1976 were a joy.
The day Mountbatten was blown
up had been spent at Culdaff
driving there in the now familiar red
Transit Van, a point of conjecture
and mirth with the soldiers and
police at the checkpoints, driven
by a polite speaking English
(Preston accent) woman, several
kids sprawled on a mattress in
the back and maybe some of the
neighbours offspring as well and a
big armchair wombled from a skip
(Skip Dipping) that Barbara used
when she was feeding our young
daughter. So, the beach picnics and
sunshine were a great reminder of
our days in Africa but the weather
soon changed to winter. We were
shocked at the news which I think
was delivered via a transistor radio
we had with us in the van. It made
us realize that here in the peace of
Donegal and beyond, lurked a very
vicious, violent society underneath
and how? What was the thinking
of the perpetrators? Claudy,
Enniskillen, the Dropping Well, The
Rising Sun - what was it all about?
Old Ireland’s Cause? Another Martyr
to be sung about, Sean South from
Garryowen? Ah to be sure the first
United Irish men were Prods!
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The Troubles were in full swing
and working with the Council,
I attended many bombed out
buildings being responsible for
demolition and disposal of the
remains. Waste disposal was a big
number, removing Dragons Teeth
from a blocked off street with the
women protesting by sitting on
them to prevent the digger lifting
them away, since the closed street
had become a safe haven for the
‘wains’ to play in. The Guildhall was
reopened amidst a great fanfare
and soon bombed again. What for?
A visit to Dublin Mansion House,
with the Council all parties
represented, in the late 1970s
was one of the first feelers about
peace and coming to terms with
the fact that it impacted adversely
on everyone on the island. One of
the party had shares in a racehorse
and needed to collect the jockey’s
coloured shirt. We parked outside
the shop in the official limo, but an
eagle-eyed Garda officer of the law
spotted the northern registration
plates and advised us bluntly to
go back to the f**en north without
stopping anywhere. We had just
enjoyed the hospitality of the
Guinness brewery but as lunch was
about over our hosts deserted us!
Lady Guinness had a horse running
in the Derby at 3 pm. Bets were on!
So, we retreated.
Setting up the municipal airport at
Eglinton in 1979 where the local
flying club had kept the place
ticking over after the departure of
the Navy in the Sixties, tree planting
on the Crescent Link in 1976 and
Glenshane Pass, also drafting the
first waste management plan
for the district were my main
accomplishments/memories
of
that era: the plan finished by my
successor, Victor Eakin. Also in this
mix was the rescue of the Lawrence
Hill building, that, for some reason
was owned by the Council on
becoming redundantly vacant. It
was at risk from weather, vandalism,
arson and somehow the Town
Clerk directed me to hand it over to
Paddy (Bogside) Doherty, ironically

as a community training workshop
for the deprived youths of the city.
Soon it was a buzz of activity with
budding Artisans. Ivan Archibald
was engaged as a plumbing
instructor since the family business
had failed. I had a look around the
building, still the same dark hall,
central stairways to the library
functional, the toilets unchanged
with the initials of two old boys
engraved on the high wooden
rafters for posterity H(Hazel) K Dale
and another D(David) McClean,
along with those of several other
climbers.

in the Yemen, Botswana and
the Seychelles. As the cookie
crumbled, I ended up in the Yemen.
Preparations pre-posting, briefings
were more advanced than in 1965;
first adventure at that stage with
Arabic lessons. The Arabic school
was nearby and a preparatory
course at Farnham Castle was
provided before venturing into the
Arab world of burqas and limited
beer opportunities but Barbara
and I survived it all, even enjoying
absconding for a night out from
class to sample the local scene prior
to the pending cultural famine.

Paddy
succeeded
admirably.
Building on this success he
branched out into the Craft Village
and the O’Doherty Museum, castlelike and grand. He even ventured
to Uganda with another youth
worker from Strathfoyle about
1994, to try and set up a similar
overseas enterprise to rehabilitate
local colleges that had fallen into
disrepair during the bush war.
Unsettled Ugandan conditions
prevented any further progress. He
had lost his Irish passport whilst
resting outside on the grass, in
front of the Namirembe Kampala
Cathedral but I was able to assist
him in obtaining a new one in haste
from the recently appointed Irish
Ambassador to Uganda. I invited
him home for dinner. So the Derry
Days were revisited in Kampala,
upcountry colleges, St Mary’s and
St Andrews being legacies from
the Missionaries’ of both sides! A
subsequent visit to Lawrence Hill
surprised me! The late Gay McIntyre
and the son of Sergeant Smith were
installed in the new music centre of
QUB - Londonderry Airs Rule OK!

So this life in Londonderry, with long
term career potential for us both
- Barbara having a remission from
arthritis - continued for about six
years but eventually we hit the road
again for an eight year assignment
in Northern Yemen, as described
above, where at least you could see
who was carrying the guns. Two
of the children went into boarding
school, Louise and Martin, Odette
to Yemen with us and educated at
home through the World Education
Service and eventually also to
boarding school.

Overseas Again
A trip to London on council
business in 1979 that included a
visit to the Civil Aviation Authority
in Victoria Street stimulated the
curiosity and urge for the faraway
places. The Overseas Development
Administration offices in Stag
Place were close by. I dropped in
to enquire about job prospects
overseas, three were available

We survived the horror at the
epicentre of a severe earthquake
there in 1982. Again, a Derry man
at Wimpey’s compound (Dhamar
Hospital) was the saving grace,
smuggling beer and whiskey from
Djibouti via Mocha (Coffee Original
Brand). Yemen was the saving
grace for the Saturday night party
and Sunday curry lunch at their
work camp mess.
So, over the next twenty-five
years ‘On, On’ to Pakistan,
Uganda, Pakistan again, Sri Lanka,
Montenegro and lastly to India,
a democratic nation of over a
billion people all struggling for
survival - Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist
and Christian as well as many
smaller sects. All of them living and
competing together for a slice of the
action often in small shared spaces.
Inter communal violence simmered
beneath the surface and as the
broadcaster, Mark Tully, remarked,
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outbreaks there are like a ripple in
a big pond that soon subsides and
is lost in the expanse of this nation!
If given the opportunity would I
do it again? Definitely, more than
ever the world needs foresters to
manage and protect the remaining
forest cover and increase it.
Retrospective
My life or career path seems to have
been one where after the storm
of Independence struggles, in the
context of the Winds of Change
blowing through the Empire or
post independent struggles in
Uganda, Kenya, Sri Lanka and the
offshoot from Afghanistan with
the refugees in Pakistan, Bob the
Irish forester was to the fore. Most
people abroad would not have the
knowledge to distinguish between
a Southern Irishman or one from,
‘Norn Iron’ and trying to explain
one’s origins - well?
Perhaps
having seen in Ireland enough of
struggles instigated by bombs and
guns, eventually the protagonists
have to be reconciled by the peace
makers and one wonders why they
were started in the first instance?
My most cynical view is that a
trouble spot rises up from a small
local dispute, then stoked up
it expands, military, politicians,
armed groups, arms dealers, peace
makers, media, relief organisations
all weigh in making a reputation

Above my late wife Barbara with a Nile Perch she landed at Entebbe (caught near
the Sesse Islands)Uganda the rules of the International Game Fish Association are
that if you hook a fish you have to land it un aided ? the crew myself and ARTHUR
de Mello offered advice and gaffed it in the end. Well done that competitor? She
only came along for the day lucky dip. The perch weighed 67.5 kgs

and eventually profit from it all. Like
Syria just now. The poor people
are bombed, shot, displaced, sons
and daughters fighting for some
fundamentalist cause or even less.
The evergreen protest songs from
the Sixties: Where have all the
young men gone? When will they
ever learn? When will they ever
learn? And, the answer is blowing
in the wind!
A United Ireland? Well we have
a united rugby team, a cricket
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team and sometimes athletes join
together but other sports sadly
reflect tribal roots. Maybe economic
pressures and the greater European
Union (partially gone in 2020) might
lead to the border being nothing
more than a line on the map. But
then a later generation will reinvent
the wheel again and start the ‘Oul
Cause’ rumbling once more. ‘No
Surrender’ (about turn and march
forward again) is the shout from
both sides, and ‘Never, Never’!
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THE ROAD TO MANDALAY
BILL PRIESTLEY
Foreword
Bill was a member of my Upper Sixth class when I returned to teach in Foyle College in 1975/6. From these early
years he and his wife, Elaine née McIlwaine, became good friends and every time we met for a chat and coffee, he
always appeared to be engaged in something different and in countries which are just names to most of us. When
I asked him to write an article about his career and life experiences, I was surprised at how little I really knew about
the path his career had taken. It is a fascinating and most interesting article as I am sure readers will agree.
William Lynn

I entered the Foyle College
Springtown campus in September
1969 and left in June 1976, just
before the amalgamation with
Londonderry High School (LHS).
To say I had plans upon leaving
would be overstating the situation
somewhat, looking back I don’t
believe forward planning was my
strength at that time. Inspired by the
70’s wave of environmentalism and
some early ‘eco-warriors’, I opted
to study Environmental Science at
Ulster University, graduating in 1979
and duly entering the Northern
Ireland Civil Service as an Assistant
Scientific Officer, where my first
boss was none other than Charlie
Chada, a former pupil of Foyle and
stalwart of City of Derry Rugby Club.
The first flush of environmentalism
soon wore off and I set my sights
on what I believed would be a
more exciting career in policing,
joining Kent County Constabulary
in June 1980. I didn’t make it
onto the graduate entry scheme
which would have guaranteed
early promotion, but I joined in any
case and embarked on 6 months
of training alongside officers from
forces across south-east England.
I soon discovered that most
prospective officers did not hail
from the south-east. Our trainers
struggled to cope with accents from
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales,
Newcastle upon Tyne, Yorkshire,
Cornwall, and The Republic of

Ireland.
Similar communication
difficulties arose when I was
assigned to my first station in
Royal Tunbridge Wells where my
sergeant also hailed from Northern
Ireland, but with a much stronger
accent than mine! Unbeknown to
him, I was tasked with ‘interpreting’
his orders for the rest of my section.
My tutor constable was a Scot who
had played professional football
and was interested in any sporting
activity. During my first week on
patrol with him I was delighted
when he told me we were visiting
someone who would provide us
with very important intelligence
which we could put to good use.
Imagine my reaction when this
‘intelligence’ turned out to be a list
of fancied runners in the following
Saturday’s horse racing card. I soon
learned that policing had many
facets and information from the
most unlikely sources on seemingly
unrelated matters could help solve
crime and return stolen property to
its rightful owner.
During my years in Kent, I returned
briefly to Northern Ireland in 1983 to
marry Elaine née McIlwaine, gained
promotion, trained as a facilitator
and dealt with many stressful,
tragic and harrowing incidents, but
also made some life-long friends
and learned about the less serious
side of policing. On one occasion,
whilst seconded to the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) I

was tasked alongside a colleague
to investigate lock-up garages for
storage of bomb making materials
(this was at the height of the IRA
bombing campaign in Britain). My
colleague was the shortest male
officer I knew and in the days of
height requirements I really do
not know how he managed to
join the police. We arrived at an
address which was registered as
holding the keys to several lockup garages. On speaking for a few
seconds with a woman there she
promptly slammed the door in our
faces. A few minutes later our radio
operator contacted us to say that
a woman had contacted police to
say there were two people posing
as police officers outside her door.
One she described as being much
too short to be in the police and the
other was an Irishman, so couldn’t
possibly be a British police officer!
The joys of being an Ulsterman in
the Royal Borough of Tunbridge
Wells!
I consider myself to have had
much good fortune during my
police career of just under 25 years
in total, which included spells in
Northern Ireland, at National Police
Training in Harrogate, and the
Police Staff College in Bramshill,
Hampshire, where I was Head
of Race and Diversity. Whilst at
Harrogate, I delivered the national
evaluator’s course, was national
Quality Approval Manager for
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police training, and studied parttime at the University of Leeds for
a Master of Laws (Human Rights)
LLM. I also qualified as a European
Foundation Quality Management
(EFQM) Excellence Model assessor,
something which I was able to put
to good use later in my various
careers.
During my LLM studies in 2002,
some contacts from Coventry
University’s Africa Centre invited
me to join a Human Rights research
trip to The Gambia. I conducted
research there into restorative
justice as applied in a system based
upon English common law but
incorporating elements of Muslim
family law (Sharia). The Gambia’s
population of around 1.9 million is
92% Muslim. At the same time,
I managed a scoping study on
behalf of the International Police
Faculty at Bramshill. I received
excellent support from the British
High Commissioner’s Office in
the capital, Banjul which opened
many doors for me. On my first
visit to The Gambia in 2002, I was
humbled to receive an invitation
from the Acting High Commissioner
to the Remembrance Day service
at the Commonwealth War Graves
Cemetery in Fajara.

This certainly opened my eyes
to the sacrifices made by African
regiments during both World
Wars and gave me a very different
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perspective on this former British
colony. On my second visit in June
2003, I received an invitation to a
reception on the occasion of the
Official Birthday of her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.

Both of these occasions proved to
be useful networking opportunities
to further my scoping study and to
conduct my research into restorative
justice. Over the course of two
research visits to The Gambia I
compiled a comprehensive body of
research (held at the African Centre
for Democracy and Human Rights
Studies in Banjul) which contributed
to my LLM thesis achieving a
distinction grading. It wasn’t all
work of course, during time off
our group of researchers explored
as much of this small, fascinating
country as we could. There is no
big game in The Gambia, instead it
is a thriving centre for exotic birds
and small mammals, monkeys and
baboons, and ‘friendly’ crocodiles.
I declined the offer of the locals to
take me along to stroke Charlie, the
friendly, 4-metre-long crocodile,
sitting amongst his peers on the
edge of the crocodile pool at
Kachikally. These were not pets nor
were they in captivity, but we were
assured of their friendly nature no thank-you! The closest I got to
real danger was being stalked by a
troupe of baboons on the look-out
for food as our group walked along
the banks of the river Gambia, this
was indeed a surreal experience.
After almost 25 years in policing, I
decided on a change of career and
started my own business, conducting
evaluation studies and delivering
training on human rights, managing

diversity and handling freedom of
information requests. My clients
included the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister (John Prescott was
the incumbent), Defence Science
Technology Laboratories (Porton
Down, where the country’s top
scientists research the world’s most
dangerous pathogens) and the
National Fire and Rescue Service.
Porton Down was by far the most
secure establishment I have ever
visited, and that includes several
high-security prisons. During this
time, I was also legal correspondent
for The Police Journal, publishing
a series of seven articles entitled,
‘Recent Judicial Decisions’. However,
my business involved a lot of
travelling and extended time away
from home and my young family,
so after being alerted by my wife
to an exciting new local opportunity
I applied for the position of
Inspector of Criminal Justice, with
the newly formed Criminal Justice
Inspectorate of Northern Ireland
(CJINI) based in Belfast.
CJINI’s origins were in the Belfast
Agreement and the resultant
Criminal Justice Review, published
in 2000. Its strapline was, ‘a fairer
justice system for all’. At that time, it
was unique in the United Kingdom
as the only integrated criminal
justice oversight organisation. Great
Britain had separate oversight
organisations such as Her Majesty’s
Inspectorate
of
Constabulary
and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate
of Prisons.
However, Northern
Ireland was to have an oversight
organisation which had the remit
to oversee all justice organisations.
I was appointed Inspector of
Criminal Justice in January 2005
and entered a challenging and
rewarding career lasting for the
next 12 years.
My first inspection topic was
to examine and report on the
workings of the Office of The Police
Ombudsman for Northern Ireland
(OPONI). This became a recurring
theme throughout my career
and by 2017 when I retired from
CJINI, I had amassed a total of 6
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inspections or follow-up reviews
on many aspects of OPONI. In my
12 years at CJINI I led a further 24
inspections or follow-up reviews
into various criminal justice related
subjects including ‘Policing with the
Community’, ‘Hate Crime’, ‘Youth
Justice’ and ‘Coronial Processes’.
Inspections
were
published
and presented to the Houses of
Parliament, or in later years when
justice became a devolved matter,
laid before The Northern Ireland
Assembly.
I thoroughly enjoyed my time with
the inspectorate which supported
me in obtaining a Master’s of Public
Administration (MPA) from Ulster
University and in qualifying as an
assessor with the British Quality
Foundation
(BQF),
evaluating
applications for national and
international
EFQM
excellence
awards. I used my knowledge of
quality systems including EFQM,
to revise the Northern Ireland
Inspection Framework for use
across the criminal justice system
and to implement an effective
quality management system in CJINI
which attained ISO certification.

Overseeing the work of all Northern
Ireland criminal justice organisations
meant that inspections often made
recommendations to improve the
cohesiveness of working across
the system. Victims of crime had
frequently experienced a disjointed
and uncommunicative system;
over the years, better coordination
of justice organisations helped to
improve the victim experience.

Inspections were challenging in
many ways. Each was bespoke,
whilst following the inspection
framework, requiring creativity
in the research but maintaining
accuracy and relevance. I consulted
with sometimes hundreds of
individual people or organisations
during an inspection, including the
justice organisations themselves.
The experiences people recounted
had a deep personal impact on my
perception of Northern Ireland as
a place to live and work and made
it plain to me that the criminal
justice system had to improve.
This was most apparent during
thematic inspections such as Hate
Crime, when people described the
daily abuse they were subjected
to because of the colour of their
skin, nationality, religion or some
other perceived difference. People
often felt trapped, unsupported
and singled out as they and their
children were verbally and physically
abused every day on the way to
school or to work. Unfortunately,
at times, people in positions of
power and influence made things
worse for minority groups by their
rhetoric, whether intended or not.
I regarded the inspection I led into

Hate Crime published in 2015, as the
most important work I undertook at
CJINI, highlighting just some of the
issues faced by people perceived as
being different.
The work of CJINI began to attract
attention as its reputation grew
and the Northern Ireland system
of justice oversight became widely
regarded. In 2011, I was invited to
deliver a series of seminars to senior

justice officials as part of a Council of
Europe delegation to Pyatiagorsk,
in the southern Caucasus region
of Russia. I heard at first-hand
about the work of the Russian
Police and justice organisations
which had been embarking on a
reform programme whilst facing
armed insurgency in the wider
Caucasus region and in nearby
Dagestan. This was certainly an
interesting visit, both professionally
and personally, and whilst there I
found time to climb the steep hill
outside the city to the Russian poet
Mikhail Learmontov’s monument,
where I took this photograph of a
distant Mount Elbrus, the highest
peak in Europe at 18,510 feet above
sea level. Yes, that is the snow-clad
landscape leading all the way to Mt.
Elbrus. It was winter in Pyatiagorsk
and the temperature during our
visit never rose above minus 10
degrees Celsius.
The twin peaks of Mount Elbrus
as seen from the Learmontov
monument, Pyatiagorsk, Russia

A further visit to Russia followed,
this time to Moscow to deliver
seminars to senior Russian police,
judges and government officials
on reform and oversight.
Ten
years ago, there appeared to be
an appetite for justice reform and
progressive policies in Russia - how
different this seems to be in 2021.
CJINI were very supportive of my
occasional work with the Council
of Europe as the visits extended
knowledge of the Northern Ireland
justice oversight system to other
jurisdictions. Reform programmes
from several countries visited
Northern Ireland and its justice
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organisations, including CJINI, to
gather information which could be
adapted to their own circumstances.
Visit to CJINI by senior officials from
North Macedonia
Between 2011 and 2017, at the
invitation of the Council of Europe I
conducted work on justice oversight
in Russia, North Macedonia, Georgia,
Ukraine and Serbia, collaborating
with senior justice and government
officials, judges and lawyers in
each of the countries and also
working with other practitioners,
such as prison governors in Ukraine
and senior police officers in North
Macedonia and Serbia.
Excerpt from CJINI ‘The Spec’
magazine – ‘Inspector visits Georgia
advising on correctional facilities’.
Conducting seminar with senior
justice officials in Tiblisi: May 2015
As with my earlier trips to The
Gambia, my forays into the countries
of eastern Europe and beyond
were not all work. During breaks I
managed to explore parts of each
of the fascinating countries I found
myself working in. Visiting North
Macedonia and Skopje was a return
to what was part of the former
Yugoslavia, which I had journeyed
through in the late 1970s. Skopje
had changed beyond recognition,
and perhaps not for the better, with
new pseudo-classical buildings
and an enormous statue of
Alexander the Great astride a horse,
dominating the city centre.

of the Georgian officials was on how
best to handle the many Russian
gang leaders and mercenaries (as
described by them) imprisoned
there since the war in 2008. Tiblisi
itself is another beautiful old city,
with the Georgian people deeply
proud of their heritage and claims
to be the second country (after
Armenia) to adopt Christianity as
its religion. Georgia is officially a
secular country but over 80% of its
population identify as Christian. A
cable car to Narikala Fortress gave
the best views across the gorge of
the river Mtkvari to the city.
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Apart from being invited to advise on
justice oversight in other countries,
in 2015 The Council of Europe
invited me to co-author a guide
on ‘Police Oversight Mechanisms

My visit to Ukraine included visiting
two correctional facilities and
conducting mock prison inspections
based on European standards.
Ukraine was very focused on
adopting internationally recognised

However, a visit to deliver a series of
presentations to senior lawyers and
judges on the shores of Lake Ohrid,
one of the oldest lakes in the world
and the deepest in the Balkans, was
the highlight. Ohrid city is a world
heritage site for good reason and
is one of the oldest known human
settlements. A beautiful old city.
My visit to Tiblisi in Georgia brought
home to me how recently the
country had been at war with
its neighbour, Russia.
Whilst
discussing reforms to prisons and
other closed institutions the focus

years after the 2014 ‘Revolution
of Dignity’ and Kiev still bore the
scars of those events with many
street monuments to people who
had been killed during the unrest.
For some reason, I have very few
photographs of Kiev or Ukraine
although I vaguely remember being
advised not to draw attention to
myself as a foreigner in the streets for
safety reasons. In the rural prisons
I remember interviewing a group
of detained male offenders and
breaking the ice by referring to an
upcoming football match between
Northern Ireland and Ukraine. Not
being a football fan, I still predicted
a Northern Ireland win and endured
some good-natured banter, upon
which the prisoners were delighted
to tell me that the prison governor
had switched the electricity on just
one hour before my visit to make a
good impression. Northern Ireland
actually went on to win that match,
but by that time I had written my
report on prison conditions, given
feedback to the prison governors,
and had returned to Kiev.

justice standards as it moved closer
to the European Union. It is a
vast country, the second largest in
Europe after Russia, and my trip
involved a ten-hour train journey
East from Kiev to a more rural
prison setting. My visit was only two

in The Council of Europe Member
States’.
This involved desktop
research covering all 47 member
countries. I revised this publication
in February 2017.
The work of CJINI was assessed by
many to be making a difference to
the justice system in Northern Ireland
and organisations were judged
as making improvements based
on inspection recommendations.
When
presenting
inspection
findings to the NI Assembly Justice
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Committee it was obvious that
recommendations and reports
carried real weight. Over the years
I worked with a truly dedicated
and professional team at CJINI and
retired from there in May 2017, just
before my 60th birthday, with the
intention of continuing some parttime justice work for a short time
afterwards. I was delighted to be
awarded an OBE for services to
Criminal Justice in Her Majesty The
Queen’s New Year’s Honours List
2018.
My plan to retire, rest for a time and
then perhaps to become involved
in part-time justice work never
came to fruition. In June 2017 I
was invited by Northern Ireland
Cooperation Overseas (NICO) to
Myanmar following the steps taken
to restore democracy there after
the 2010 release of opposition
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi and the
election of her party to government
in 2015. My role was to develop
and implement a Community
Policing Strategy as part of a €30m
European Union funded police
reform project (MYPOL). In April
2018 I was appointed as the NICO
Key Expert for community policing
in the MYPOL project and moved to
live in the beautiful city of Yangon
(formerly Rangoon) to complete
the 5-year project.

My remit included developing police
strategy and systems, community
capacity building and joint police
and civil society skills and behaviour
training, all aimed at introducing
a system of community policing,
meeting the needs of Myanmar
people living and working in their
local townships.

Flower sellers in Myanmar

Living and working in Myanmar
afforded us plenty of opportunity
during days off and holidays to
explore the country and to travel
further. The highlights were gliding
silently over the (over 3000)
ancient Buddhist temples of Old
Bagan in a hot air balloon with the
‘Road to Mandalay’ (the mighty
river Irrawaddy) on the horizon; and
travelling across Inle Lake visiting
the floating gardens, stilt houses
and schools. Little did I expect that
my journey from Foyle, via Kent,
Belfast, The Gambia and Eastern
Europe, would eventually take
me along the ‘Road to Mandalay’,
travelling in a small river boat
between the great city of Mandalay
itself and old Bagan.
Other Myanmar based travels
included a visit to the stunning
beaches of Dawei and the Southern
Archipelago, and an opportunity to
travel from Myanmar to Japan for a
holiday, taking in the 2019 Rugby
World Cup quarter final between
Ireland and New Zealand (a pity
about the result!).
The Covid pandemic first came to
my attention when I was travelling
back to Yangon via Beijing in early
January 2020 after a Christmas
break at home. In those first days
of January, Beijing airport was
already screening passengers for

Covid -19 and living in Yangon
early in 2020 came to include
temperature screening as a
condition of entry into the main
shopping centres. The pandemic
did not halt our project work; we
managed to continue apace using
a mixture of remote and on-site
working supported by our excellent
Myanmar project staff and local civil
society organisations. The work we
did to bring the Myanmar police and
communities closer together really
seemed to gain traction during this
challenging period. Civil Society
Organisations, which previously
would have shunned the police
(a mutual arrangement), actively
provided support to the police in
deploying Covid safety initiatives
and by donating Covid safety
equipment. This made a significant
difference to the police which
was desperately short of funding
and helped to further develop
positive relationships.
Despite
the pandemic, the outlook for the
project was positive.
However,
the military coup in February 2021
meant the end of our engagement
with the Myanmar police and the
project was finally wound up in May.
It felt over to me when I gave up my
apartment in Yangon at the end of
April 2021.
The coup was a shocking and
disappointing end to what had
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Budist Temple in Myanmar

been a positive engagement with
the Myanmar Police Force as they
moved cautiously towards a model
of democratic policing. Cautiously,
because of the ever-present military,
in a country whose constitution (rewritten by the military in 2008)
gives the army 25% of seats in
both houses of parliament and
an effective veto over future
constitutional change. Democracy
had only just taken its first guarded
steps before the military interrupted
it with the bloody coup, arbitrary
killings and arrests. This is the
same military that stands indicted
before the International Criminal
Court charged with the genocide
of the Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine
State, charges which I am optimistic
will be added to arising from its
shameful actions during and after
the coup and which continue to this
day.
Unfortunately, some of our Myanmar
national project staff were arrested
and imprisoned by the military
because of their associations with
civil society and the free media
organisations. My senior national
advisor, an erstwhile senior ranking
Myanmar Police officer, left Yangon
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for her own safety and is keeping a
low profile in a more remote area.
Our Myanmar national project staff
had stepped forward and taken
risks to further the democratic
cause, contributing enormously to
the project. This active involvement
of Myanmar nationals from diverse
backgrounds had been essential
to ensure the project remained
well grounded and focused on
delivering change for the benefit of
all Myanmar people. Thankfully, at
the time of writing, the last of our
imprisoned former staff had just
been released from prison and was
in a safe place.
Since May 2021 I have become
officially ‘retired’ again! However,
my international career, which
began with a scoping study and
research in The Gambia during
2002-03 has come full circle. In
September 2021 I was invited
by Democratic Control of Armed
Forces (DCAF) back to The Gambia
to help develop its Police Doctrine
which will define the Gambian
Police Force mission, vision, and
values for the next 5 years. I remain
committed to that project on an
ad-hoc basis and today conducted
the second of a series of on-line
seminars with senior police officers
in The Gambia. Perhaps it will
become another (short) chapter in
this story of the Road to Mandalay,
and beyond.
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FOYLE COLLEGE AVIATION TEAM AND ECO
CLUB - NICOLE SLOANE
Foreword
Nicole Sloane is a former pupil of Foyle and Londonderry College and was one of my A Level Geology students who
went on to graduate from Queens University with a Geology degree. After seven years working on oil rigs in the
North Sea she returned to land and the ‘less hazardous’ teaching profession. On my retirement, Nicole replaced me
as Head of Geology and her wide interest in all aspects of the environment shines forth in this article.
Her enthusiastic approach has inspired an interest in the subject amongst her pupils and as careers adviser she has
taken every opportunity to involve them in a diversity of work experiences to inform their choice of future careers.
The article below amply demonstrates how the school can be involved in so many aspects of the community which
in turn, brings great credit to the school and its pupils.
William Lynn

Four years ago, I responded to a
phone call from a parent asking if
we would be interested in getting
involved with an aviation enthusiast
and a QUB Forensic Geologist
to locate a Spitfire in Emyvale,
Sligo. Such a bizarre, but amazing
opportunity does not come around
very often, so of course the answer
to parent (Jonny McNee) was an
easy one! ‘COUNT US IN!’
At the time I was teaching Jonny’s
daughter, Grace, so a few weeks
following our initial discussion,
Grace, myself along with her 4
school friends bombed down
to Emyvale on a dark Saturday
morning in November to conduct
some preliminary reconnaissance at
the site. From that day, the FCAT
(Foyle College Aviation Team) was
born. We worked with another
local school, Ballybay Community
College to excavate Spitfire, R6992
which crashed into a field on
20th September 1942 in Fingullar,
Monaghan. F/Lt Gordon Hayter
Proctor was the pilot at the time
of the crash. He survived the crash
and flew as part of the 1402 Met
Flight based at RAF Aldergrove.
Josie McCusker, was only 6 years
old at the time but witnessed the
crash and was able to lead us to
the field. Below is a report of the

day by Grace McNee, daughter of
Mr Jonny McNee, Senior Panning
Officer DCSDC:
‘On the 13th May 2017, pupils
from Class 9C took part in the
archaeological excavation of a
WW2 Spitfire that crashed in a field
in Co Monaghan near the village of
Emyvale in 1942. The project was
organised by my Dad who was
helped by the Monaghan County
Museum, his friends from Queens
University Belfast, and the NI Fire
and Rescue Service. My Dad needed
4 licenses to undertake the whole
dig legally. It took him 5 months
to get these and involved a lot of
writing. As well as Foyle, there were
pupils from Beechhill College and
St McCartan’s College in Monaghan
Town. Mrs Sloane took us down in
the school mini bus and we were
very excited as we left early in the
morning to drive to the dig site.
In the field, my Dad explained how
the plane had crashed on the 20th
September 1942, narrowly missing
the McCusker’s cottage which sits
nearby. He told us that the pilot was
Ft Lt Gordon Hayter Proctor who
had flown from RAF Aldergrove
on the day to record the weather.
His plane controls stopped working
and he had to jump out of the

Spitfire at 8,000ft. He landed safely
by parachute in Northern Ireland in
the grounds of a big country house.
His plane flew on for a bit by itself
before crashing. This was a very sad
end for this plane which had flown
in the Battle of Britain and had
been shot down twice.
We are all told to wear hard hats
and yellow vests as were going to
dig a deep hole with a digger to get
to the buried parts. Professor Ruffell
from Queens told us how they
used a Ground Penetrating Radar
machine to pin point exactly where
to dig. Aiden the digger driver
carefully scraped the soil back inch
by inch so we didn’t damage any
of the archaeology. Dad and the
archaeologist told us to use our
eyes and noses when we were in
the hole - our eyes to look carefully
and our noses to sniff for aviation
fuel and oil. They showed us the
how soil changed colour when the
plane crashed and burnt. We found
some small bits in the upper layers
of soil, but they were very crumbly.
It was very exciting to get into the
hole and scrape around bits of
the plane as we found them. We
found many broken bits of engine.
Our class helped to bring them out
of the hole and gently scrape the
mud of them. We showed them
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to the crowd of people who were
watching. Some of us even got on
the BBC and RTE News. We all felt
quite famous!
Eventually the digger dug down
nearly 8 ft to find the remains of
the Rolls Royce Merlin engine. It
was very broken up! The plane
hit the ground at 400 mph and
the engine just disintegrated. The
crater was filled with the smell of
aviation fuel. Dad says this is how
you know you are going in the right
direction – the smellier it gets, the
closer you are. We got to hand dig
some of the clay away from the
engine before Aiden carefully lifted
it out with digger. Everyone clapped
and we had a group photo taken of
all the pupils kneeling beside the
engine. My Dad is now living in the
garage cleaning all the bits before
they go on display in the Monaghan
County Museum later in the year.
Some small bits are going to come
to Foyle College for display. It was
a great project to be involved in.
It was very exciting watching the
digger carefully scrape the earth
and then being allowed to get into
the hole to look for bits and identify
them. We were all very tired and
muddy when we left to go home. It
was a great day out!’
Curator of County Monaghan
Museum, Mr Liam Bradley, said ‘This
excavation will be the final project in
our 3 year examination of the impact
of WW2 on our Border county.’ He
added ‘The retrieved items will be
preserved and put on display as
part of our nationally acclaimed
exhibition ‘The Monaghan Spitfire
– Life on the Border with a World
at War’ which runs in the museum
until the end of 2019’.

Princess Royal with Aviation pupils

Duncan Livingstone RAF (22), F/L
Richard William Gilbert Holdsworth
RAFVR (31), F/S Stanley Frederick
Chadwick RAFVR (22).

to interpret the squiggly lines by
Forensic Geologist Dr Alastair Ruffell
(QUB).
Closer to home our most recent
aircraft project was to recover
any remaining wreckage from
a Beaufort Mark II that crashed
in Ballykelly on 30th April 1942
claiming the lives of F/L Archibald

When HRH the Princess Royal
came to officially open our school
she talked at great length to the
FCATs about our excavations and
was presented with a copy of, ‘The
Donegal Spitfire’.
GPR (Ground Penetrating Radar)
was used to pinpoint the crash site
and our students were shown how
84

Aviation pupils at the Ballykelly Aircraft dig

This was our first dig where there
were fatalities and the first licensed
WW2 aircraft dig in NI, so the time
spent waiting on the MODs decision
to grant us the dig had us nail biting
for a month. Given their previous
experience, the FCATs were all able
to confidently survey this site, use
the survey equipment and analyse
the data to determine where to
dig. A few test pits proved their
decision right, they were spot on
and although the dig was not as
rich in artefacts as the previous
two digs, we were happy that we
were able to give some closure to
the families of the bereaved. All 3
crew left behind families, Chadwick,
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was doomed to fail from the start.
The crew were asked to conduct a
manoeuvre that their plane was not
fit for. They were asked to dispatch
a dummy out of the plane and
deploy the parachute to simulate
an injured crew member. Once out
of the small window the parachute
deployed and quickly managed to
wrap itself around the tail of the
plane. 40 seconds later and the
plane had crashed into the rectory
field at Ballykelly.

Relatives of the deceased airmen at the memorial dedication

The Memorial

Livingstone and Holdsworth. Di
Hervey (Holdsworths daughter)
made 2 trips to Northern Ireland
during our project during which
she had managed to bring all of her
5 daughters to see the fatal crash
site. Stanley Chadwicks son, Ron
travelled from Southend on Sea with
10 of his family members and David
Livingstone and son represented
the Livingstones. Prior to dig day,
we decided that the students would
be divided into groups and each
would be responsible for keeping in
touch with their designated family
on dig day to tell them what we
had found. The vast majority of
finds were fragmentary in nature
and many showed clear signs of
burning or partial melting by the
intense fire.

Approximately 12 rounds of
unexploded .303 ammunition were
also recovered across the fuselage
area as a result of sieving. The latter
were unexpected finds as no traces
of armament or the 50 round
magazines in which the ammunition
was normally carried were found.
Aircraft on training flights normally
flew un-armed. It is likely that these
represented loose ammunition that
perhaps in previous flights had spilt
from their magazines and rattled
around in the recesses of the plane.
This Beaufort was assigned with
Coastal Command at Ballykellly and
was unique as it was fitted with a
yaggi – a device that could detect
German U boats just below the
surface of the water. It crashed
a few minutes into a mission that

Jonny meticulously planned a
wonderful commemoration event
in September of this year, inviting
members of RAF, the Royal British
Legion representatives, personnel
from the Bomb Squad who were
there on the day, DA Forgies (who
had donated the digger and driver
on the day), Limavady Memorials
who kindly donated the memorial
stone and Tommy’s chip shop who
provided a very welcome lunch on
the day. The pinnacle of the event
was a flypast from a Spitfire, in fact
one from the same squadron that
Jonny’s first ‘Donegal Spitfire’ flew
with. It was emotional moment for
the families and friends alike.
The Foyle College Eco Club was
founded in 2016 with the aim of
bringing awareness of the fragility
of our oceans to pupils, staff and
our community. We meet monthly
to decide on a plan of action for
that month and then refine details.
To date we have successfully looked
after a colony of bees, extracted
and sampled their honey, beautiful
and sweet. Two staff members,
Mr Moorcroft and Mrs Hand are
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Eco club outing with Nicole (right)

experienced beekeepers and have
taught a group of students (under
careful supervision) how to manage
a hive and extract the honey from the
frames. Eamon Gee kindly donated
the funds to bring our vision to
fruition. Next on our list would be to
have grow beds, eagerly seeking a
donor and mentor! We have many
students who are very interested
in horticulture and would love to
have some home grown produce
with the aim of encouraging staff,
parents and students to grow their
own vegetables and thus reducing
their carbon footprint.
Our EcoClub is also actively cleaning
the river banks and beaches. We
initially cleaned Benone and
Magilligan over the course of a
year, but when a student came and
asked if we could clean Culmore
beach, embarrassingly I had to
ask where it was! From then on
we decided to reduce our carbon
footprint and adopt Culmore Beach
(with Live Here Love Here) as our
own spot to keep clean. Some of
the craziest items we have removed
include a fridge freezer, kitchen
cupboards, a sunlounger, chairs,
car bonnet, window wiper cleanser
container, and many plastic cones.
It is disappointing that on every
beach clean at Culmore we have
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lifted the remains of clay pigeon
cartridges and the clay pigeons
themselves as we have seen the
devastating effects the pellets from
the cartridges can have on the
ecosystem. We are happy to keep
cleaning Culmore as it prevents
waste from being washed further
along the river to the mouth of
the Foyle into the Atlantic Ocean.
Our beach cleans take place on
the last Sunday of each month
along the river banks of the Foyle
– mainly along the Letterkenny
cycle path, Eglinton bank and also
our local parks. We have been
encouraged by locals on every trip
and I have to say I am most proud
of our volunteers who brave all
elements of the weather to keep
our waterways a little cleaner, and
never complain! We are striving for
our Green Award from EcoSchools
NI and I have no doubt we will be
awarded it by April next year.
A number of GCSE students, Megan
Cairns and Alex Patterson, plan and
conduct activities with interested
Year 8 students in a club we have
named the, ‘Eco Arts Club’ as we
use renewable resources as much
as possible and every lesson is
nature themed. Each week we
make fabulous gifts that go home.

Magilligan WW1 Training Trenches
We have close and valued links with
CCGHT (Causeway Coast and Glens
Heritage Trust) and QUB and have
been involved in a few different joint
projects. For two successive years
we have been involved with CCGHT
and QUB archaeology department
excavating WW1 training trenches
at Magilligan. I took two classes
of Year 10 students post lockdown
and they thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and learned a lot about
trench design. The students were
thrilled as they uncovered spent
bullet casings, glass and magazine
holders, barbed wire, flares, a
buckle, top of a bullet box, keys
and an iodine ampule. They were
shown LIDAR images of the training
trenches before going into the
woods, which made them easier
to see as the area is within a small
forest within the army training
camp. Dr Heather Montgomery
(QUB) showed us LIDAR images of
the area and we could immediately
pick out the trenches and the
different trench designs.
It is
unbelievable to think that the men
that dug these trenches would have
dug real ones on the western front
later, though they were dismayed
as the soil was of clay and not sand
as at Magilligan.
Peat Bog Analysis
In late October I accompanied
a group of Year 13 students to

Dr Jonny McNee
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Altikeeragh ASSI bog to measure
the depth of the peat in the bog
under the guise of Dr Ray Flynn
(Civil Engineering Dept QUB) and Dr
Andrew Bratton (CCGHT). The aim
of the mission was to determine
the depth of the peat across the
bog so we could try to gauge the
quantity of CO2 the bog could have
sequestered from our atmosphere.
Bogs store twice as much CO2 than
all the world’s forests combined.
They used a range of equipment
and collected data that they
uploaded using their mobile phones
onto ArcGIS (mapping software).
Our students are fortunate to have
been entrusted with such vital
data collection that will inform our
governments of benefits of the
natural bogs to our climate. The
peat bogs have been accumulating
in Ireland for the past 8,000 years
and could perhaps contain as much
as 3 trillion cubic tonnes of carbon on
the island of Ireland! Once the peat
bogs have been cut (turf extraction)
or drained by farmers wanting to
take advantage of the government
subsidies to plant trees on land,
the bogs die. This is because for
bogs to thrive, the water level must
not drop more than 10cm below
the surface of the ground. A few
years ago I chauffeured a group
of A-Level and GCSE students to
Ballynahoe peat bog just outside
Castledawson to assess the impact
drainage, forestry and clay pigeon
shooting can have on bogs. The
latter was toxic. Draining peat takes
a long time to recover but the spent
lead from the clay pigeon shotgun
cartridges was toxic.
The area of ground looked like the
aftermath of a nuclear fallout. I
asked Ray at Altikerragh about
Ballynahone. He informed us that
five long years later they had been
able to remediate the effects of the
lead (from clay pigeon shooting)
and slowly a few patches of moss
have started to re-colonise the bog.
Our contact from CCGHT came
in again and offered one of

Beach clean group at Culmore Point

Canoe outing

our students (hoping to study
Marine Biology at university) an
opportunity to tag skate and sharks
off the Irish Coastline with Sea2It.
Unsurprisingly he accepted this
amazing opportunity where he was
shown how to properly fish, then
tag the fish he caught, upload the
information and log the fish. He
had two wonderful days weather
and sailed around the coast of
Portrush, the Skerries and far past
the White Rocks.

In Foyle we will continue to
encourage our students to learn
about the world around them,
should that be our historical past
with the FCAT adventures, the
commendable work of the EcoClub,
or simply those A-Level students
gathering information that can help
inform our governments on climate
change policy for the future. They
are so enthusiastic and loyal, and
are super ambassadors for the
school.
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Supermarkets at:
Greenhaw
Newbuildings
Eglinton
Strand Road
Woodburn
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A SUMMER AFLOAT - SAILING ROUND BRITAIN
ROSIE TURNER
Foreword
Rosie Turner is a former pupil of Londonderry High School and was the first Head Girl of the co-educational Foyle
and Londonderry College in 1976. After graduating from university she was in charge of the Queen’s University
Belfast Festival and in recent years is director of the very successful Canterbury Festival. Having taken a three-month
break from her work in Canterbury she embarked on a sailing expedition around the coastline of the British Isles.
This is an account of that voyage.
William Lynn

Sailing around the coast of Britain
in a small yacht isn’t everyone’s
idea of a great time. Apart from
the obvious challenges - foul
weather, rocky shores, sea sickness,
terror - there are a host of issues
which arise from living in a small
space, with little privacy, for an
extended period of time while
battling the aforementioned. So
my announcement that I would be
taking 3 months off work to attempt
such a voyage was met by tutting,
headshaking, eye-rolling and so
much general incredulity that the
consensus seemed to be that I was
completely crazy. And at my age!
Wouldn’t a Nile cruise be more
suitable…or the Northern Lights?
Certainly the capacity for disaster
was considerable: British summer
weather varies widely; in a voyage
of 2000 nautical miles there
would be a great many different
harbours, marinas and anchorages
to navigate. Yacht Jemma (a Moody
Eclipse 38) would be my home for
90 days and nights and my safety
and enjoyment would be largely
in the hands of the Skipper, so
harmony on board would be crucial!
For me, this voyage presented a
unique opportunity. The Skipper/
boat owner and I had been
sailing together for 4 years and I
knew the boat and his methods
well. He is endlessly patient and
a good teacher – thanks to his

encouragement and coaching I
had struggled through my Skipper’s
exams in 2018. While I was pleased
to gain a sailing qualification that,
in theory, deemed me competent
to master a vessel in inshore
waters, it served to teach me
that I really knew very little about
anything of practical use where
navigation, passage planning, boat
maintenance or survival at sea were
concerned. Despite having messed
about in boats since my early teens,
my chief contribution to the voyage
was likely to be my ability to get
along with most people, under
most circumstances. I also mix an
excellent gin and tonic, known to my
English friends as ‘a belter’. While
these were frequently appreciated
it was clear that most of the serious
seamanship was left to the Skipper.
The Round Britain plan had been
in our minds for a couple of years
and was brought forward to the
summer of 2021 as a much-needed
escape from Covid lock-down.
With the UK gradually opening up,
foreign travel still off the agenda,
and ‘staycation’ accommodation in
high demand, it was a perfect time
for such a voyage.
As I could not escape work before
the end of May, Skipper began the
adventure by battling up the East
Coast of England with his brother as
crew. The log shows that while the
skies were bright, the weather was

bitingly cold, and there were few
notable stop-off points. I was due
to join the boat in Kirkwall, Orkney,
so on 30 May I flew to Aberdeen
and caught the ferry to the islands.
Orkney had been on my ‘bucket list’
for many years and I had assumed
it was both awkward and expensive
to visit. It was neither, and I
thoroughly recommend the islands
for their wildness, beauty, history
and warm welcome. Highlights
included spotting an Orca (very
rare!) and the amazing Ring of
Brodgar and the Standing Stones
of Stennes.
Leaving Orkney, the voyage
properly began for me as we sailed
across the top of Scotland and
turned the corner at the ominously
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competing for space in marinas
and anchorages. But all the time I
was getting more and more excited
about sailing to Northern Ireland for
a bit of socialising with the home
team. And so to Bangor Marina and
a great welcome from lots of old
friends. It was very nice to be home
– especially having sailed there. The
best night of the whole trip was a
spectacular dinner party in Ardglass

named Cape Wrath. Thence via
Kinlockbervie and Loch Nedd to
Stornaway where the weather
turned mean and we were stormbound for almost a week. When the
wind finally relented, we headed
off to too many destinations to
recount, but which included Harris,
Lewis, Skye, Plockton, and Inverie,
where we dined at The Old Forge
Inn – officially the most remote
pub restaurant in the UK. From
there we sailed to Mallaig, Arisaig,
Loch Moidart, Tobermory, Loch
Aline and Oban. A highlight was
an overnight in Puilladobhrian
– said to be the most beautiful
anchorage in Scotland - where we
spotted an eagle overhead. On we

sailed to Ardfern – Princess Anne’s
yacht club - where we checked
out (from a respectful distance)
her Rustler 44 ‘Ballochbuie’. Sadly
she wasn’t aboard so no invitation
to drinks at sundown! The Isles of
Jura and Gigha coincided with a
spell of hot sunny weather and as
we were about to leave for Islay,
Skipper gave a hand berthing to
an incoming Eclipse 33 True Blue,
sailed by a former President of the
Old Girls and her husband. Small
world – even in the Highlands and
Islands the Derry contingent were
out and about! We spent many
weeks in Scotland because there
were so many beautiful places
to visit and so few other boats

Catering onboard

when we feasted on local lobster
and fillet of beef. Too much Irish
hospitality was enjoyed, resulting in
Skipper being unable to remember
how he got back to the yacht! I
called him an English Lightweight –
with which he agreed.

Marina in Millford Haven
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Heading down the east coast of
Ireland we stopped in Malahide
for a quick day trip to Dublin
before heading on to Greystones
and Arklow. One of our longest
passages was from Arklow to
Milford Haven in Wales. From there
to Padstow and more foul weather
– a disappointment because it was
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now mid-August and I was due
back in the office at the beginning
of September. It was beginning
to look as if I wouldn’t make it all
the way back to the starting point
in Essex - and so it transpired. We
made it round Lands End and as far
as Plymouth by the end of August
and my return to work.
I can honestly say that I loved
living aboard – it is a much simpler
life allowing time for reflection,
enjoyment of nature and ‘head
space’
away
from
everyday
responsibilities. Daily life falls into a
routine depending on weather and
tide. Various crew members came
and went during the trip – at most
we were four people, at fewest two.
It’s amazing how people adapt to
living in such close quarters – what
saved my sanity was having my
own berth in the aft cabin. While
it wasn’t luxurious - I shared it with
several sails and other equipment it allowed me some privacy and a
retreat to watch Iplayer when Wi-Fi
allowed. When sailing we operate
a Watch system – one person is On
Watch and sailing the yacht while
the other(s) assist by keeping a
lookout for lobster pots or dolphins
(an almost daily excitement), rest
or passage plan. On shore, a lot
of time is taken up with shopping
for provisions. This requires careful
meal planning as storage space
is very limited and the fridge is
tiny. Cooking is an exercise in ‘one
pot creativity’ but we ate very
well throughout the whole trip,
averaging one takeaway and one
restaurant or pub meal per week
with the rest being produced from
the galley. Wine boxes and bottles
of gin were lugged from local
shops in every port and a couple of
distilleries were visited and samples
enjoyed.
The
trip
confounded
my
expectations – it was neither
arduous nor scary. Thanks to
Skipper’s immaculate planning and
responsible attitude the voyage
broke down into manageable legs.
There were a couple of early starts
(3am) and long days (15 hours)

Jemma at anchor

The Ring of Brodgar, Orkney

but mainly we sailed in daylight
hours and in fair conditions. Careful
monitoring of the weather forecast
and erring on the side of caution
meant we were seldom out in more
than a Force 5. Yacht Jemma’s
design – she is a Deck Saloon –
allowed us to retreat inside during
cold and wet weather popping
back on deck as required to trim
sails. There are many comforts
aboard – even a small TV on which
we followed the Euros and the
Grand Prix. We played cards, sang
songs and generally blethered after
our evening meal, and early nights
were perfectly acceptable. At the

end of three months I felt mentally
and physically rejuvenated, was half
a stone lighter, and buoyed up by
the experience and achievement of
the voyage. Although I didn’t make
the full circumnavigation, I enjoyed
everything that ‘Britain from the
Sea’ had to offer, and I know there’s
a great deal more to explore.
Skipper and I began and remain
firm friends and there’s even been
talk of The Baltic for adventures in
the future. Let’s see/sea!
With thanks to Skipper, David
Woolgar, and crew of Jemma –
Linda, Kay and Pete.
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MOORE NI
Moore (NI) LLP offers a wide variety of value added
services, advice and solutions to our clients in
Derry~Londonderry and throughout N. Ireland.
Our success derives from preserving and growing
the wealth of our clients through innovative and
personal services. We combine the local expertise
and experience of our partners and staff with the
breadth of knowledge of our UK and worldwide
association to provide a truly valued added service.

PARTNERS: JOHN LOVE & JOHN BRADLEY
21/23 Clarendon Street, Derry~Londonderry, BT48 7EP
Tel: 028 7126 1020 • Email: john.love@mooreni.co.uk

WWW.MOORE.CO.UK/NI

Make the
right decision.

24-26 Carlisle Road, Londonderry, County Londonderry, BT48 6JW
t: 02871 266994 e: info@sproulesjewellers.com
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YVONNE SMYTH - THE FALL OF KABUL
Dear family and friends
I am wreathed in despair. Kabul
has fallen on 15 August 2021 to the
Taliban.
When I transferred the film of the
Ulster Afghanistan expedition of
1971 from film to DVD about four
months ago, in preparation that
you would receive your gift copy to
coincide with our departure date of
2 July, little did I foresee how events
would unfold in the last few weeks.
As it turned out 2 July 2021 marked
the departure from the Bagram air
base.
Our eldest son Adam, breakfast
show presenter for Falklands Radio,
produced a lovely tribute to his
mother. Briefly recalling his own
service in Helmand, his father’s
letter to the Economist on the futility
of the Soviet invasion on a par with
the Brits against the Boers in SA
and a recording by Don McClean
of Percy French’s The Mountains
of Mourne as a tribute to the place
where we undertook the bulk of
our training.
Now we have a country totally
abandoned by the West to an
organisation with a moral compass
we do not comprehend. I look at
the photographs of those who
sat guard on our base camp and
wonder whatever became of them.
Did they even survive thus far? This
is the second time the Taliban has
taken over, although not in the
Panjshir Valley. Today Massoud’s
son says that he will never allow
Sharia law to become the rule of
law in the valley. This is welcome

Some illustrations from the expedition

but the ordinary citizen will pay a
terrible price as the Taliban pursue
its objective. And there was the
Soviet invasion before that. And
a civil war with the War lords in
between.
I have sent you a piece of a history
that may never be repeated.
Treasure it.
Some years ago, Adam took me to a
lecture at the RGS. Full of confidence
that Afghanistan was turning a
corner. That it would be possible to
consider a holiday in Afghanistan,
albeit somewhat unorthodox. The
company was called Wild Frontiers
- a far cry from river cruises or saga.
Nevertheless, I bought a book of
‘modern Afghanistan’ and we talked
about the expedition we might plot
and plan. Hmm.

Subsequently Adam served in
Helmand and then progressed to
Kabul. In my treasure box I have
a grainy photo on a postcard of
central Kabul. On the back is written
- ‘Made it’.
Treasure your copy of the expedition
film. Its like may never be seen
again. If it was ever on your ‘bucket
list’ as a place to visit, I suggest you
do not hold your breath. In the
meantime, whatever your religious
belief or none, spare more than a
thought for those poor people who
are being taken back to a medieval
nightmare of daily life.
To you all, take care of those you
hold dear. Forgive me, but I am
beyond sad.
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ARCHIVE
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ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS – AN APPEAL
The Archive Department of the school has an extensive collection of photographs which have been recorded
in digital form and are available to members and friends of the school. The list includes, Rugby, Cricket,
Hockey, Prefects, Principals, Chairs of the Board of Governors, Presidents of the FPA, OBA, OGA, Buildings
and Furnishings, Famous Former Pupils, Drama and Music Productions and many other school activities. The
earliest team photograph dates from 1878 (LAI Rugby).
However, there are significant gaps in our records and we would appeal to members to have a look in their
attics etc for any of the missing materials listed below.
Londonderry High School
Hockey Photographs
		
		

1975 to 1958 / 1953 and 1952
1945 and 1942 / 1940 to 1937
1035 to 1933 / 1929, 1927, 1925

St. Lurach’s or Victoria High School

1919,1917 to 1911

Foyle College
Rugby Photographs	1975/76, 1962/63
		
1947/48, 1943/44
		
1926/27, 1916/17
Foyle College
Cricket Photographs
		
		
		

1990/91, 1986/87, 1985/86, 1984/85
1977/78, 1966/67, 1953/54, 1930/31
1926/27, 1922/23, 1920/21, 1918/19
1916/17, 1914/15, 1913/14, 1912/13

MOORES FUELS
ARROW OIL

EXPRESS DELIVERY NETWORK

Coal & Smokeless Fuels
Home Heating Oil
Farm & Industrial Fuels
A name you can trust
Delivering on price & quantity
11 BONDS STREET, WATERSIDE. 028 7134 6227

MOORESFUELS.COM
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS
AT THE FOYLE COLLEGE ARCHIVE
On Sunday 4 July 2021, a severe
thunderstorm
settled
over
Londonderry for several hours
in the late afternoon. There was
persistent and torrential rainfall
causing flooding in many areas of
the city.
Although it was not discovered until
the following Tuesday morning the
Archive together with the Duke of
Edinburgh storage area and school
records room were all flooded
to a depth of several inches with
muddy water. Fortunately none of
our valuable records and artefacts
were affected with no ingress into
storage cabinets, display units or
bookcases.
However, following a visit by the
loss adjusters it was recommended
that all floor coverings were to be
taken up along with the removal
of all skirting boards and the area
to be dried out completely using
industrial dehumidifiers before
replacement and refurbishment
could take place. This was a
mammoth task but was undertaken
by Clive Austin and Graeme Balmer
when they would normally be
winding down for the summer
vacation. The dehumidifiers ran for
the next six weeks and expelled
gallons of water from the concrete
floors and lower parts of the walls.
The noise and heat generated by
these machines made working
conditions for Clive and Graeme
extremely difficult as they removed
carpet tiles and linoleum which
had been glued to the floor. We
are greatly indebted to both of
them for all their efforts during the
summer and in the refurbishment
during September and October.
Although the archivists were
content with the existing layout
of the rooms, the total packing up

and clearance of the areas gave
an opportunity to improve and
rethink it. The insurance company
agreed to compensate for this,
so old bookcases brought from
Duncreggan and Springtown were
replaced with new permanent
shelving and display cases. The
floors were re-carpeted in lighter
coloured tiles and extra power
points and internet ports were
installed. It also gave an opportunity
to reassess and reorganise book
and photographic collections and
add some additional and muchneeded storage space.
As the end of November
approaches the refurbishment
is almost complete and we look
forward to returning to our work
areas and welcoming our many
visitors and pupil groups.
William Lynn

Water damage illustrations from July
2021
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Ongoing refurbishment - New flooring, tiles and book shelves

Year 8 visit to Archives at Christmas 2021

Donald Bigger and Jim Goodman instructing Year 8 puplis
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Year 8 visit to Archives at Christmas 2021
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ALTNAGELVIN
GARDEN CENTRE

GARDEN SUNDRIES SHOP

YOUR ONE-STOP DESTINATION FOR GARDEN CARE PRODUCTS
AND PET SUPPLIES
Altnagelvin Garden Centre,
100-102 Irish Street, Londonderry, BT47 2ND
Call Us: 028 7134 3846
Monday to Saturday: 9:00am to 6:00pm, Sunday: 2:00pm to 5:00pm
(Excluding January, February, July & August)
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FOYLE COLLEGE FORMER PUPILS’
MAGAZINE PRINTED COPY
This magazine is currently available on the school’s website – simply click on the Former Pupils icon on the
web page. In the editorial you will note that from this year it will be available principally on line and copies
will only be provided and posted to those who return the mandate below. The increasing cost of publishing
and postage has made this course of action essential. By filling in and returning the standing order mandate
for £10 to be paid annually, a copy will be posted to you in future years and the editors will know how many
copies to order from the publishers.
If you want to secure a copy in future, the mandate form below should be returned to (if you have already
completed one of these and receive a copy of the magazine there is no need to complete another one. The
standing order remains in place until you cancel it):The Bursar
Foyle College
67 Limavady Road
Londonderry
BT47 6LR

✁......................................................................................... ✁.................................................................................... ✁..................................

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
Your Name:..................................................................................

To: The Manager......................................................................

.........................................................................................................

(full name & address of your bank – in block capitals)

Address:........................................................................................

Name:..........................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Address:......................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

Postcode:.....................................................................................

Postcode:...................................................................................

Please Pay From My A/C - Name.........................................................................................................................................................
Account Number.......................................................................

Sort Code:..................................................................................

£10 - Annually............................................................................Commencing On ................. /................. / .........................
To Credit Foyle College Former Pupils Association
Ulster Bank Limited – Culmore Road
Sort Code: 98-09-80 Account Number: 77863014

Signed:..........................................................................................Date: ................ /................. / ........................
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GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS
(2018) SCHOOL ARCHIVES CONSENT FORM
Foyle College maintains an archive of files and
documentation, which means it is the data controller
for personal information about former pupils. The
2018 General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
have changed some of the legislation regarding
keeping pupil records. However, there is a legitimate
purpose for maintaining our archive: it can be defined
as public interest.

There is a new explicit concept of ‘archiving in
the public interest’ in article 89 of GDPR which
means there is greater visibility for archiving in
the new legislation. This covers the processing of
personal data necessary to enable the identification,
permanent preservation, management and, where
appropriate, research and other uses of personal
data in the general public interest.

A copy of the Privacy Notice regarding data held by
the school is available on the Foylenet website.

What exactly is ‘archiving purposes in the public
interest’?
Archiving in the public interest is processing to secure
the permanent availability of recorded memory, in
other words, evidence and information, for a wide
range of current and potential future purposes,
including:
* enabling the discovery and availability of personal,
community and corporate identity, memory and
history;
* enabling research and investigation of all kinds,
from academic historical research or genealogical
research;
* enabling long-term accountability, such as public
inquiries and other official investigations;
* enabling educational use.

The Former Pupils’ Association now requires your
consent to maintain records pertaining to your time
at the school. A file assigned to you will include your
admission forms, reports, results of public exams
and correspondence between the school and your
parents/guardians. You may request access to this
at any time.
Please complete the detail below:
Full Name:_______________________________________
Years Attended Foyle College:____________________
Contact Address:________________________________
Contact Telephone Number:______________________
Contact E-mail Address:__________________________
Preferred Contact Method:_______________________

Foyle College will not share personal information
with third parties for commercial purposes.

Please sign and date below to confirm your consent
for FC FPA to hold your school records:

This information has been prepared using guidance
from the Information Commissioner’s Office and The
National Archive, whose websites can be consulted
for further guidance.

Signature:_______________________________________

www.ico.org.uk
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

Date:____________________________________________
On completion of this form please return to the
address below, marking your envelope ‘FCFPA School
Archives Consent Form’
FCFPA GDPR Consent Form, Foyle College, School
Office, 67 Limavady Road, LONDONDERRY, BT47 6LR.
Archives and GDPR
In general, ‘archiving’ which complied with the 1998
Data Protection Act continues to be permitted under
the new law.
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FCFPA PRIVACY NOTICE
The categories of former pupil
information that we process include:
* personal identifiers and contacts
(such as name,contact details and
address)
*
personal information such as
engagements, marriages, births –
details sent by members
* attendance (such as dates of school
attendance)
* assessment and attainment (such
as examination results, third level
courses enrolled for and any
relevant results, prizes, bursaries or
other academic awards)
* achievement (such as sporting,
musical, dramatic awards such as
colours, honours for representing
the school, province or country)
* photographic images of individuals
and groups of students
Why we collect and use former
pupil information
We collect and use former pupil
information, for the following
purposes:
a) to communicate with former pupils
on matters relating to the school
and its former pupils;
b) to maintain a school archive in the
public interest
Under the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), the lawful bases
we rely on for processing pupil
information are:
Article 85 – Processing and freedom
of expression and information
Article 89 – Data kept in the public
interest (for historical purposes)
Collecting former pupil information
We collect former pupil information
via registration as a member of
the FCFPA, which is open to all
school leavers and is collated via a
membership form on which consent
is given to hold the data. Members
who joined the organisation prior
to the requirement for consent will
indicate their consent via a reply slip
in the Former Pupils’ Magazine, either
online or in writing.

This data is essential for
association’s operational use.

the

Storing pupil data
We hold former pupil data securely
in a locked archive or on password
accessed computer files, such
as address lists. None of this
information will be shared with
external organisations without your
permission, with the exception of
statutory bodies such as the PSNI.
Who we share pupil information with
We share information with:
* members of the association, via
reports in the magazine
*
authorised research bodies such
as the Public Records Office for
Northern Ireland
* statutory bodies such as the PSNI,
for example as part of an historical
enquiry.
We do not share information about
our former pupils with anyone
without consent unless the law and
our policies allow us to do so.
Requesting access to your personal
data
Under data protection legislation,
former pupils have the right to
request access to information about
them that we hold. To make a request
for your personal information, contact
the Former Pupils Association via:
Foyle College, 67 Limavady Road,
Londonderry BT47 6LR.
You also have the right:
* to ask us for access to information
about you that we hold
* to have your personal data rectified,
if it is inaccurate or incomplete
* to request the deletion or removal
of personal data where there is no
compelling reason for its continued
processing
*
to restrict our processing of your
personal data (i.e. permitting its
storage but no further processing)
*
to object to direct marketing

(including profiling) and processing
for the purposes of scientific/
historical research and statistics
* not to be subject to decisions based
purely on automated processing
where it produces a legal or similarly
significant effect on you
If you have a concern or complaint
about the way we are collecting or
using your personal data, you should
raise your concern with us in the first
instance or directly to the Information
Commissioner’s Office at https://ico.
org.uk/concerns/
For further information on how
to request access to personal
information held centrally by DfE,
please see the ‘How Government
uses your data’ section of this notice.
Withdrawal of consent and the
right to lodge a complaint
Where we are processing your
personal data with your consent,
you have the right to withdraw that
consent. If you change your mind, or
you are unhappy with our use of your
personal data, please let us know
by contacting the Former Pupils
Association via the website: www.
foylenet.org.uk
Contact
If you would like to discuss anything
in this privacy notice, please contact:
the Former Pupils Association at
Foyle College, 67 Limavady Road,
Londonderry BT47 6LR.
The FCFPA’s Data Protection Officer is:
Donald Bigger.
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